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PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS REPORT CARD - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT|799 words 


66 UNFORTUNATELY, THE GOVERNMENT IS JUST 


Grading The Premier 


ACTIVISTS, UNION REPS, AND 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATES 
EVALUATE ED STELMACH, 
WITH MIXED RESULTS 





Some people give greeting cards on 
anniversaries. Here at SEE Maga- 
zine, we like to hand out report 
cards. 

So, for the one-year anniversary of 
the latest Tory election landslide, on 
Mar. 3, 2008, we asked five people 
representing groups from different 
sectors to give Premier Ed Stelmach 
a grade for his performance over the 
last year. 

And not surprisingly, the results 
are mixed. 


David Climenhaga 
(spokesperson, Alberta Union 
of Provincial Employees): B 
Climenhaga says Stelmach would 
have received a better mark if it 


_ weren't for the mixed messages he 


4 


' 
i 


sent out about the government's re- 
sponse to the worldwide economic 
slowdown. 

“People can't help but be very 
concerned when they are talking 
about cutbacks and rollbacks and 
things like that,” he says. “It’s not 
only bad for our members when 
there's talk like that. It's bad for the 
economy.” 

But in the end, Climenhaga says 
the union was able to get a good 
contract with the government, and 
while there has been some concern 


_ over the direction of Alberta Health, 


he welcomes the appointment of 
the non-ideological Dr. André Cor- 


_ riveau as the new chief medical 





officer. 


Harold Jansen (political 
scientist, University of 
Lethbridge): C+ 

Jansen notes that the premier has 
been coasting on his majority win 
since last March, and he hasn't made 
any big mistakes, or suffered huge 
setbacks 

“Part of the reason he’s not look 
ing worse is that perennial Alberta 
problem of a lack of alternatives,” 
he says. The Liberals were essen- 
tially leaderless for much of the year, 
and David Swann is still settling into 
the job. 

But that doesn’t mean the situation 
will remain easy. On the national 
scene, Stelmach is at best playing 
defence, Jansen says. The recent Na- 
tional Geographic article about the 
environmental impact of the oilsand 
represents just how much public 
opinion has turned on the oil indus- 
try. 

“It's such a big boulder to be push- 
ing up hill,” he says. “The problems 
with Alberta's oil are beyond what 
any one person or provincial govern- 
ment can do. I don’t think he’s made 
a lot of headway.” 

The sudden drop in oil prices and 
the worsening economic situation 
really crept up on the Tories, Jansen 
feels. While higher energy prices at 
the beginning of the year have shel- 
tered Alberta, next year the Tories 
wortt have that cushion. 


Danielle Smith (Alberta 
director, Canadian Federation 
of Independent Businesses): D 
Expanding the Temporary Foreign 
Workers program, 
regulations to encourage trade with 


streamlining 


British Columbia, and cutting taxes 
for small business — what more 
could a business owner ask from a 
premier? 

A hell of a lot more, says Smith 
While she praises Stelmach for all 
his pro-business initiatives, she gives 
the farmer from Vegreville a “D for 
deficit.” 

Year after year, her group has told 
the Tory government that the boom 
wasn’t going to last, and pleaded with 
them to keep spending in line with 
inflation and population growth, so 
that when times went bad, the gov- 
ernment wouldn't be overextended 
But instead, the government is go- 
ing forward with such unneces- 
sary expenses as carbon capture, 
which she calls a “boondoggle in the 
making.” 

“Unfortunately, the government is 
just not nimble and flexible enough 
to respond,” she says. “They are tak- 
ing the approach that they can keep 
their fingers crossed until oil and gas 
revenues return to normal. That's 
setting us up for some very serious 
hardship.” 


Bill Moore-Kilgannon 
(executive director, Public 
Interest Alberta): D 

The provincial government's recent 
changes around pharma care for 
seniors have Moore-Kilgannon hot 
under the collar. 

The Stelmach government recent- 
ly moved to a plan that pays part of 
the cost, based on a seniors’ ability to 
pay. (Low income seniors pay noth- 
ing, but others pay up to $25 for each 
prescription. ) 

“They are moving to a divided 





system that basically says if you are 
sick and you have savings, then you 
pay,” says the public service advocate 
“That's a huge policy change.” 

Moore-Kilgannon also bemoans 
the lack of an overall strategy to help 
the province's underprivileged 

“They have made some steps in 
terms of housing,” he says. “But they 
are not taking a comprehensive ap- 
proach to address poverty.” 


Mike Hudema (Greenpeace 
activist): D- 

“What we've seen from Stelmach 
is a lot of spin and a lot of media 


NOT NIMBLE ENOUGH TO RESPOND. 


and public relations work,” says 
Hudema, “but not a lot of real ac- 
tion to clean up the tarsands, to put 
real regulations in place with real 
penalties.” 

While the new land use framework 
offers some good ideas, he says he's 
waiting to see how it's implemented 
before giving Stelmach any extra 
points for the planning. 

And he agrees with Smith that 
the $2 billion for carbon capture is a 
waste of taxpayers’ money. He would 
prefer to see the provincial govern- 
ment invest in green collar jobs in 
solar and wind energy. 
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‘The West | Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff in Edmonton on Feb, 27. PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 


Benda | the front | music] on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS - 1GGY 
NO CHALLENGERS FOR GRIT LEADERSHIP 


Michael Ignatieff won't face any challengers 
going into the federal Liberal convention at 
the end of April. The deadline for candidates 
passed with little fanfare, and Ignatieff 

will be confirmed as leader at the party's 
convention in Vancouver. 

When asked during a recent press confer- 
ence in Edmonton about his decision to take 
on the leadership without a proper leader- 
ship contest and vote, lgnatieff defended his 
democratic credentials. “You are looking at a 
fare politician who turned down the chance 
to become prime minister precisely because | 
felt there was a democratic deficit,” he said. 

The writer and former academic was 
installed as interim leader while Parliament 
was prorogued in December. When 
Parliament was reconvened, he rejected 


the coalition agreement with the NDP that 
had been negotiated by his predecessor, 
Stephane Dion, and supported the 
Conservative government's 2009 budget. 

He went on to say he thinks Albertans 
are tired of being represented almost solely 
by the Tories: “Albertans want a choice,” he 
said. “And we know that when you elect 
Liberal members of Parliament — like 
Annie McLellan or, in Saskatchewan, Ralph 
Goodale — these people work their 
guts out.” 

Since Anne McLellan's defeat in the 2006 
election, the Liberals have not had a single 
elected MP in Alberta. NDP MP Linda Dun- 
can Is Parliament's only Opposition member 
from Alberta. And Ignatieff clearly wants to 
change that. 

Ina speech to the Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce on Feb. 27, he said he wants 
to stand in the House of Commons with 


representation from all of Canada behind 
him — Alberta included. To that end, Ignati- 
eff reiterated that the Liberals would never 
again bring in legislation like the National 
Energy Policy. He also distanced himself 
from the Green Shift, Dion's central envi- 
ronmental policy from the 2008 election. 
Ignatieff favours a cap and trade system for 
reducing carbon. 

On the oilsands, Ignatieff rejected a 
moratorium on development, but did call for 
clarity on health risks to First Nations people 
living in Fort Chipewyan, and for environ- 
mental responsibility. _ 

“I'm not a darn fool,” he said. “| know 
we've got a lot of work to do in the West 
as proud Liberals. In the past, my party has. 
fallen prey to the temptation to run against 
the West, against Alberta, and against the 
oil patch. | do know how hard it is to regain 
the trust of westerners.” * 
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OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
EVEN WHEN THE PROVINCE 
IS GOING INTO DEFICIT, WE'RE 
STILL SPENDING $25 MIL ON 
BRANDING 





In order to save money in these per- 
ilous times, the Stelmach govern- 
ment has reversed its previous deci- 
sion and will not create new licence 
plates. 

You wouldn't think that a simple 
licence plate redesign would be that 
expensive, but somehow this simple 
procedure was going to cost $15 mil- 
lion! For that kind of money, | would 
expect a hologram designed by Rob- 
ert Bateman. 

Back when the government made 
its licence plate announcement, 
money in Alberta literally was no ob- 
ject. But since then, our multibillion 
surplus has morphed into a deficit, 
so the government took the unusu- 
ally prudent decision to cancel the 
plate redesign. No argument there 

But last week, the same suddenly 
fiscally prudent government (oh, the 
irony) announced plans to begin a 
“rebranding” of Alberta. This little 
project will cost the taxpayers a mere 
$25 million! Yes, that's my second 
exclamation mark! 

Twenty-five million dollars in a 
province that is so hard up for cash it 
can't afford to scratch out a redesign 
for a licence plate. Boggles the mind, 
doesn't it? 

Alberta has been using the “Alber- 
ta Advantage” brand for some years 


now. It's a good brand, one that's still 
applicable. Thanks to a fluke of geog- 
raphy, Alberta is in an advantageous 
position, with billions of petrodollars 
fuelling our sense of self-righteous- 


ness. Yes, Alberta had the advantage 
of oil and geography, so why not brag 
about it? 

With Alberta facing its first deficit 
budget in years (by the way, did you 
hear that Saskatchewan is going to 
have a surplus this year? Who are 
the small-town hicks now?), this 
seems like a peculiar time to spend 
millions on a touchy-feely branding 
exercise. What kind of accounting 
alchemy allows the government to 
come up with a total like $25 million 
for this exercise in navel-gazing? 
Rest assured that some public rela- 


Alberta Advantage 


ed me out for lunch to “discuss” my 
column. We had a nice lunch at Tony 
Roma's, home of the best-tasting 
ribs in North America (note to Tony 
Roma's: with Bryan Hall retiring, | 
am available for shameless shilling), 
and that was that. The slogan died 
a quick death, and was never heard 
from again. 

A lot is made of the need for 
branding as a way of telling the story 
of your province or city to the world, 
but they rarely travel well outside of 
local boundaries. Did you know that 
Manitoba uses “Spirited Energy”? 


Best Place on Earth.” Nova Sco- 
tia has “Come to Life,” while New 
Brunswick is “Be ... in this place.” 
Seriously. 

What's interesting about these 
brands is that most are interchange- 
able. Alberta could have used Spir- 
ited Energy quite easily. Any place on 
earth could have used “Come to Life” 
or “Be ... in this place.” 

Only B.C. has the chutzpah to use 
“The Best Place on Earth” without 
being laughed at. 

The same will happen here. Mil- 
lions will be spent, and the end prod- 


THIS LITTLE PROJECT WILL COST $25 MILLION! 
TWENTY-FIVE MILLION DOLLARS IN A PROVINCE THAT 
IS SO HARD UP FOR CASH IT CAN'T AFFORD TO SCRATCH OUT A REDESIGN 
FOR A LICENCE PLATE? BOGGLES THE MIND, DOESN'T IT? 


tions firm with deep Tory roots will 
be fattening their bottom line with 
your tax dollars over the next few 
years. This is the Tory version of a 
stimulus package. 

Branding exercises are, at best, 
pseudoscientific. They consist 
mostly of “focus groups” of average 
citizens talking about how they feel 
about Alberta. All that talk is then 
thrown into a blather blender, which 
is set to puree to produce reams of 
pointless data. 

What is all comes down to is, of 
course, a slogan.. “Alberta Advan- 
tage” worked because it was simple 
and made sense. It's a rare example 
of a branding exercise that really 
worked. Few do 

Several years ago, the City of Ed- 
monton spent (read “wasted”) a lot 
of money in an attempt to create a 
new slogan. The end result was “Ed- 
monton: Official Host City of the 
Turn of the Century.” (Hey, I said it 
was several years ago.) It was a colos- 
sal, Gigli-sized bomb. I made much 
mock of it in my Examiner column at 
the time, so much so that the guy in 
charge of the branding project invit- 
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Saskatchewan's is the most suc- 
cinct — “Saskatchewan”! (A better 
slogan would have been “Saskatch- 
ewan? Really?”) British Columbia's 
is surely the most arrogant: “The 


uct will be a generic, nondescript, 
pretty little platitude. 

As a concerned citizen, I would 
like to offer up a number of potential 
new brands for Alberta. They all say 


something that could be said only 
about Alberta. I offer them up free of 
charge. But if the government wants 
to spread a little of that branding love 
my way, | wouldn't object. 

(10) Where The Future Is Some- 
body Else’s Concern 

(9) Screw You, National Geo- 
graphic 

(8) Alberta: 
2007 

(7) Land Of 10,000 Tailings 
Ponds Se 

(6) When You've Got It, Flaunt It, 
Baby! 

(5) Land Of Perpetual Economic 
Cycles 

(4) Bring Us Your Poor, Your 
Tired, Your Huddled Masses, Long- 
ing To Flip Burgers 

(3) God Bless Oil 

(2) It's Oilsands, Not Tarsands, 
Dammit! 

And my number one new brand/ 
slogan for Alberta ... 

(1) One Province, One People, One 


Party 


Klein-Free Since 


mauricetougas@live.com 
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YOURPRIVACY CHECK OUT WWW. OIPC.AB.CA FOR PRIVACY COMMISSIONER FRANK WORK'S FULL TAKE ON SYSTEMS THAT SCAN BAR PATRON IDS R3 





COMMENTARY « 1D SCANNING j1,001 words 


Have The Authorities Given Up On Us? 


a 








HIDDEN NINJA FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
BETWEEN ID SCANNING AND 
WARNINGS ABOUT “VIOLENT” 
POSTERS, WE'RE BEING 
TREATED LIKE BABIES 





Here come a couple more baby steps 
in cute little jackboots! In complete 
control of licensing businesses: the 
City of Edmonton is now forcing Y 
Afterhours to submit its clientele to 
creepy-ass ID scanning/collecting 

This terrible new deal allows YA 
to stay open late and let its patrons 
back in, with new-and-improved cur- 
tailed freedom. Y certainly can’t dare 
complain. 

Still, if you don’t want a private 
company to hoard a copy of your card 
— including address, photo, birthday, 
and signature, you might not want 
to go to Y Afterhours. Bad luck for 
them. But remember, beyond veri- 
fying your age (which the also-used 
barcode scanner does without such 
collection), these networks also keep 


a record of your specific movements. 
Where you. go. When you go. And 
with 
This 
ed-in-court system, apparently, will 


whom. Hence, “creepy-ass.” 


often-constitutionally-defeat 


suddenly stop gangs and drug dealers 
from hanging out in the parking lot 
around the corner where, you know, 
you don’t even have to wear pants — 
never mind insanely throw out all 
your personal information. Accord- 
ing to police thinking, anyway. 

The good news is if you com 
plain about it to the 
commissioner's office, by venue, they 


privacy 


could eventually rip the Orwellian 
photocopier out like the symbolic 
cancer it is. So let me say this again: 
the problem is not patrons, nor is it 
partying, nor especially is it bars. It 
is crime itself. And it should be dealt 
with at that level. 

You may not go to Y, but know this: 
total surveillance is creeping closer 
to you, Paco. We can either fight it 
now or just bitch about it later. Baby 
steps: maybe the city will decide ev- 
ery bar needs this. Baby steps: then 
we implement it everywhere that 
serves liquor, such as restaurants 
or Oilers games. Baby steps: then, 
well, why not anywhere else? Malls. 
Museums. Schools. Along with an 
eternal threat of being exiled from 


the Grid. At what point this actually 
becomes a problem will become re 
ally fucking obvious soon enough, 
even for those of you who think we 
should all be punished pre-emptively 
and treated like infants because a 
subatomic percentage of us wake up 
old folks in the night. Funny how in 
countries with dozens of millions 
and population densities 1,000 times 
our own, this retarded handholding 
isn’t considered necessary. 

Even our wretched smokers stand 
ing in the cold outside must now do 
so a certain distance from the door 
or they and the bar will face the mu- 
nicipal cash register! For some rea 
son, and this couldn't possibly have 
anything to do with growing budgets 
and job security, these pathetic rules, 
these minute intrusions, we allow to 
root unchecked into our controlled 
behaviours. And grow and grow they 
do, oddly parallel to the success rates 
of actual crimes like murder and 
rape. Replacing actual thought. 

We've talked about mandatory ID 
scanning too much over the last year, 
particularly in terms of an otherwise 
decent club like Pawn Shop where 
some of the best gigs in town thrill 
us. Due to valid, recurring protests 
from its customers, that venue es- 
pecially has oscillated on making its 


patrons submit to infoscan. There's 
kind of a friendly truce; if you ask 
nicely they’re nice enough to let you 
through without the data-rape. De- 
pends on the day, really — but the 
fact is there exists among their staff 
people decent enough to understand 
that if they don’t act like they trust 
us, it doesn't make sense we should 
trust them. Plenty of other places to 
spend money, after all. 

But 
ally comes from inside the circle of 


now, violence which actu- 
bar staff; The province is currently 
spending all sorts of money training 
every owner, supervisor, and door- 
man in the region to, you know, not 
beat the shit out of their drunken 
In principle, 


clients. Fair enough 


it's worth it. Besides several warn- 
ings against the inherent danger of 
pool tables, here’s some of the Zen 
wisdom now being imparted in these 
mandatory classes: “Physical contact 
sports (especially if shown on large 
TV screens and featured as a ma- 
jor focus of the bar’s activities) get 
people ‘hyped up’ and often lead to 
competition, betting, and arguments 
In addition, they set up models of 
physical aggression that customers 
will follow.” 

My God, they’ve completely given 
up on us, institutionally blaming 


the front 


everything except the actual perpe 
trators! Here's more, poster fans 
“Violent images in music, as well as 
other violent symbols (e.g., posters, 
weapons on the wall), are likely to 
increase aggression among custom 
ers.” We better start banning posters, 
then? And read between the lines 
here: “Competition among groups 
of people (for example, groups from 
differ- 
ent cultures or races) often leads to 


different geographic areas, 
problems ... be especially watchful if 
your bar attracts competing or con- 
” Whoa 


Dig around online and even regis- 


flicting groups of patrons 


ter on the Alberta government's Pro 
Tect Security Staff training site for 
more fantastic vibe (among a lot of 
sensible points, to be fair, like bounc- 
er A tapping out bouncer B if he sees 
B's losing control) 

The problem is this: Bar owners 
are so legally on the hook for almost 
everything their patrons or staff do 
that the accountability gap is out of 
control. Why aren't adults who com- 
mit bar crimes responsible for their 
actions? Why is everyone punished 
but them? Why are we all treated 
like babies? 

It's time to stop this before, instead 
of babies, we're all treated as in- 
mates, everywhere. 








FOR THE REAL V WORLD. 


Why are NAIT graduates in such high demand? Because they receive education 
rooted in experience, from instructors who have first-hand knowledge of what 
industry needs. Small classes, industry connections and real-world curriculum 
are just some of NAIT's advantages. 


Choose from over 90 full-time program options - in fields from IT to the 
environment, health diagnostics to heavy equipment, chemical engineering to 
culinary arts. Study for one, two or four years. Part-time and online options also 
available for many programs. 
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APPLY NOW. 


VISIT NAIT.CA OR CALL 780.471.8874, 
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fido at 


Giving low prices a good home. 


FULLFIDO”™ 
» 2,000 ANYTIME MINUTES” 
» UNLIMITED 
TEXT MESSAGING® 
» PER-SECOND BILLING 
PER MONTH’ 
PHONES AT 


Nokia 2760 
Nokia 3500 
MOTORAZR V3 





With 2-year Fido Agreement*. Maximize your savings! 
Other phones available. 





1. No System Access Fees 

2. Free text alerts for budget control 

3. No term contract necessary 

4. We give back with FidoDollars™ every time you use your phone 


SHOP FIDO.CA 
Drop by a store 
Call 1-866-301-3436 











Offers and pricing subject to change without notice. 1. A one-time activation fee of $35 per line applies. Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the monthly plan, long-distance and roaming charges and any additional options selected and applicable 
taxes are extra and are also billed monthly. 2. Local airtime minutes apply only within the FULLFIDO zone; additional minutes inside your zone and airtime used for calls made and received outside your FULLFIDO zone cost 35¢ per minute. 3. Unlimited text 
messages sent from Canada to a Canadian wireless number. Text messages received from another mobile phone are free. There is a charge per text message received via E-mail to your Fido and for premium text messages (alerts, messages related to content 
contests and promotions). 4. Phones shown are available at $0 with a 2-year Fido Agreement; early cancellation fees apply. Without a Fido Agreement, the Nokia 2760 phone is at $50, the Nokia 3500 phone is at $100 and the MOTORAZR V3 phone is at $100. 
Taxes not included. ™ Fido & design, FULLFIDO, FidoDollars and Giving low prices a good home are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc. © 2009 Fido Solutions Inc. 


FIDO STORES 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 


Southgate Centre 
‘St. Albert's Centre, St. Albert 


EXCLUSIVE DEALERS 
AFFORDABLE WIRELESS: CELLULAR BABY UNIPAGE . 
eee a Bbooth — «umeessunes BERR 
West Edmonton Mali GENERATION WIRELESS West Edmonton Mall 
oe hale ties Cosrco. 
Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre —WIRELESS etc... OSTEO _WAL*MART 
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OOKDACK 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
6h: A r) qi : ~ " er : 


BEAT THE INSURGENCY. 





OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS 





ALBERTA - CORPORATE HANDOUTS 
BUILD A GREEN ECONOMY 


ALBERTA: PUBLIC TRANSIT 
DUDE, WHERE'S MY TRAIN? 





| ENDSETFOR 2010 





Alberta Environment Minister Rob Renner 

announced last week that the fines col- | 
lected last year from companies that go 
‘Over their emissions targets will reach about 
$100 million. The government is setting up 
board to look at ways to give the money 
ck to the companies. Hmmm....don't we | 
lo enough of that in Alberta already? 

Then, on Mar. 3, the government an- 

unced $1.5 billion in drilling incentives for 
mall and midsized oil companies; at the 
me time, Syncrude and Suncor are also 
king advantage of a new royalty system 
fat Liberal critic Kevin Taft says will give | 
lem an additional $18.5 billion. 
Itis important to keep Albertans working, 
it a better way to do that is to invest in 
NN energy sources such as wind and 
power. Get those laid-off construction 
rkers building wind farms and retrofitting 
mMment buildings with solar panels, and 
Us off this crazy boom-bust rollercoaster. 



















We expected this to happen. We hoped 
against all the evidence that the Tories 
were serious about that $2 billion they 
announced last year they were going to pour 
into public transit. And they let us down. 

Instead of $2 billion, the fund has shrunk | 
to $195 million. Untouched, of course, is the 
$2 billion for carbon capture. 

Now, we know that a high-speed train 
between Edmonton and Calgary isn't as 
flashy as carbon capture, but it would do a 
lot more good. 

Andet's be quite clear about this: the 
problem with carbon capture is not only 


| that the technology is largely unproven. The 


technology is just not the best fit for opera- 

tions as immense as the oilsands projects. 
But you don't have to take our word 

for it. Groups as diverse as the Canadian 

Federation of Independent Businesses and 

Greenpeace both call the $2 billion fund for 

carbon capture a waste of taxpayers’ money. 
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| Obama has set a timeline for the pullout of 


| 





| this war for the last six years, that end date 
| 








MAR:1, 2009 | 14:10:49 PM | PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN 


RCMP Sgt. Jim Martin watches his teammates at the Fallen Four Memorial Hockey charity game 
at Rexall Place, held in memory of the officers murdered four years ago near Mayerthorpe. 


BY THE NUMBERS 
| WORLD-IRAQ =z ,  CANADADOINGBETTER THANMOST zz; 
ANNUALIZED RATE OF ECONOMIC DECLINE FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER OF 2008, AROUND THE WORLD 


SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA 





The news that U.S. president Barack 


American troops from Iraq was greeted with 
a great sigh of relief. 

Sure, problems will be ongoing in that 
area of the world, and the United States 
(and the West in general) has a long road 
to walk before regaining a shred of integrity, | 
but at least Obama took the first steps 

For the people who've been protesting 


+ JAPAN - 


of Aug, 2010 must seem insanely close. With | 
the struggle consuming so much energy, 
achieving that end goal can seem like a 
shock. 

And yet, who would have imagined it 
would be seven years before the Americans 
left Iraq? It’s jarring to think that so much 
time has passed since those first emotional 
debates in Canada about whether or not 
we should join the Americans in seeking out 
Iraq's fictional weapons of mass destruction, 
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PROFILE OLD RECORDS - BY JEFF HOLUBITSKY | 964 words 


Today's Music Ain't Got The Same Soul 


TWO OUNCES OF VINYL'S TERRY 
PRIMROSE IS PASSIONATE 
ABOUT PRESERVING ROCK 
MUSIC’S VINYL LEGACY 


Whether the soundtrack of your 
early life was, like mine, dominated 
by the oddly respectable coolness of 
The Beatles, the cynicism of street 
punks like The Stones, and the 
drinkin’ music of The Band or The 
Dead, old vinyl records will always 
occupy a special place in the heart 
Analog records may be outdated, but 
music just sounds better when you 
hear it in the medium it was origi- 
nally designed to be heard 

Terry Primrose, owner of a small 
company called Two Ounces of Vi- 
nyl, is in tune with the lasting ap- 
peal of the disc and turntable. They 
have provided the soundtrack of his 
own 51 years. When he listens, he 


Living Life At 33 1/3 Revolutions Per Minute | Viny! aficionado Terry Primrose demonstrates the correct 


sits in a basement room with one 
chair and, yes, tube stereo. Music is 
not background noise in his mind. 
When he travels, he always goes to 
cities with an abundance of record 
stores. He doesn’t gamble, but re- 
cord vendors in Las Vegas know him 
by name. 

His personal collection holds more 
than 100,000 albums and he has 
about 15,000 more on sale for $10 
and up at a large stall at the Flea Mar- 
ket on 123rd Street and 111th Avenue, 
where the married autobody shop 
man earns the money to finance his 
serious, serious passion 

Some of his records are from ob- 
scure regional artists. Many come 
from downsizing empty-nesters and 
estate sales from the days a decade 
ago, when people just wanted to get 
rid of junk. Sometimes they're still 
wrapped in their original cellophane 


way to handle a disc. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


Most are rock, but he also sells jazz, 


blues, country, and even a few of 


those ripoff Living Strings collec- 
tions. 

SEE caught up with Primrose at 
the flea market on a recent Friday 
afternoon as he prepared for another 
busy weekend 


SEE Magazine: When did you start 
collecting records? 

Terry Primrose: I've always 
bought records, but I got serious 
about it in 1979. 1 thought | would 
collect all of the Hendrix records. | 
didn’t realize what I was getting into. 

SEE: But Jimi Hendrix only put out 
three studio albums, right? 

TP: By the time | quit and went 
onto something else, I had 100, any- 
way. There are European versions, 
all kinds of compilations and boot- 
legs, particularly when it comes to 





Hendrix. Electric Ladyland has a dif- 
ferent cover in Europe. In England it 
was released as two separate albums, 
Part 1 and Part 2, with two different 
covers. But I tracked them down. 

SEE: What are you into now? 

TP: Mainly progressive rock. It 
is a big genre and I have seven or 
eight thousand of that. There are so 
many obscure bands. You find that 
a lot of these prog bands have 15 or 
20 albums, but only in Germany or 
only in France. The European scene 
for that stuff is much bigger than in 
North America. 

SEE: What about The Beatles? 
You have a lot of compilations and 
solo projects here, but none of their 
actual albums. 

TP: There are a lot of copies out 
there, but most of them are destroyed. 
What makes an album valuable is 
condition. People bring them in here 


but once it's trashed it is worth zero. 
It's hard to find a mint White Album 
from the '60s. A mint Beatles album 
might be $100-$159 for a 60s press- 
ing. It has to be pristine. But every- 
body played them to death. 

SEE: What is the most rare album 
here? 

TP: I have a Sgt. Pepper's picture 
disc and that's $75, but a lot of the 
rarer stuff doesn’t make it onto the 
shelves. I know a lot of guys who col- 
lect The Beatles or ’60s rock and | 
just phone them when one comes in. 

SEE: Have you always been into 
vinyl? 

TP: Always, but there are a few 
of us diehards. | don’t know if it is 
a trend, but a lot of kids are buying 
records that weren't born when vinyl 
was deceased, about 1989 or 1990. 
Back then, if you wanted to find 
something you had to be serious, be- 
cause the record companies tried to 
kill it. They wanted people to buy 
CDs or whatever they were push- 
ing.... Now the major labels are real- 
izing there is a pretty big demand. 

SEE: What difference is it making 
in your business? 

TP: I hear all of the time about 
people bringing their turntables out 
of the basement. Lots of people my 
age are going back to it. This is my 
youth and to tell the truth, most peo- 
ple collect what they grew up with 
and what they knew as teenagers. 

SEE: So if someone wants, say, a 
Fleetwood Mac record before Lind- 
sey Buckingham and Stevie Nicks, 
you can tell how old they are? 

TP: Frankly, most other people 
don’t even know that exists. 

SEE: What about younger people? 

TP: I sell a lot of albums to younger 
kids 16 to about 22. They are looking 
mostly for ’70s rock. 

SEE: Why do you think that era 
appeals to them? 

TP: | think the problem now is that 
bands put out albums every two days 
and there is no quality control. It is 
easy to get stuff out there. I like new 
stuff too, so I don’t want to sound 
like I'm 75, but I listen to whatever 
is out there. The only thing I don't 
listen to is the Top 40. 
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Cabbage Patch Revolution 


NOUN - The day the garden fought back. “I thought the old stories about the 
Cabbage Patch Revolution sounded like fairytales. But, ever since the crops rose 
up and destroyed the town of Vermilion while putting a bounty on the heads of 
vegetarians, I've changed my view. The funny thing is, now that you have to chase 
down vegetables and kill them with your hands, they taste better.” 


heterofactual 


ADJECTIVE - Simultaneously proving and disproving a point. “Heterofactually speak- 
ing, | didn't wet the bed because it’s not my bed and, at the same time, the bed 


isn't wet anymore.” 


medievalsmosis 


NOUN - Analgorithm to decipher the etymology of people's names. “When you use 
medievalsmosis, Stephen Mandel becomes Samhain Mandible, Ed Stelmach 
becomes Truthhard Storm-master and Ralph Klein becomes Sissy Mistywhistler.” 


VERB - To jar someone from fantasy back into reality. “I was watching these two 
cardinals drink from my birdfeeder when an eagle dove in, bit the head off one of 
them, and pulled the other’s intestines through its eyes, completely moreauing the 
moment. Do you know how hard that is to wash off marble?” 


check out new vocab every week 
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LIFE EATING | 835 words 


Crack Chicken For Lunch 


I'D HEARD OF THE NOON-HOUR 
LEGENDS; NOW I HEADED DOWN 
TO SCOTIA PLACE TO SEE WHAT 
ALL THE FUSS IS ABOUT 





CHICKEN FOR LUNCH 
Scotia Place food court (10060 Jasper Ave) 





Those who rove Edmonton's Down- 
town Business Habitrail, the system 
of tiled corridors that connects office 
buildings to malls, eateries, and places 
of culture, speak of the little takeout 
joint in hushed tones of reverence; 
some even admiringly refer to it as 
“kinda greasy.” Before its proprietors 
became cable-TV reality show stars, 
it was probably only known to a few 
hundred faithful clients who make it 
part of their lunchtime plans at least 
once a week. Like some takeout food 
Lourdes, people line up there by the 
dozens every lunch hour to partake 
of its rumoured wonders. Ladies and 
germs, I give you the savoury, spicy 
enigma of Chicken for Lunch. 

I first heard the legend several 
years ago when | was doing some 
contract (read shit) work for a down- 
town law firm. The lawyers were all 
avid Chicken for Lunchers and the 
kiosk’s affable doyenne/proprietress 
Amy Quon — whose family also op- 
erates local Chinese food landmark 
The Lingnan — knew them each by 
name, as well as what their prefer- 
ences were among the chafing dishes 
of  poultry-based, 
selections over which she presided. 
A single visit didn’t turn me into a 
fanatical convert, 1 must admit, and 
I didn’t return to Chicken for Lunch 
for many years. 


Asian-themed 


A recent visit to the Scotia Place 
Food Court, however, affirmed that 


CFL was still commanding a loyal 
and patient audience willing to 
stand in a line at least twice as long 


as those forming at the food court's 
other takeout joints. I felt compelled, 
nay, obliged to get to the bottom of 
CFL's unflagging popularity. 

This requires a bit of planning. You 
don’t want to arrive at CFL right at 
noon or you'll find yourself at the tail 
end of 40 or more people queuing for 





vittles. Better to take an early or late 
lunch (CFL is open until 2 p.m.) and 
contend with just a few stragglers. 
You can pore over the large illumi- 
nated menu board if you like, but the 
fact is that most patrons go for the 
combo special which, if you opt for 
large ($7.75), entitles you to three 
different kinds of chicken, veggies, 
rice, noodles and sprouts, and what- 
ever else Amy sees fit to throw in 
for you. One of the perks for regular 
patrons is that they find their order 
augmented with extra food or, in the 
case of the person in the line ahead 
of me, discounted as some kind of 
frequent flyer bonus 

When I reached the front of the 
line, Amy greeted me as her buddy 
and asked me what I wanted. I said a 
large combo, she asked me if I liked 
spicy, and began compiling a Styro- 
foam container of food without giv- 
ing any indication she had heard my 
reply. In fact, she started taking the 
order of the guy behind me, whom 
she called “boss” and curtly told that 
she already knew what he wanted. | 
accepted my elastic band-wrapped 
container, paid my $7.75 


AFAMILY AFFAIR THE QUON FAMILY ALSO OWNS THE LINGNAN ON 105TH AVENUE AND 104TH STREET * 





Tasty Chicken | Try to show up at Chicken For Lunch before the lunch hour or after. Otherwise, you't hit a line-up like this one. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


My container held an underlay of 
starch, steamed broccoli and carrots, 
sprouts and fat Shanghai noodles, 
topped with chicken curry in a thick, 
iridescent sauce, ginger chicken 
dosed with syrupy sauce and another 
variety of a deep-fried chicken bits 


flecked with red chili peppers. The 


ous quantity of food. 1 should add 
that even though two of the items 
were deep-fried, they were absolutely 
distinct from one another. The gin- 
ger chicken had a crunchy, highly 
articulated coating like dry garlic ribs 
sometimes have, and the sauce had 
a pleasing citrusy tang that balanced 





THE TAB: $7.75 FOOD ONLY 
THE GIST: FOOD COURT LEGEND STILL STANDING TALL 
TRY: WHATEVER YOU ARE GIVEN 





latter item is known to regulars as 
“crack chicken” for its legendary ad- 
dictive properties. 

I should say right off the top that 
there was no question of value of the 
money — we're talking about a seri- 


out its sweetness. The spicy chicken 
had a thicker, puffier breading, the 
kind you might find on sweet and 
sour chicken balls, and was well sea- 
soned with salt, a fact you'd do well 
to remember along with your doc- 


tor's cautions about hypertension 
The menu board may have described 
the chicken curry as “Thai chicken,” 
but it reminded me more of Japa 
nese-style curries that are more sa- 
voury and aromatic than fiery. 

In all, it was quite a satisfying re 
past, though the many trips to the 
water cooler in the afternoon to 
counter the osmotic effect of all 
the salt I’d ingested persuaded me 
the combo special is best enjoyed as 
an occasional treat. If you're given 
to heeding popular acclaim, you'll 
feel compelled to figure out a way 
to make it to the Scotia Place Food 
Court and join the throng that gath- 
ers there every day for their chick- 
en fix, if only to see what the fuss 
is about 


eee 
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ACCENT EUROPEAN LOUNGE 

8223-104 St., 780-431-0179 

THE TAB: $51 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: As ever, a Euro-comfort food 
landmark 

TRY: The steak tartar ($14) 

AVOID: Strenuous post-dining activity 


COLONEL MUSTARD’S CANTEEN 
10802-124 St., 780-488-1590 

THE TAB: $41 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Multi-hued sammich joint does 
gourmet dinner 

TRY: Caramelized onion and roasted 
tomato pizza ($12) 


THE COPPER POT 

101, 9707-110 St., 452-7800 

THE TAB: $67 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Fabulous new menu, great view, 
a casual-fancy night out 

TRY: Braised Bison Short Ribs and House 
Made Duck Sausage ($30) 

AVOID: The politicians 


EL RANCHO SPANISH RESTAURANT 
11810-87 St., 780-471-4930 

THE TAB: $33 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: Solid Mexi-Salvadorean fare, 
nice room, indifferent service. 


TRY: The Enchilada Mexicana 
BEWARE: Mathematical errors 


FANTASIA NOODLE HOUSE 

10518 Jasper Ave., 780-428-0943 
THE TAB: $17.40 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Serviceable Vietnamese. 


THE HAT RESTO PUB 

10271 Jasper Ave., 780-429-4471 

THE TAB: $42.95 for three (food only) 
THE GIST: Edmonton greasy-spoon land- 
mark goes upscale 

TRY: The Burgers! 

BEWARE: The sticker shock. 


MASALAZ 
4218-66 St. 780-484-0582 

THE TAB: $28 for two (food only) 
THE GIST: Affordable, authentic south 
Indian cuisine, strip-mall ambience 
TRY: The masala dossa with sambar 
($6.99) 

AVOID: The table near the entrance 


MUCHO BURRITO FRESH MEXICAN GRILL 
10124-109 St., 780-429-4220 

THE TAB: $8.48 (food only) 

THE GIST: You were expecting fancy, 
maybe? 

TRY: The burrito 


AVOID: The lunch rush 


PIZZERIA PREGO 

5860-11] St, 780-439-7734 

THE TAB: $19.49 (12-inch loaded pizza) 
THE GIST: Hand-crafted pizza in a class of 
its own 

TRY: The salads. 


SUSHI WASABI 

5714-1 St., 780-433-0533 

THE TAB: $50 for two (food only) 

THE GIST: The best raw fish in town 
TRY: The assorted sushi or sashimi 
AVOID: The construction on Ith Street 





SPEAKING FROM THE DRAGONS’ DEN 


An evening with Arlene Dickinson, CEO, Venture Communications Ltd. As seen on Dragons’ Den, CBC TV 


Shaw Theatre, NAIT Main Campus, 11762-106 Street, Edmonton | Thursday, March 26 @6:30 pm | Tickets: $20.40 per person 


agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex: classifieds | the back 





the front 








“CROL) FBc00 


UO) LUSS 





spring fashion 


CANCER PREVENTION RESEARCH STUDY 


The study involves participating in an approved weight-lo 
in your community. Call today or visit us online to find ou 
programs qualify. 

www.acb-benefit.com 1.866.765.8596 (tol 


O atverta 


CANCER BOARD A port of Alberta Hentth Services 


ALBERTA DRAMA FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION 
—— EDMONTON REGION prowp y presents -—-——¥———— 


stage struck! 2009 


REGIONAL ONE -ACT PLAY FESTIVAL 


INCLUDING WORKS BY + CHAD CARLSON + GERALD OSBORN + BARBARA NORTH 
GILLIAN PLOWMAN + MICHELE VANCE HEHIR + ZILLUR RAHMAN JOHN 


ADJUDICATED BY MARIANNE COPITHORNE 


march 6 & 7, 7PM | walterdale playhouse 


10322 83RD AVENUE, EDMONTON 


TIX-ON-THE-SQUARE | 780-420-1757 | www.tixonthesquare.ca 


ZS THIS EVENT IS SPONSORED BY 
adfa= CA Foundation 


alberta 1 L° Cag festival association 
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Amy Rollins | Student 


BY CHANTAL GAGNON : 


My Look: Laid back. : 
Wearing: I'm wearing my Cheap Monday men's jeans — skinny legged and black. They are 
my favourite because they are super-comfy. I'm wearing a V-neck that has akoifishonit,and 
my fake leather jacket from H&M. My favourite shoes are probably Converse. | have, like, six 
different colours of them and six different pairs. They are just comfortable and pretty much | 
go with everything. 

Hair: My hair has been overdyed. | think it’s orange undemeath a really dark brown, so it's 
turned out kind of auburny. I'm growing it out for the first time ever. 

Accessories: | have my pearls on a silver chain. | wear this one a lot. And my St. Christopher 
pendant, which | think was my grandma's, and then my parents gave it to me. Then | have my 
one piece of expensive jewelry, and that's my heart necklace that my boyfriend gave me. 
Wanna be in My Look? Send your photo to style@see.greatwest.ca. 
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The Water Of Life Flows Around The World 





BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
WHISKY PRODUCERS IN 
CANADA, INDIA, AND JAPAN 
ARE GIVING SCOTLAND AND 
IRELAND A RUN FOR THEIR 
MONEY 





Though Scotland and Ireland are 
known as whisky’s homeland, “water 
of life” (as it’s called in Gaelic) has 
washed up on many other shores 
Canada, the United States, 
and even Japan are established whis- 


India, 


ky producers, even though they may 
not be the primary country associ- 
ated with this spirit. 

Many people snub these so-called 
“foreign” whiskies, dubbing them 
inauthentic. But let’s not forget that 
this is the 21st century. Globaliza- 
tion is a fact of life, and though the 
historic producers may enjoy greater 
cachet, their products are not neces- 
sarily better than those hailing from 
elsewhere. New whisky producers 
have both captured the traditional 
style and created entirely new ones 

Given the comparative value of 
many non-traditional whiskies, 
more and more people are turning 
towards them out of necessity. A 
bottle of single malt Scotch starts 
around $50, but you can often get a 
good bottle of Canadian or Japanese 
whisky for $10 less. I say let the tra- 
ditionalists cringe over their evening 


drams — these other whiskies taste 


good. Really good 
Oh, 


note: the Irish and Americans spell it 


and on a grammatical side 


“whiskey” with an “e,” while every- 


one else excludes this letter 


CANADA 

Though there are no regulations 
governing the type of grain used to 
make Canadian whisky, the majority 
of it is made from rye — hence it is 
commonly called “rye” within our 
borders. (Actually, when I was a wee 
lass I didn’t even know that rye was 
whisky — I assumed it was something 
else entirely.) 

Because of its base grain, Cana- 
dian whisky tends to be on the sweet 
side. This makes it easier to quaff, 
especially for those who haven't 
fully developed their whisky legs yet 
However, it can easily drift into the 
cloyingly sweet and overly oaked end 
of the spectrum. But if you’re just 
using it to make highballs, that won't 
really matter. 

There are not a lot of high-end 
Canadian ryes out there except for a 
couple of premium labels, but since 
the market for high-end rye is small, 
these bottles often cost only a few 
bucks more than the regular stuff 
The standard bearer would be Glen 
Breton, which has created Canada’s 
only single malt whisky. Gibson's and 
Century Reserve have also released 
notable premium bottlings 


UNITED STATES 

The most renowned American whis 
key is bourbon, which must contain 
at least 51 per cent corn and be aged 


in new oak barrels for a minimum 


of two years. The name comes from 
where 


(Oddly 


enough, there are currently no bour 


Bourbon County, Kentucky 


the stuff was first produced 


bon producers within the county.) 


Bourbon often has a distinct smoky 
quality, which comes from toasting 
the oak barrels, charring the inside 
This flavour can be very interesting 
and unique, though sometimes it 
gets a bit overblown. I’ve had bour 
bon that was so smoky it was like 
licking an ashtray. 

The U.S. also makes rye whiskey. 
which must be at least 51 per cent 
rye, and Tennessee whisky, which 
is a blend of corn and rye. The most 
common example of the latter is the 
ever-popular Jack Daniels. All Amer- 
ican whiskey, especially bourbon, 
tends to be somewhat sweet. 

Many premium bourbons are 
available in Alberta. Try Labrot & 
Graham Woodford Old 


Prentice Eagle Rare 10-year-old, or 


Reserve, 


Pappy Van Winkle's Family Reserve 
20-year-old 


INDIA 


ust like rum, rather than the malted 
grain that is usually used 

The wealthier parts of Indian so- 
ciety have drunk whisky since the 
British Raj, but the country still isn’t 
really known as a whisky-drinking or 
-producing culture. 

The average person drinks the mo- 





asses-based stuff, while those who | 
can afford it usually buy something 


foreign. Times are changing, though, 


and the increase in demand for | 


Scotch and other premium whiskies | 


has resulted in a recent surge in the 








EVENTS 


2009 EDMONTON JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE, MAR 8 Featuring 
six films from the Jewish film community including Alan 
Dershowitz's documentary The Case for Israel. 
AMISKWACIY ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE AMISKWACIY 
ACADEMY, 101 AIRPORT RD,, MAR 9 Arts and craft sale. Pro- 
ceeds go toward the academy's graduation and leadership 
committees. Doors at 2:30 p.m. 
DR. PETER FLYNN UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA CAMPUS, MAR 
5 Professor of mechanical engineering at the U of A speaks 
about renewable resources. Natural Resource Engineering 
Facility, Doors at 4 p.m. 
DR. THOMAS MALABY UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA CAMPUS, 
MAR 9 Dr. Thomas Malaby, cultural anthropologist from the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, discusses the cultural 
phenomenon of online games. Humanities Centre L 1. Doors 
at7p.m. 
FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 9704 
TITHAVE, MAR4 For Parents and children up to 17. Doors at 
6:30 p.m. Info: 780-474-7611. 
HENRY KREISEL MEMORIAL LECTURE TIMMS CENTRE 

| FOR THE ARTS, B7THAVE. & 112TH ST, MARS With Dany 

" Leferrie, author of How To Make Love To A Negro Without 

_ Getting Tired. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

INTENSIONS: MESSAGE & MEDIUM IN FIBRE ART 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL, 10186 106TH ST, MAR 7 Artist 






FAUX THIRD SPACE, 1516103 ST, MAR 7 Northern Light 
tre’s annual fundraiser. Doors at 7 p.m. 


PAGAN PATHWAYS 09: CARE FOR THE SOUL UKRAI- 
MIAN CENTRE, 11018 97 ST, MAR7- 8 A two-day event with 
multiple speakers and facilitators talking about “Care of the 
Soul”. Doors at 8 a.m. 

SCIENCE SUNDAY EARTH SCIENCES BUILDING, U OF A CAM- 
PUS, MAR 8 Kids ages five to 12 explore the natural sciences 
through hands-on activities. Doors at 12 p.m. 

SNOW DAZE GALLAGHER HILL/ EDMONTON SKI CLUB, MAR 
6 Partles, tobogganing, snowboarding and skiing info: 
wwwwinterlight.ca. 


| SOCIAL MEDIA RELATIONS BUSINESS LINK, 100-10237 


| 


| 





104TH ST, MAR 5 Workshop focusing on getting the word 
out on your business event, or community organization 
online, Doors at 10 a.m. 

STAR PARTY CORONATION PARK, 11425 142ND ST, MAR7 
Star gazing. Info: www.winterlight.ca. 

TALES ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL, 10475 BOTH AVE, MAR 5 
With Dawn Blue, Kathy Jessup and Kate Quinn. Doors at 
Tp.m. 

THURSDAY NIGHT MOVIE CARGO & JAMES TEA, 10634 
WHYTE AVE., MAR 5 Doors at 6:30 p.m. 

TIMOTHY SNYDER PEMBINA HALL, U OF A CAMPUS, MAR 
5 Lecture and Book-signing with author of The Red Prince: 
The Secret Lives of a Habsburg Archduke and Professor of 
History at Yale University. 


QUEER 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture, Info; 
andre grace@ualberta.ca or 780-492-0772. 

BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP A social group for 


bi-curious and bisexual women. Every 2nd Tue of the month. 


8 p.m. Info: http://groupsyahoo.com/f 

EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON, 10804 119TH ST. Mixer for older gay men and 
admirers, Every second Sunday of the month. Doors at 2:30 
p.m. Info: www.primetimersww.org/edmonton. 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
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| THECARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 18TH 


AVE. Casual networking with GLBT business community. 
2nd Wednesday every month, Locations listed on www. 
edmontonrba.org. 

EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTQ 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 


| lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 
| allied community members, and police officers. Info: 


epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. 

FREE TO BE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL 10) 
AMISKWACIY ACADEMY INFO: VOLLEYBALL@TEAMEDMON- 
TON.CA. Doors at 8 p.m. 

HIV SUPPORT GROUP PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 IIITH AVE. 
Second Monday every month from. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: 


| Tichard@pridecentreedmonton.org/780-488-3234. 
| PRIDE CENTRE 9540 111 AVE, 780-488-3234. Drop-in, 


library, and community Internet services available. Info: 


| 780-488-3234 or www.pridecentreofedmonton.org. 





DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 


10442 whyte ave 439.1273 








Middle Cyclone 


NEKO CASE 
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ndian whiskies have a molasses base 


local production of whiskies made 
from malt and other 
The 


whisky is Amrut 


gr ains 

first of this new wave of Indian 
This whisky was 
the first to meet EU regulations, and 
is a great example of the industry's 
potential. Amrut has three different 
bottlings available throughout Al 
berta, all single malts. They certainly 
taste very different from the rest of 
the but definitely 


worth a shot 


world’s whiskies, 


JAPAN 
Though you may find it strange to 
associate Japan with whisky, the Jap 
anese are no strangers to distillation 
Japan is the fourth-largest whisky 
producer in the world. Japanese 


whisky is usually made from a blend 


of rye and barley, but single-grain 
also produced. The 
style tends to be more reminiscent of 
Scotch, 


towards the sweeter side 


whiskies are 


though often leaning more 


of the Japanese whisky 


»ack to Masa 


The origins « 
industry can be traced 
taka Taketsuru, a young entrepre- 
neur who studied whisky production 
in Scotland before establishing his 


own distillery in Japan 





This business became Nikka, one 
of the biggest whisky producers 
in Japan, rivaled only by Suntory. 


These two companies dominate Ja 
pan’s industry 

In Alberta you'll probably only be 
able to find the Yamazaki whiskies 
from Suntory; | particularly enjoy 
the 18-year-old 
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CENTURY 
CASINO 


MARCH | TICKETS $29.95 


Tse FORTUNES 


MARCH | TICKETS $34.95 


TROOPER 


HONEYMN 


APRIL | ments $29.95 


IN SUITE 


APRIL | TICKETS $29.95 
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IT 5 IT JUST SEEMS ARROGANT TO ME TO THINK THAT | 
THE APOCALYPSE HAS TO INCLUDE THE ENTIRE WORLD. | 


MUSIC 





MUSIC PROFILE - ALT-COUNTRYPOLITAN - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK (781 words 


Clem Snide Gets Earnest 


AFTER THEIR 2006 BREAKUP, 
EEF BARZELAY’S BANDMATES 
RETURN TO THE NEST WITH 
HUNGRY BIRD 





“I think a lot about death,” says Eef 
Barzelay over the phone from Nash- 
ville — and so that’s what we mainly 
talk about for the next half hour. 

First we talk about the death of his 
band Clem Snide, who recorded five 
dryly witty indie rock/alt-country al- 
bums between 1998 and 2005 before 
disbanding in the wake of a tense 
tour in support of the album End of 
Love. “We came back from this long 
tour,” Barzelay says, “and things 
weren't looking too good. I was re- 
ally disappointed with the manager 
we'd had for a long time, our label 
spinART was in the process of dis- 
solving, so in defiance of everything 
falling apart around us, we decided, 
‘Okay, let's make an immense enor- 
mous conceptual album like Dark 
Side of the Moon.”” 

The initial sessions went well, but 
when it came time for band mem- 
bers (and cousins) Pete and Brandan 
Fitzpatrick to take those recordings 
to Brooklyn and flesh them out ... 
well, to use Barzelay’s phrase, “That's 
when interband tension manifested 
itself.” The fact that, while the band 
had never been especially profit- 
able for any of its members, Barze- 
lay, as sole songwriter, was the only 
one eking out a living from it, did 
not exactly make things any more 
harmonious. 

Long story short: the band dis- 
solved, Barzelay recorded a couple 
of solo albums, and eventually tem- 
pers cooled enough not just for those 
songs from 2006 to make it onto a 
new Clem Snide disc entitled Hun- 
gry Bird but also for the band to 
reunite for a tour. (“I still haven't 





. 


made up with Pete, though,” Barze- 
lay confesses. “There’s been tension 
between us for years — a competi- 
tiveness. He's Irish Catholic and I’m 
Jewish — those two different forms 
of guilt are always a volatile mix.”) 
But you know what? The delay 
may have been a good thing for 
Hungry Bird, whose brooding fixa- 
tion on apocalypses both global and 
personal (many of the songs were 
inspired by Barzelay watching his 
mother slowly die of cancer) feels 
more in tune with the mood of 2009 
than 2006. “Death is hard to talk 
about,” he says. “There's no con- 
scious point or agenda I’m trying to 
get to — it's more of a subconscious 
thing. The way | started thinking 
about my mother dying was to think 
about her molecules; that she was 
now going to return to the earth and 








| 
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Major Minor Show | Mice! Rutan Pete Sagar help out The Hydeaway ths Sunday. PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 


= 


Clem De La Clem | The early bird gets the worm, but the Hungry Bird gets a belated CD release. PHOTO COURTESY OF 429 RECORDS 


P 


the soil, and how we're all just mol- 
ecules — we're all just stardust, you 
know? And if you really examine a 
molecule, everything is made up of 
atoms, and atoms are 99.9 per cent 
empty space. That blows my mind 
— I don’t know why it doesn’t blow 
everybody's mind.” 

Barzelay doesn't entirely abandon 
his sense of humour on Hungry Bird, 
but there's definitely a sombre qual- 
ity to the disc — especially tracks 
like “Me No” and “Our Time Will 
Come,” which tap into the same end- 
of-the-line resignation as Cormac 
McCarthy's The Road or Werner 
Herzog’s documentary Encounters 
at the End of the World. “It's not a 


apocalypse, but there are apoca- 
lypses going on right now, all over 
the world. If you live in Sudan, and 
some fucking mujahadeen rides by 
on horseback to slaughter your vil- 
lage, you've just had an apocalypse! 
This idea that the apocalypse means 
blanketing the planet with nuclear 
warheads — it just seems arrogant to 
me to think that the apocalypse has 
to include the entire world.” 

The album climaxes with the epic, 
eight-minute “Pray,” whose repeated 
lyric “Pray for the non-believer” ends 
the world on an ambiguous note of 
salvation. “The groove is kind of 
hokey, and it’s got this stiffness to it 
too,” Barzelay says, “but I wanted it 





but there's also a resentment of him 


too. 

“That stiffness is important to me 
It can be a little frustrating, because 
the kind of indie rock that's popu- 
lar now, generally speaking, is so 
exquisitely done. There's a level of 
sophistication in the performing and 
the arranging and the production 
that you never saw even 10 years 
ago. And that's great, but I don't 
subscribe to that. I’m not trying to 
make garage rock — I’m not Pussy 
Galore or Royal Trux — but music is 
supposed to be a little challenging to 
listen to. It's not supposed to hit your 
ears like a big bowl of honey. I don't 
know — I’m just an imperfectionist, 











political thing,” Barzelay says. “And _ that way. I wanted it to sound like a _I guess.” S I 

it's not some 2012, doomsday, Rap- Methodist choir somewhere in Kan- - 

ture shit either. It's this feeling... sas singing this song where they gen- Hungry Bird (429 Records) | 

Okay, I mean, people talk about the _ uinely want to help the non-believer, is in stores now. | 
i} 

HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 

BREAKING GLASS | GROWING BEARDS LIQUEFYING MOOSE 

Fix the Window Fundraiser Underoath The Jimmy Swift Band 

Hydeaway « March 8 Edmonton Event Centre « Mar. 10 Starlite Room + March 7 


$10 | At the door 


Some douche busted one of The Hydeaway's 
windows and left the all-ages venue in a bit 
of a bind. On the bright side, Edmonton's in- 
die music community has stepped up to the 
challenge and is throwing a musical mini-fes- 
tival in hopes of raising enough cash for some 
new glass. The guest list is long, and includes 
Eamon McGrath, Micahel Rault, Peter Sagar, 
/a slough of other bands who owe the all- 
ene a lot. So if you like music, and art 
venues without broken windows, here's your 
chance to cash in, big time. 


$27 | Ticketmaster 


A Christian metalcore band? It sounds like 
an oxymoron, but these guys, most of them 
hailing from Tampa, Fla., are arguably the 
biggest Christian rock combo in the busi- 
ness. In fact, they were able to persuade 
thousands of their male fans to mark the 
September 2008 release of their CD Lost in 
the Sound of Separation by spending August 
growing a beard, and sending them photos 
documenting their daily progress. Look for a 
very itchy bunch of rock fans to congregate at 
Edmonton Event Centre this Tuesday. 








$15 | Ticketmaster 


The sound of this Halifax quartet (none of 
whose members is actually named Jimmy 
Swift) has been variously compared to 
“Daft Punk on Jagermeister,” “Iron Maiden 
on ecstasy,” and “a moose being put through 
a garbage disposal.” That last one was 
Exclaim!'s vivid attempt to describe front- 
man Craig Mercer's electronically distorted 
vocals. Whatever you call it, they've got 2 
new double album due out this spring... just 
as soon, presumably, as they clean out the 
moose entrails from the recording booth. 
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MP3 OBSESSION OF THE WEEK ROY BUDD'S JAZZY MAIN THEME FROM THE 197] MICHAEL CAINE CRIME CLASSIC GET CARTER. 
DEFINITELY IN THE RUNNING FOR GREATEST BASSLINE OF ALL TIME 


MUSIC PROFILE : POLITICAL PUNK - BY KATHLEEN BELL | 607 words 


Propagandhi: Still Angry, Still Screaming 


THE SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS 
PUNKS ENTER THEIR THIRD 
DECADE WITH THE FEROCIOUS- 
AS-EVER SUPPORTING CASTE 





“There is us with a woman from Af 
ghanistan in the picture, coming to a 
dinner table where we've mindlessly 
eaten some guy, oblivious to his 
pain,” explains Propagandhi bassist 
and part-time vocalist Todd Kowal 
ski. “We're oblivious to the pain of 
this woman who's had acid poured 
on her face, we're oblivious to this 
Iraq solider who's melted and worn 
All their pain and every idea in the 


world we're oblivious to and we're 





just havin’ a grand ol’ time. Like in 
Canada: ‘Who cares?’” 

If you're worried your favourite 
socio-political punks have lost their 
zeal, their activist spirit — even their 
marbles — don't be. Kowalski is just 
taking the time to explain his person 
al contribution to many a thought- 
provoking work scattered among the 
liner notes of Propagandhi’s new CD 
Supporting Caste. This particularly 
detailed satirical cartoon, drawn by 
Kowalski himself, shows the boys 
chowing on human flesh while wash 
ing it all down with some red wine. Is 
it off-putting? Yes. But if you con- 
sider the source, anything less and 
I'd be worried. 

According to Kowalski, the image 
is an amalgamation of “Supporting 
Caste” and “Humane Meat (The 
Flensing of Sandor Katz),” two of 
Supporting Caste’s most striking 
songs. The former is an unyield 
ing example of Propagandhi’s dedi- 
cation to constantly improving as 
musicians; the latter is a sardonic 
example of their dedication to con- 
sistently pointing out the absurd way 


Give Them Their Props | With their new disc Supporting Caste, Propagandhi is still putting their money where their mouths are. PHOTO BY MANDY MALAZDREWICH 


the western world insists on behav 
Ing on this planet As if it were pos- 
sible to ignore the driving sounds of 
the band’s thrash punk (or the ideas 
their music serves up), the cries of 
somebody being chopped up for 
cooking on “Humane Meat” make 


the song a standout 


and so we kind of just removed the 
animal, put him in place for satirical 
reasons, just to show that clearly this 
isn't humane 
“Humane Meat” is one of the few 
instances on Supporting Caste where 
the band uses humour to make thei 


point; most of the rest of the album 


It's about people who live in their 
house or in their basement watching 
TV and becoming more and more 
afraid of everything,” Kowalski says 
“They're afraid to walk the streets 
that kids have to spend their lives 
on and they still feel like they’re the 


tough ones, ‘cause they’re supported 


“IT’S ABOUT PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THEIR HOUSE OR IN THEIR BASEMENT 
WATCHING TV AND BECOMING MORE AND MORE AFRAID OF EVERYTHING.” 


“That's someone cutting bread and 
some fake screaming over it, for a 
laugh,” says Kowalski with a chuck 
le. “[Sandor Katz] wrote a book and 
{Propagandhi co-founder Chris Han 
nah] read it. It makes light of the 


idea of humanely killing animals, 


is quite serious and dark. “The Fu- 
neral Procession” is a reaction to the 
suicide of a friend and local activist, 
Effects” 


rippling consequences of drug abuse, 


‘Incalculable laments the 


while “This is Your Life” stabs at our 
culture of fear. 


by a big army, they're supported by 
the police. People who care are bleed 
ing hearts.’ 

I figure bleeding hearts like Kowal 
ski's are bound to weaken after more 
than 20 years in the business, but 
Propagandhi shows no signs of giv- 





ing up hope or giving in to the evils 
of this world 
“| always think that here in North 


America we geta chance to be re 





signed, but if there is someone in the 
Congo and their village is surround 
ed and they're going to be massacred, 
they don’t have a choice,” Kowal- 
ski says. “If it's Canadian companies 
that have a hand in that, then to be 
resigned doesn’t make sense — it's 
not fair to be resigned,” 

And so we have another addition 
to the discography 
and another warning to world. For 


Propagandhi 


all our sakes, hopefully someone's 
listening 


Supporting Caste (Smallman 
Records) goes on sale Mar. 10. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW ON THE MOVE - BY TRENT WILKIE |562 words 


Where In The World Is Luke Doucet? 


PHOTO COURTESY OF SIX SHOOTER RECORDS 





TRAVEL ISN'T JUST WHAT 
SINGER/SONGWRITER LUKE 
DOUCET SPENDS MOST OF THE 
YEAR DOING; IT’S WHO HE IS 





LUKE DOUCET 

w/ Amelia Curran. Myer Horowitz Theatre (University of 
Alberta) Fri. Mar 6 (7:30pm). Tickets: $20, available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) 





Luke Doucet needs to travel. | 
wouldn't say “likes to travel” — “like” 
suggests an element of choice. With 
Doucet, travel is more a fevered ne- 
cessity than any kind of conscious 
decision. It’s more like breathing or 
blinking. Yessiree, when those boots 
are made for... all right, all right, you 
get the drift. 

“Travel permeates all my work,” 
Doucet says. “You know, I've lived in 
Halifax, Antigonish, Winnipeg, then 
I moved to the Sunshine Coast, then 
Winnipeg for 12 years, then back to 
Vancouver for nine years, then to 
Toronto for five, Nashville for a year, 
and now | live in Hamilton. On top 
of that, I’m on the road eight to 10 
months of the year. So when I dwell 
on those things, it's not a creative de- 
cision; it’s just a reflection of how my 
life has been. “ 

Doucet's latest album, Blood’s Too 


Rich, is not a road album. Nor is it 
a travel album or a theme album. 
It is a collection of songs that just 
happen to mention different cit- 
ies and people and places on the 
planet. Doucet knows this and un- 
derstands the need for reviewers to 
give things cute little tie-together rib- 
bons, but this album goes far deeper 
than the usual tour album, to the 
point where it turns into more of an 
abstract biography. 

“When I was 11, I left home for 
six weeks and travelled by myself,” 
Doucet explains. “Then I did the 
same thing when I was 13. It's just a 
huge part of my life. I think a lot of 
people romanticize it because they 
start to tour in bands and all of a 
sudden, three weeks later, they feel 
like seasoned road veterans and they 
start writing songs about being on 
the road and it is pretty silly. But to 
be clear, my life has been very differ- 
ent from that. It’s not a ‘Hey, I’m on 
the road, I’m going to romanticize it’ 
type of thing. This is what I’ve been 
doing my whole life.” 

And whereas many of those neo- 
phyte travellers _ sentimentalize 
Canada’s small towns and empty 
spaces, Doucet admits to a fondness 
for those grey pockets of asphalt and 


concrete 

“l've always harboured a bit of awe 
when it comes to big cities,” he says. 
“What happens in them and the way 
people relate to them — I’ve always 
found that extraordinarily fascinat- 
ing. | don’t remember who said this 
so I could quote them properly, but 
they said, ‘The city is man's greatest 
creation.’ And although I’ve never 
intellectualized or thought about it 
in those terms, | think that I share 
that feeling. At least, I have a certain 
degree of awe that would be a reflec- 
tion of that. 

“Every time I went to Vancouver, 
that was a big city. Then Toronto, 
and that was a big city, and then I 
went to Nashville and that's not so 
much a big city but as far as the mu- 
sic industry is concerned it is. My life 
is a result of the perpetual myth of 
needing to go to a bigger place where 
I can be anonymous.” 

A little online research reveals that 
the person who originated the quote 
Doucet was referring to was Prof. 
Maxwell Hutchinson, former presi- 
dent of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. And he said “invention,” 
not “creation.” All in all, not bad for 
a fellow who spends most of his time 
on the road. 
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+ BY KATHLEEN BELL | 612 words 


ON MONDAY, THE OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE PASSED HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 1047, 


NAMING THE FLAMING LIPS' “DO YOU REALIZE??” OKLAHOMA'S OFFICIAL STATE ROCK SONG. 


Adaline Vs. Piano: Lopsided Battle 


THE VANCOUVER SINGER 
NEARLY DESTROYED HER 
KEYBOARD WRITING HER 
DEBUT ALBUM, BUT IT WAS FOR 
AGOOD CAUSE 





ADALINE 
w/ Hector Fector and Daniel Moir. Brixx Bar & Grill (10030- 
1025St). Thu, Mar 5 (9pm). Tickets: $8 at the door. 





Come here sweetheart, 

I'm crazy ‘bout your eyes, but I’m 
not sold on your smile 

Could you cover it up? 

I heard somewhere that there's a 
doctor you can see 

To fix that up and turn _you into 

Something I want to see. 


Adaline wrote the above lyrics in 
frustration. Exasperated with the su- 
perficiality see saw around her, her 
anger induced a fit of inspiration. As 
she pounded on her piano, the words 
that boiled forth turned into “Whiter/ 
Straighter,” a cabaret number crash- 
ing its way onto Adaline’s 2008 de- 
but Famous for Fire. “Sometimes it's 
a really weird experience,” she says. 
“You feel like an artistic medium, like 
you're just this person who picks up 
on some kind of artistic energy and 
the next thing you know there's lyr- 


ics coming out.” 

With its slinky horns and ham 
mering keys, “Whiter/Straighter” is 
seductive and dark, There's a confi 
dence to the vocals that makes the 
track seem more like a slap in the 
face than a siren song. “Now I can 
play [‘Whiter/Straighter’] and have 
fun with it,” Adaline says, “because 
it's not such a raw emotion for me.” 

This from a singer whose music 
constantly reveals her at our most 
vulnerable. “I find it the most scary 
when you first play [a song] because 
it's fresh and it's usually relating to 
something you're going through at 
that exact moment,” she says. “It’s 
really hard to sing it knowing every 
one is going to know exactly where 
your heart is at in that moment.” 

It took a while for the Vancouver- 
based songstress to open herself up 
to playing in front of an audience 
While attending UBC, she lent her 
talents to other bands and did some 
session work as a backup singer, but 
kept her own work private. “It wasn’t 
until a year after | graduated,” she 
says. “I was working at a serving job 
and felt really frustrated because I 
knew I wanted to pursue music, so 
I just dove in head first and put on 
a huge concert and started recording 


right after that.” 

Because Adaline had such a clear 
vision of what she wanted her debut 
to be — no EPs, no rushed first efforts 

Famous for Fire took over a year to 
put down. In addition to the electric 
loops and bass beats that are integral 
to her sound, it became Adaline’s 
turn to bring in session players for 


the string and brass arrangements 


ne heard in her head 
Whereas she was once nervous to 


ay for others, now she's more than 


willing to strip down her art over the 
phone, and as J ask about “Meaning 
less Meeting,” she bubbles over with 
delight, It seems I’ve accurately in 


terpreted her agonized repetition of 





am free, I am free, | am free,” as 
false conviction (which is good — it’s 
a little embarrassing when you mess 
those types of things up) 

“That's exactly what it is! So 
many people don’t get it,” she says, 
though I find that doubtful. “That 
song is about meaningless intimacy, 
and that's just something I see is so 
prevalent everywhere now — the 
idea that we can control intimacy, 
compartmentalize it, and completely 
omit the other person. How we feel 
safer in those relationships because 


we don’t have to reveal who we really 





Whiter, Straighter, Piano Desecrator | Adaline may look sweet, but writing her song “Whiter/Straighter” was a surprisingly 


Violent process. PHOTO SUPPLIED 

are. How so many people think that 
they've discovered a way to control 
intimacy and how, ultimately, that’s a 
lie. I don’t really think that the singer 
in that song is free.” 


Adaline seems so self-possessed, 


so aware of her lyrical content, and 
so disposed to expose herself, after 
chatting with her, it’s hard to be- 
lieve she ever felt the need to beat 
out “Whiter/Straighter” over a poor, 
helpless piano 
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MUSIC BUZZ» MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS | 77 words 


Drummertime, And The Living Is Easy 








Hm: I wonder who's opening up 
for Witch at New City March 13? 
Let's just have a look and the poster 
new. A-a-a-a-and ... no one? Actu- 
ally, it turns out that Twin Fangs, 
who tend to play once a year these 
days, are openers. Given that drum- 
mer Penny Buckner has chosen to 
grace Vancouver with her perma- 
nent presence soon, you might want 
to catch this one. Unsubstantiated 
rumours that Or What? might make 
an appearance have turned out to be 


completely false — but maybe one of 
these days. 


Backstage at Shout Out Out Out 
Out Sunday, Willie Zimmerman 
loosed the news that he and the 
band’s drummer, Clint Frazier, are 
working on a new side project called 
Ninety-Nine One Hundred. That 
may be slightly off, but Zimmerman 
says it's spelled out, rather than 99 
100. Either way, pretty cool name. 
“It's basically what we do now,” he 
says, “but more pop-oriented. I'll be 
singing.” 

If you think the busy, impossibly 
tight band can't handle side projects 
you're forgetting that Whitey Hous- 
ton lives and breathes within their 
midst, not to mention the record la- 
bel NRMLS WLCM. 

The highlight of the show Sun- 
day — Saturday being a complete 
blast — was when everyone who 
wasn’t drumming formed a line of 
four bass players in a row. I can't 
explain fully why this is so awesome 
— partly because it’s funny, party be- 


cause it sounded so good — as well 
as the fact of being something at 
the core of the band’s original idea. 
As we're all so proud of you, this 
is dedicated to you guys 
and that naked blue fellow from 
Watchmen. 


issue 


Looking back just a little further, this 
time at Art’s Belated Birthday at 
Scona Pool. The event was visually 
magical, especially as the Vikings 
on a balloon-boat accidentally cast 
a writhing, Muppety shadow on the 
suspended projection sheet. Because 
it was unintentional, it really felt like 
everything came together for exactly 
this purpose. 

As everyone in attendance splashed 
Westfalia 
and Treejam played background 
music, the lights dimmed to douse 


around in formalwear, 


everything the extra surreal. The 
only jarring moment came as Mile 
Zero fell in slow motion along the 
edge of the pool for 10 minutes, their 
singer making it by nature a two- 
pronged performance and thus less 


inaccessible in terms of random col- 
laboration with everyone involved. | 
like them more when they just show 
up at someone else's concert and add 
what they do. 

Of course, 
about as much as I do poetry, think- 
ing of both, perhaps unfairly, as 
“other pretentious theatrical art” 
that should go hang out with on the 
other side of town, away from the 
rock 'n’ roll, film, and wall installa- 


I understand dance 


tions. I remember when the weeklies 
used to have dancers on the cover 
every few months, which doesn’t 
seem to happen much anymore, so 
I should stop being a dick. It's fun- 
ny to think that we have prejudices 
against certain -types of art — of- 
ten along lines of cultural ambi- 
tion — but there it is. I don’t mind 
admitting it. 

Filmmaker 
the third drummer to get mentioned 


Trevor Anderson, 
in this week’s column, now lives in 
town again after months in Calgary 
and a whirlwind film debut through 
Berlin. He intends to make a movie 


about dancers next, so maybe he can 
bridge the communication gap. 


Finally, for all you culture thieves 
out there, the Pirate Bay trial has 
wrapped up in Sweden, verdict due 
April 17. Downloading anything 
you can think of using BitTorrent, 
piratebay.org is the planet's main 
digital meeting place, though it went 
down several times last weekend 
as its people argued that what us- 
ers around the world did is not their 
fault, especially considering the vast 
gap in copyright laws from country 
to country. 

Transcending that, a free, one- 
stop applet called Bit Che is likely 
to replace the Bay, anyway, as it 
searches through all the major tor- 
rent sites and has no limitations on 
searches or seeding (which is to say 
uploading) information that's been 
downloaded. 

Canada, meanwhile, remains one 
of the major free-world countries 
in an interesting neutral zone, still 
shielded from P2P lawsuits. 
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Meteorology 
NEKO CASE 
Middle Cyclone 

(Anti) 

tok tote tr 

Neko Case's last album, 2006's Fox Confessor Brings the Flood, reinvented the alt-country siren as a 
mythmaker fixated on animal imagery. There may be elephants and killer whales running through her 
new single, “People Got a Lotta Nerve,” too, but that seems like spillover; Middle Cyclone shifts the focus of 
Case's formidable songwriting talents to extreme weather systems. Now she's singing about red tides and tornadoes, and with a voice 
as unmatchable as hers, damned if she doesn't come away with yet another gorgeously evocative set of songs. 

Many of the album's high points come when Case plays to her strengths in a mini-genre of her own invention — something I'll call 
desert-folk. Listening to the rattlesnake tambourine in “The Pharaohs,” or “Prison Girls,” with its shuffling guitar figure and lyrics about a 
lover's “gunpowder eyes,” conjures unmistakeable visions of tumbleweeds and red sand winds. And will there be a cooler album cover in | 
2009 than this one, a photo of Case wielding a sword while crouching on the hood of a muscle car? 
MICHAEL HINGSTON 



















































Electro-Pop 
FAUNTS 
Feel. Love. Thinking. Of. 
(Friendly Fire) 

tk ky 

Faunts are proving that The Postal Service didn't completely kill electro-pop. On Feel. Love. Thinking. Of, — | 
they manage to match that band’s dreaminess while abolishing with the shallow sappiness. Where other 
electro-pop is syrupy fluff, Faunts are substantial, manifesting a bigger, more organic sound without los- 
ing their emotive powers. The title track starts things off perfectly with punchy keys over a full, pulsing backbeat that pairs up well with 
the Batke brothers’ airy vocals. “It Hurts Me All the Time” follows with more hooks than you can handle; the thick synths, and heart- 
wrenchingly delivered lyrics will make you dance with tears in your eyes. The song that raises the stakes, however, is “Out on a Limb,” 
which layers bass and percussion with call-and-answer guitars into a near-perfect instrumental bulld. Faunts prove that they're no one 
trick ponies when they meander through downer-jams like “Alarmed/Lights” and "So Far Away” as skillfully as they navigate the dance 
tunes, all the way through to the introspective yet catchy “Explain.” Though the album hit a dip midway with a few forgettable tracks, 
its thoughtful, infectious melodies will keep you coming back. | 
MIKE DEANE 











Indie Quirksters 

BISHOP ALLEN 

Gmrr... 

(Dead Oceans) 

Se oe ad 

Bishop Allen have always been known for their facility with bright, upbeat melodies and cleverly crafted 
lyrics, but the songs on Grrr... are so catchy, so bubbly, so packed with snappy rhymes and melodic 
earworms that | imagine a lot of listeners will view it only with suspicion — as an album too easy to like, 
from a band too eager to give pleasure, too ready to break out the mandolins, the marimbas, the handclaps, too lightweight, too sugary, 
too funny, too fun. Maybe they could stand to undercut their lyrics with a little more melancholy, the way Stephin Merritt’s Eeyore voice 
tempers the playfulness of the songs he writes for The Magnetic Fields. But why shouldn't they play to their strengths? Thateffortless | 
tunefulness is part of what | love most about this band, along with their knack for witty turns of phrase like “I'll write you a letter / Each 
day, like a debtor” or “Book to shelf / And foot to shoe / And likewise | belong to you" that ride merrily on top of the tunes like a rubber 
duck in a bathtub. That one’s not quite up to Bishop Allen's standards, but you get the idea. 

PAUL MATWYCHUK 








LORRIE MATHESON | 
In Vein 

(Saved By Radio) 

tok k try 

Despite the price of downtown parking, it seems that Calgary does have a soul. Its name? Saved By Radio. 
The little label that could has been releasing some grand folk and pop albums of late, and the latest gem by 
singer/songwriter Lorrie Matheson is no exception. The Jay Crocker-produced In Vein is an album that gets 





of your kidneys, The marvelous guitar and piano-twinkling on “You Can Curse the Dark” and the minimal static and earnest, simple beat 
in “Gone,” both tunes ending in grating but beautiful crescendoes, make you remember what a good, honest heartbreak song sounds like. 
“Falling Down Sober” would fit in perfectly beside a campfire with an acoustic guitar — this track is a perfect example of the remaining 
tunes’ suitability for early springtime romps in the woods. | can't wait for tenting season, can you? 

-FAWNDA MITHRUSH 


Pop icon 

ANNIE LENNOX 

The Annie Lennox Collection 

(Arista/Sony) 

dette tr 

Sweet dreams are not made of this. This 14-track collection represents the cream of Annie Lennox's solo 





| Nouse accusing zombie U2 of being over- 


| one tries to be more interesting 


| from the windows of separate vehicles. 


New Sounds From Calgary | 


under your skin — or more accurately, it pools in your bloodstream the way the remnants of weekend whiskey binges wallow in the bottom 









crop. Included are classic cuts like “Walking on Broken Glass” and “No More | Lave You's” along with more 
recent offerings like “Sing” and “Pavement Cracks.” “A Whiter Shade of Pale” is probably the best track, one 
of those rare covers that doesn't provoke constant comparisons to the original. (Sorry, Procol Harum; | still love you.) These are sturdily 
constructed pop songs, but as | made my way through them, my inner rock snob wouldn't stop asking, “Why are you making me listen to 
something that your mom thinks Is cool?” Lennox's songs have not aged gracefully (this collection could be a grocery store soundtrack 
nowadays), but her style sure has: the 1980s died, but her haircut never did. The best | can say for this collection is that I respect it more 
than | could ever enjoy it. For my money, The Ultimate Collection by Eurythmics is the better choice to experience Annie at her pinnacle. 
KORTNEY JMAEFF 
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" USTEN BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY — 


U2 
NO LINE ON THE HORIZON 


Weapon. When the local rapper screams, 
you can imagine his enemies evaporating in 
the heat, while San Serac drops gay-awe- 
some phrases like “one ivory tower, three 
whiskey sours” and “time sex” in his creamy 
Bowie voice. Solid. Effervescent, catchy, and 
ever prone to patterns, Nik7 the 
underappreciated Cylon swim- 
ming in his emotions, this 
digital music is crisper when 
recorded, It also makes me 
want to steal cars. A lot of 
S04's songs are slow, rampy 
builds designed for the stage, 
and which play differently on the 
iPod. And considering the Taiko drummers 
are two of the fiercest around, their initial 
sometimes mix is almost weird — but this 
can be adjusted with a single knob. Which 
brings us to the ultimate thing: turn this up 
really loud and close your eyes. There you go 
— you can see them dancing now, right? 


produced — the band destroyed the last of 
their record-off-the-floor fire by the early 
‘80s, But you do get the sense they don't 
much discuss production these 
days. It's more a thing done 

to them. On the latest entry 

in their Land of Nod series, 

you can always tell who's 
behind the steering wheel — 
or, in Steve Lillywhite’s case, 
the wrecking ball. Even so, this 





than their last two records, which | threw 


Brian Eno gets the lads to do some relatively 
bold vocal stuff, including burying them 
under a domineering French horn on a song 
about snow. Obvious yet competent. He also 
adds some Talking Heads-era digital purring 


and beeping, immediately recognizable kkk Ky 

between the swaying balls of time. Then 

again, even the ambient ghost of afinished OLDSCHOOL 
record needle — cool — can't save schlock THE LAST POETS 
like “Moment of Surrender.” Raise those THE LAST POETS (1970) 


Black nationalist spoken word so rhythmic 

| feel seasick when it’s over, the work of 

The Last Poets has been credited for laying 
down the steel cables of hip hop. Hey, not by 
me, man. But they do have the proto-gang- 
sta down pat, using the n-word literally hun- 
dreds of times, way more than the 
f-word. They also spend some 


fists, Ireland! Throughout the album, the 
lyrics seem distanced from human sincerity. 
You could flowchart a computer program 
to manufacture a new U2 song, keywords 
including “love,” “horses,” and “higher.” 

Of course, reviewing this record Is pointless 
because either you've ignored this 
band since, at the very latest, 







Pop, of you're so done, all the time deciding who should 
scary noises will freak you have sex with whom, even 
out in your cubicle at Epcor. accusing women of being a 
The choice is yours! pain-in-the-ass distraction 
Doo akaxs for proper revolutionaries ina 
piece called “Gashman.” That's 
SHOUT OUT OUT OUT OUT crazy talk! Well, a time and a place, 
REINTEGRATION TIME | guess. What matters now is that these 


The conventional wisdom says SO4 records 
just ain't the live show. While that's an inar- 
guable physical fact, there are ways in which 
their new disc outmanoeuvres even the 
high-kick tornado of this country’s tightest 
electronic band. We start, most obviously, 
with guest stars San Serac and Cadence 


beats are absolutely hypnotic and, while oc- 
casionally poetic in a way David Cross could 
really have fun lampooning, this is about the 
most lively slice of anthropology imaginable. 
Music for New York on the brink of destruc- 
tion —| dare you to listen. 

OO Ik 
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LIVE MUSIC 


THURSDAY | 


BRIDE OF BINGO NEW CITY, 1008] JASPER AVE. 

HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 | 
JASPER AVE. | 
I LOVE 80S NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. 

MIA FELLOW BUDDY’ PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 
SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE, 10030 102NDST. | 
Doors at 9 p.m. 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, 
5505 TIBTH AVE. 


RINGTUNES 


Crack A Bottle, 
Eminem 


Live Your Life, 


PETRO POLUJIN CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY AVE. 


ADALINE BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 I02ND ST. With Daniel 


T.l. ft. Rihanna 

Right N Na Na Na), Moir and Hector Fector. Doors at 9 p.m. 

Akos oe a AS IT STANDS URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. 

. GOD MADE ME FUNKY STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102NDST. | 

Sg De With Dawn in The Gty and Tzadeka. Doors at 9pm. 
ONE 4 FIVES BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE. 


Heartless, 
Kanye West 
Single Ladies, 
Beyonce 
Poker Face, 
Lady GaGa 
Love Story, 
Taylor Swift 
Sex on Fire, 
Kings of Leon 


Untouched, 
The Veronicas 


| STEPHEN MAGUIRE HULBERT'S, 7601 TISTH ST. Doors at 
| Spm 


| FRIDAY 


CARLOS DEL JUNCO FESTIVAL PLACE, IOO-FESTIVAL WAY. = | 
SHERWOOD PARK Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
| JOHN WORT HANNAM MACLAB CENTRE FOR THE PER- | 

FORMING ARTS, #1 ALEXANDRA PARK, LEDUC Doors at 8pm. | 








AUDI PAUL TEMPLE, 10030 102ND ST. With David Stone, 
and Zemrok. Doors at 9 p.m. 

CONNECTED FRIDAYS BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 JASPER 
AVE. Local house and international guest DJs. 

DANCEHALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730 107TH 
AVE. With Generation IIVEXX. Doors at 10 p.m. 

DJ DONOVAN NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90TH AVE. 
DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY’S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 
DJ LOOSE CANNON IRON HORSE, 810! 103 ST. 

DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242 106TH ST. 


TEXT 


HOT 
TO 4781 


To download the hottest tracks, 
ringtunes and more. 


© ROGERS: 


“Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers 
Communications inc, used under license or of Rogers 
Wireless. © 2008 Roners Wireles< 
















DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 


















DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 





ENTERTAINMENT: 


RSP 


LIVE 


BILLY 


WISEMAN — 


KARAOKE 
STARTS AT 9 PM 





FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 
780-426-7827 


WWW.EDMONTONPUBS.CON 
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER FOR 
PROMOTIONS & SPECIALS. 





10235-101 STREET 
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DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER AVE. 
FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM, #2687, WEM. 
FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, 11607 JASPER AVE. . 
MOD CLUB HALO LOUNGE, BSMT., 10538 JASPER AVE. Ds 
Blue Jay & Travy 0. 


ECSA FUNDRAISER STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND ST. 
With Wool on Wolves, Rheubius, and Omega Theory. Doors 
at9p.m. 

JAY WILTZEN HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY PLAIN 
ROD. CD release party. Doors at 8 p.m. 

LUKE DOUCET MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, STUDENT 
UNION BUILDING, U OF A CAMPUS. With Amelia Curran. 
PETER PIRQUET FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO, 484 
RIVERBEND SQUARE Doors at 6 p.m. 

RAISIN CAIN BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE. 

RYAN BOURNE BAND BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND ST. 
With Darren Frank and Farideh. Doors at 9 p.m. 

TYLER SCHOGEN HULBERT', 7601 IISTH ST. Doors at 8 
pm. 

WET SECRETS ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 


SATURDAY 


LENNIE GALLANT QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL, 10425 
UNIVERSITY AVE. 

PAUL CRESEY HULBERT', 7601 115TH ST. CD release party. 
Doors at 8 psn. 


DANCEHALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730 107TH 
AVE. With Generation !IVEXX. Doors at 10 p.m. 

DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR 10538 JASPER AVE. 

DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242 106TH ST. 

DJ SHERI NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90TH AVE. 
THE MENACE SESSIONS BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE, 10425 


| WHYTEAVE. 


NAUGHTY BY NATURE EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 2556 - 
882 170TH ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

OH SNAP TEMPLE, 10030 102ND ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
SUBVERT BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND ST. With 
Smokey Bandits, DJ Fuuze, Agent Orange. Doors at 9 p.m. 


PETRO POLUJIN JULIAN’S PIANO BAR, 1727 KINGSWAY AVE. 


EAGLES REXALL PLACE, 7424 18TH AVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 
JIMMY SWIFT BAND STARLITE ROOM, 10030 102ND ST. 
With The Soulicitors. Doors at 8 p.m. 

LUCIE IDLOUT BLACK D0G FREEHOUSE, 10425 WHYTE AVE. 
Doors at 4 p.m. 

RACHELLE VAN ZANTEN URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE 
AVE. CD release party. 


| SUNDAY 


CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB, 9013 88TH 
AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynne Zwicker from 4-7 p.m. 
ERROL ZASTRE BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624 76TH AVE. 


COLD FEET BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 
REGGAE SUNDAYS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY 
PLAIN RD. With Souljah Fyah. Doors at 9 p.m. 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 


DON BERNER BLUE PEAR, 10643 123RD ST. 





ROLANDA LEE AND THE CANADIAN HOT STARS RITCHIE 
UNITED CHURCH, 9624 74 AVE. Doors at 3 p.m. 


FIX THE WINDOW FUNDRAISER HYDEAWAY, 10209 
JOOTH AVE. With Michael Rault, Eamon McGrath, and many 
more. Doors at 3:30 p.m. 


MONDAY 


METAL MONDAYS L/KWID LOUNGE, 10081 JASPER AVE. 


RAPHAEL WALLFISCH CONVOCATION HALL, U OFA 
CAMPUS, IIBTH ST. & SIST AVE. With Janet Scott Hoyt. Doors 
at8p.m. 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 
ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 
WHYTE AVE. 


TUESDAY 


COOL LATIN TUESDAYS FUNKY BUDDHA, 10341 WHYTE 
AVE Dance Lessons. 

DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 
DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 


JOHNNY FEELGOOD BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 1O2ND ST. 
Doors at 9 p.m. 

UNDER OATH EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 2556 - 882 170TH 
ST. Doors at 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


| BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLLI'S, 201, 10368 WHYTE 


AVE. 

RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425 
WHYTE AVE. 

WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 
TO2ND ST. 


AUDREY OCHOA COPPER POT, #101, 9707 IIOTH ST. Doors 
at6p.m. 

JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO, 
1638 BOURBON STREET, WEM Hosted by Dave Babcock. 


PERFECT TREND AVENUE THEATRE, 9030 118TH AVE. 
ONGOING 


TERRY MCDADE JEFFREY'S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640 142ND 
ST, MAR 6 -7 Hawaiian music with the Tiki Bays. 


| FATHEAD BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE, MAR 5-7 


JAMES ARMSTRONG BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE 
AVE, MAR 9-16 

RED HOUSE EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST, MAR 6-7 Doors 
at9p.m. 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE JULIAN’ PIANO BAR, 11727 KING- 





SWAY AVE. MAR 5-6 Doors at 8 p.m. 


DERINA HARVEY SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, 10012 101A AVE, 
MARS- 7; ROSE & CROWN, #195, 10235 101ST ST., MAR 10-13 
DWAYNE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, CAPILANO MALL, 
MARS-6 

HEATHER MCKENZIE BAND JET NIGHTCLUB, 9221 34TH 
AVE, MAR 6-7 

JASON GREELEY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL, 7704 104TH 
ST, MAR 5-7 

JOEY LAWRENCE TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE, MAR 6-7 Doors at 8:30 p.m, 

MOURNING WOOD URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE., 
MAR 6-7 

TONY DIZON SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB WEM, MAR 5-7; 
SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB DOWNTOWN, MAR 10-14 


OPEN STAGE 


THURSDAY 


COAST TO COAST PUB 552 CALGARY TR. Doors at 7pm. 
DUSTER’S PUB 6402 II8TH AVE Doors at 9 p.m. 
LB'S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 


FRIDAY 


| COAST TO COAST PUB 552 CALGARY TR. Doors at 9 p.m. 


| SATURDAY 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 4 p.m. 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 935] 118TH AVE. Doors 
at7p.m. 

COAST TO COAST PUB 552 CALGARY TR. Doors at 9 p.m. 
CROWN PUB 10709 109TH ST, Doors at 1:30 p.m. 

LB'S PUB #1/0, 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT Doors at 4:30 p.m. 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10118 79TH ST. Doors at 7 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


DUSTER'S PUB 6402 ITH AVE. 
EDDIE SHORTS 10713 124TH ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704 124TH ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 


| HULBERT'S 760] ISTH ST. Doors at7 p.m. 


LOOP LOUNGE 367 ST. ALBERT RD. ST. ALBERT Doors at 


| 3pm. 
| NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108 90TH AVE. Doors at 3 p.m. 





| O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 9 p.m 


MONDAY 


IVORY CLUB 2940 CALGARY TR. Doors at 8 p.m. 
ROSE BOWL 10/1! 1/7TH ST. Doors at 9p.m. 


CREEPSHOW NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9pm, | WUNDERBARHOFBRAUHAUS 8120 I01ST ST. Doors at 


| DEVON PHILLIPS URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE 


930 p.m. 


TUESDAY 


DRUID 11606 JASPER AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 

LB’S PUB #10, 23 AKINS DR,, ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 
SIDELINER’S PUB 10/8 127TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE 8170 50TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


EDDIE SHORTS 10713 124TH ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906 99TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 151204 STONY 
PLAIN RD. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704 124TH ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860 57TH AVE. 
Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

SECOND CUP 12336 124TH ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 





GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


Bass Bass Bass Bass | You could call Will Zimmerman the bass player for Shout Out Out Out Out, except they have two drummers bassist. it of spectacular 
Lena ee Rik corte ie mbnieahalchCnrGnoray es 
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MOVIE REVIEW - ROAD TRIP - BY KATHLEEN BELL |708 words 


Spend A Week With Joshua Jackson! 





Pacey Rolls Up The Rim | Joshua Jackson gets a crash course in Canada’s most awe-inspiring scenery (and its cheesiest tourist attractions) in One Week. PHOTO COURTESY OF MONGREL MEDIA 


HOORAY FOR CANADA! 

AND HOORAY FOR EVERY 
UPLIFTING, TOUCHING, PAT- 
RIOTIC MOMENT OF ONE WEEK 





ONE WEEK 

Directed by Michael McGowan. Starring Joshua Jackson, 
Uane Balaban, Campbell Scott. Opens Fri, Mar 6. 

tok tk 





Is “unapologetically Canadian” an 
oxymoron? With a country so large, 


is there anything — any trait, any im- 
age — that we collectively understand 
as a people? Are Cancon regulations 
a shield protecting our artists from 
the world or, even without such regu- 
lations, would our guitar heroes (and 
folk artists and indie songbirds) still 
reign supreme in an international 
rock battle? Do we have a story to 
tell? And, finally, if we could find an 
answer to all these questions, would 
it be worth trudging out to a theatre 


in the dead of winter to see? 

Yes. It most definitely would 

In One Week, director Michael 
McGowan has managed to capture a 
nation — hit every mark — without 
affectation or losing his sense of the 
unique story he’s trying to tell. While 
the film is laced with Canadian ar. 
chetypes, they’re never reduced to 
stereotypes, and always seem like 
people we may know or, at least, un- 
derstand ... thanks to the CBC. From 


IT’S ALL THERE, IT’S ALL GORGEOUS. 
GO, CANADA! 


a short but inspiring encounter with 
a pair of hosers from the Maritimes 
who have dedicated themselves to 
riding across the country for a case 
of beer and who rather shrewdly 
exchange their bikes at the nearest 
Canadian Tire whenever they break 
down, to a debt-ridden Saskatchewan 
farmer who has lost her son to the 
money in Fort McMurray, McGowan 
treats his characters with respect 
and sympathy, and never a trace 
of mockery. 

Ben Tyler (Joshua Jackson) is yet 
another familiar character: an urban 
thirtysomething everyman and disil 
lusioned Toronto junior high teacher 
who has settled for a position as an 
educator while he _half-heartedly 
pursues his dream of becoming an 
author. But the rejection letters that 
weigh down Tyler's creative endea 
vours shrink to insignificance when 
he is diagnosed with an aggressive 
form of cancer. Instead of signing 
up for immediate treatment in ac- 
cordance with his fiancée’s wishes 
he buys a motorcycle and sets off on 
a road trip. What was to be a two-day 
adventure becomes a mission to run 
out of road, to live a lifetime in just 
one week 

The film 


and gentle in its humour, yet what 


is modest in structure 


is captured within the frame of the 
camera's lens is grand: rain falling on 
the blue-green mosses of Ontario's 
forest floors, the dusty haze of a prai- 
rie sunset, the mist that drifts low 
around Alberta's mountain ranges 
— it's all there, it’s all gorgeous. Go, 
Canada! We're fully awesome! 

The landscape almost overshad- 
ows Jackson's performance. It’s a 
role that requires him not to act but 
to react and still draw laughs. He re- 
ally doesn't say much of anything at 
all and most of the time he’s simply 


looking, hands in pockets, at the 
various “world’s largest whatevers” 
we have spread out over the country 
while an omniscient narrator ex- 
plains what Ben is thinking. Jackson 
could easily come off as boring, but 
he just seems real 

Various special guests appear over 
the course of the journey, including 
the Stanley Cup, The Tragically Hip’s 
Gord Downie, and singer-songwriter 
Joel Plaskett, who has a cameo as a 
Toronto street busker. In addition to 
these brief encounters, a beautiful 
soundtrack is Ben's constant com 
panion, with contributions from Me 
lissa McClelland, Sam Roberts, and 
Wintersleep, among others. Andrew 
Lockington's score supplies a chuck- 
le or two each time it swells to reflect 
the false hopes and wild scenarios 
Tyler imagines could cure his cancer 
the orchestration cutting off uncer 
emoniously each time Tyler must 
return to his doomed reality. 

As Canadians are we reducible to 
Tragically Hip fans, hockey hosers, 
and Timmy's addicts? By no means 
We live in a gorgeous country with 
modest people. We have relations 
and friends, who work in the oil 
fields because, as the film says “the 
money's too good.” We have an in- 
explicable number of large monu 
ments to ridiculous things in nearly 
every city and small town you pass 
through. We are, in our simplest 
form, really big. 

One Week is the story of an indi- 
vidual set on a unique path by events 
he can’t control, but in telling this 
tale, McGowan honours -his coun 
try. I have never before resorted to 
using this film-critic cliché, but I’m 
going to whip it out now: if you see 
only one movie this year — or at 
least one set in Canada — make it 
One Week. 








Z 





Arrayed For The Bridal | Anne Hathaway s fresh out of rehab and ready to cause awkward socal situations at her sister Rosema- 
rie DeWit's wedding in Rachel Getting Married. PHOTO COURTESY OF MONGREL MEDIA 
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DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





JOYOUS OCCASION! 


CAST | Anne Hathaway, Rosemarie DeWitt, 
Tunde Adebimpe, Bill Irwin, Debra Winger 


The Dictator finds himself overwhelmed this 
week: after a skimpy month for DVD releases, 
suddenly his three absolute favourite movies 
from 2008 come out on the very same day 


— along with four other movies that would | 


normally be the week's most notable new 


title (namely Milk, Let the Right One In, Cadil- | 


lac Records, and Role Models) but which he 
doesn't even have room for here. Dammit, 
and now there's not even room to talk about 
Jonathan Demme's wonderful fly-on-the- 
wall wedding drama either! 


RELENTLESS OPTIMISM! 


| : 
| CAST | Sally Hawkins, Eddie Marsan, Alexis 
| Zegerman, Samuel Roukin 


and the Dictator is still fuming over their 
decision to award Kate Winslet the Best Ac- 
tress trophy for her work in that dreary crock 
The Reader and not even to nominate Sally 
Hawkins for her revelatory performance as 
the indomitably cheerful Poppy Cross in this 
character sketch from writer/director Mike 
Leigh. It may look like a feel-good confection, 
but as with all of Leigh's work, none of the 
characters or the themes can be reduced toa 
one-line summary. 4 
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CLINICAL DEPRESSION! 


- ™ as 


ik JULIE, IN 


| CAST | Philip Seymour Hoffman, Catherine 


Keener, Samantha Morton, Michelle Williams 


| It's been more than a week since the Oscars, | Could this be the most ambitious film of 


2008? Charlie Kaufman, the screenwriter of 
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, Ad- 
aptation, and Being John Malkovich, makes 
his directorial debut with this staggeringly 
inventive cinematic labyrinth about a sad- 
sack theatre director getting lost his 
latest project... and inside his own ead. It's 
dense, challenging, and not exactly the most 
uplifting film ever made, but it's also funnier 
and more movingly acted than many reviews 


t 
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atchmen and | have a bit of history. Not to 
come off as too fanboy, but | consider it my 
Catcher in the Rye. I’ve written exactly two fan 
letters in my life: one was to the Muppets and 
the other was to Alan Moore, the writer of the 





original 12-issue comic book series. (Neither responded.) I read 
the graphic novel at least once a year. It makes me feel better 
to have a copy in my house. | feel a little smarter every time | 
read it. I've read it out loud and recorded myself doing all the 
voices ... okay, maybe not that last one, but suffice it to say I’m 
a huge fan 

So what was my reaction when I first heard Hollywood was 
finally coming out with a film adaptation? As a matter of fact, it 
was the same reaction I had when I read it way back in the day. 

HELL YEAH! 

I first read Watchmen at some point in the early ’90s. The 
grungy hippie with Coke bottle glasses who sat behind the coun- 
ter of Level 10 Comics talked me into buying a copy. The fact that 

he'd said anything to 
me at all was 
a mo- 
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mentous occasion; after all, at this point | was just a fanboy 
grubworm, nibbling on copies of G.I. Joe vs. Transformers. 
But here he was, actually making eye contact without giving 
me dirty looks for reading without buying’ No, he was mak- 
ing real contact — conversing above levels of mumble. Us- 
ing words beyond “No food allowed in the store!” He was 
passing along a nugget of comic-book insider information 
to me 

I'd finally made the big time 

See, I'd witnessed things like this before. He’d put aside certain 
comics for certain customers. Secret treasures he knew they'd 
dig. You know you've graduated into full-blown geekhood when 
your comic guy knows what kind of ink you'll like. Trust me: 
those guys are as bad as drug pushers. They pay special atten- 
tion to the customers they know are going to keep coming back 
They give up a little taste of Grant Morrison's Doom Patrol or 
Neil Gaiman's Sandman, then sit back and watch their slaves for 
life stumble in month after month jonesing for more. 

The hippie said something like “You should try this. It's not 
like that other stuff. It's different. Everyone gets fucked over in 
the end.” 

And he was right. Watchmen isn't your regular superhero fun- 
nybook. It’s bleak, it’s disturbing, it’s a total downer and I love 
every page of it 

So is it possible for the movie to remain loyal to the original 
and still retain its dystopic integrity? The film's director, 
Zack Snyder, seems to think so. Apparently the cast and 
crew toted copies of the comic around while Snyder's 
storyboards consisted primarily of torn-out pages. He 
even had Watchmen artist Dave Gibbons on hand as 
a script and story consultant, all to stay true to the 

\ mammoth masterpiece 
Is there stuff that will be left out? God, I hope 
so. Part of the beauty of Watchmen is there is 
just way too much to take in. Even with a three- 
hour runtime, there is no way to fit it all in. 
That might turn a few purists off ... but have 
no fear: a supplemental DVD featuring Tales 
of the Black Freighter and Hollis Mason's Un- 
der the Hood will be released on March 26. It's 
probably for the best that they didn’t make it into 





the final edit; after all, it’s those moments where newbies usu- 
ally give up on the original book and go back to reading Ar- 
chie. Other than those omissions, and one big change to the 
ending, every advance review and insider spoiler I’ve read about 
Watchmen insists that the movie is as close to the original as 
possible 

So, it sounds like Watchmen is finally ready for us ... but are 
we ready for it? 

Well, it’s apparent people like superhero movies; now we just 
need a good one. Like that kid in the comic store, movie audi- 
ences are desperate for that crotchety comic book guy behind 
the counter to recommend something really different and cool. 
(And let's say, for the purposes of this exercise, that I am that 
comic book guy.) I think we've spent too much time in the bar- 
gain bins digging for stories about sane supermen and their 
perky sidekicks. Been there and done that, a lot. It’s time for us 
to move up to the good stuff. We’re grownup enough now for a 
cerebral superhero story, one that offers no hope, no happy end- 
ing, and absolutely no chance of a sequel. If the film version can 
pull off even a fraction of the comic’s originality, style and tone 
(and from what I've seen so far, they've nailed it right down to 
the street signs), we're in for a real treat. 

Am I setting my expectations too high? Who cares? I’m too 
far-gone to think about that now. I've watched the trailer online 
at least twice a month since it came out last year. Every time I 
see that shot with The Comedian taking a flamethrower to a 
Vietcong soldier with a 50-foot Dr. Manhattan striding along 
behind him, well, | get a little sweaty behind the knees. I’m lit- 
erally counting the number of sleeps between now and when | 
finally get to see this thing. 

But somewhere in the back of my mind I can hear the voice of 
that crusty hippie at Level 10 Comics reminding me that, like the 
Watchmen themselves, comic book fans wind up getting fucked 
over in the end. And just like them, we keep on coming back for 
more. With every superhero comic book adaptation Hollywood 
releases, people flock to the theatre to see it ... invariably leaving 
disappointed, hoping the next one will be better. 

I guess one way of looking at it is, “Hey, we’re about due.” 

Am I setting myself up for a huge letdown? Probably. 

Am I going to go see it in effing IMAX? 

HELL YEAH! 
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ho watches Watchmen? Well, that’s the easy 

question. Including me and you, most anyone 

who ever had trouble getting laid on the way 

to the comic store will go see this film. Some 

will arrive in costume, braying Nerd Priders 
looking for media attention. But also in the queue: armies of 
welcome normals. Blue collars who like to see every drop of hi- 
fi blood coating the CGI vampire movies they encourage (via 
systemic lack of critical snobbery). Suddenly, this weekend's 
audience inflates pretty big. Add to the list now that last, en- 
viable roster of non-plastic-toy-obsessing outsiders, those who 
lucked across Watchmen on Time's “best 100 novels” list where 
it belongs forever. Among these - women? Must remember to 
investigate further. 

But let us so far agree: money will be made off the excitement. 
This is, after all, the delayed-yet-inevitable takeover by the giob- 
al entertainment racket of the greatest comic, ever, period. 

So is it crazy to ask an affiliated question: Why film Watch- 
men? I mean, if you're a profiteer in Lesser Depression Ameri- 
ca, it's academic. But I must keep asking why. It starts with feel- 
ing protective — and not just because Slumdog Millionaire is 
now considered Hollywood's “best.” To me, money and a few 
cheap thrills are all that can be gained by diluting Watchmen’s 
legacy in this manner. 

__ See, it's just too perfect already. 
| And so here it is: piecing together a Hollywood movie about 
Beomething as intricate as Watchmen, no matter how faithful, is 
a little like cobbling a pair of shoes together to communicate a 
new language. Or erecting a skyscraper to demonstrate string 
theory in quantum physics. Like all art, it can be done. (Which 
is what's already happened, Rorschach — no turning back.) But, 
an, why bother? Best comic ever, remember? You want to 
ive this one the 300 treatment? Dear lord. 

For starters, there are just so many wonderful things about 

‘atchmen’s layout and script that can’t exist in anything other 

an a comic medium. How many format-specific bolts of in- 

piration must inevitably die onscreen, replaced by decisions to 
Spice the set up with a Doric column here,” “cut out a charac- 
r” there? Chapter V in print, for example, is visually symmet- 
cal, After you read it, you go flip and look again — amazing! 
Can we focus on just a single paragraph of the comic's stag- 
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gering subtlety? It’s a typed excerpt of analysis on a comic book 
found within Watchmen's own narrative universe. Fleshing out 
a parallel Silver Age of comics, we learn that our iconic char- 
acter Superman is, in their world, just a forgotten literary foot- 
note. But why? Because Moore decided that in a reality where 
costumed vigilantes exist almost mundanely, our collective fan- 
tasies would inevitably turn elsewhere. So within Watchmen, 
people read gruesome pirate comics instead. One gory tale is 
intimately strewn throughout the issues — not only seen being 
read on the streets of New York, but also in its “original” form 
- as comic panels. Intentionally, it serves as an emotionally 
synchronized comic within the comic: ferociously paralleling 
and satirizing the world of Watchmen, at times advancing that 
plot using its own on the terror-filled seas..But it also reaches 
through to us non-fictional readers too. As we get caught up 
in this imbedded meta-fiction, its panels and text chew at us, 
a play-within-a-play. Structurally, it’s almost hallucinatory. Oh, 
and unfilmable. 

From the analytical text: “TALES OF THE BLACK FREIGHT- 
ER made an impression upon the comic book landscape that 
remains to this day. Indeed, with DC Comics currently reprint- 
ing the first 30 classic issues of the title and apparently meet- 
ing with considerable success, it would seem that its impact re- 
mains undiluted despite the quarter century that has elapsed 
since the original publication.” 

By the way, Watchmen came out basically a quarter 
century ago — and that bit about Black Freighter’s im- 
pact on the comic book landscape applies to it as well. 
Remarkably, Gibbons and Moore knew exactly how 
good the work they were doing was, and how it 
would be regarded 23 years into the future 

You may argue ideas like this are a small thing 
to cut out of a film that’s already 160 minutes 
long. But as I said, we're talking about just one 
paragraph: fictional analysis of a comic book 
read by comic book characters which turns 
out to be true about Watchmen itself from our 
perspective. The book is full of dizzying details 
like this. Brimming. You basically need a flow 
chart to really understand it all. Well, unless 
you just go ahead and read Watchmen. 





Director Zack Snyder has admitted that he’s making this one 
for the geeks, which means two unpleasant things. First, that 
he'll be stuffing every busy frame with quick-paced references 
to the book as he simultaneously squashes in all that fake-ass 
Underworld CGI texture and wanky slo-mo. Second, geeks, by 
definition, have bad taste. 

The Watchmen comic is sublime specifically because of the 
steps it took away from existing pop-culture templates — like 
Hollywood movies. Filmed, only a show like The Wire is even on 
the same planet, and that took five years on HBO. 

This isn't about expectations, it's about breaking the laws of 
physics. The Watchmen comic is far better than any single- 
sitting superhero film ever has been, ever can be. Emotionally- 
obvious musical cues, hammy voices, dialogue compromises ... 
the film doesn’t even get the logo right. I do wish it well, but 
“wow” moments aside, it's still completely obvious what's going 
to happen here. 

Well, there’s always mushrooms. 
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MOVIE REVIEW» SHORT SUBJECTS . BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | words 


Trevor Anderson's Fantasy Island 








Easy Lei | Trevor Anderson wanders through the fanciful landscape of The island, part of FAVA Freshworks at Metro Cinema. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


ATRIP TO A TROPICAL “HOMO 

UTOPIA” IS THE HIGHLIGHT OF 
FAVA FRESHWORKS AT METRO 
CINEMA 





FAVA FRESHWORKS 
Various directors. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel). 
Thu, Mar 5 (7pm) 





The opening moments of Trevor An- 
derson's short film The Island pretty 
much say it all: a completely flat, vast, 
blank expanse of snow stretching all 


the way to the horizon, with the tiny 
figure of Anderson himself, in red 
plaid jacket, fur hat, and sunglasses, 
trudging across it, the steady crunch 
of his boots in the snow providing 
the only sound for miles. (The scene 
was filmed in Cold Lake.) Anderson 
introduces himself via voiceover nar- 
ration: “I’m an independent Cana- 
dian filmmaker,” he says cheerfully. 
Crunch. Crunch. Crunch. 

The Island is one of nine locally 
produced short films FAVA will be 


screening at Metro Cinema tonight 
(Thursday) under the umbrella 
title FAVA Freshworks; I was able 
to screen three, and together they 
suggest that Edmonton directors are 
finding all sorts of ways to thrive 
within an underfunded Albertan ar- 
tistic landscape that can make Cold 
Lake seem like a tropical paradise. 
Which brings me back to The Is- 
land (*%**«* yz), which was inspired 
by a nasty e-mail Anderson received 
from an anonymous “fan” who sug- 


gested that “all you faggots” should 
be shipped off to an island some- 
where where they could give each 
other AIDS and die. 

Charming! But as Anderson walks 
through the snow, he begins to think 
that the idea of a tropical “homo 
utopia” doesn’t sound like a bad 
idea — and as his fantasies of super- 
fancy tree huts and AIDS cocktails 
served in coconut shells with pine- 
apple wedges gets more and more 
elaborate, animation transforms his 
surroundings into a colourful para- 
dise of sand, sun, and palm trees 
where ape masseurs are always on 
call and anyone who dies gets his 
body hucked into a volcano and wor- 
shipped as a god. Do the bananas 
growing on the trees look like cocks 
and the coconuts like balls? Do you 
even have to ask? 

G.LM.P. Boot Camp (xx 7) 
by Melissa Brittain and Danielle 
Peers is also a comic response to 
society's attitudes toward minori- 
ties: in this case, partially disabled 
people like Peers who use a wheel- 
chair to get around but who aren't 
necessarily confined to it 24 hours 
a day. (The film was inspired by a 
2005 news item about a woman with 
muscular dystrophy who was named 


“Miss Wheelchair Wisconsin,” only 
to be stripped of her crown when she 
was photographed standing up — ap- 
parently she was just not crippled 
enough to suit the judges.) 

Peers and Brittain bring a sly sense 
of humour to the topic, whether 
they’re skewering the condescension 
of able-bodied people or demonstrat- 
ing how to turn a gimpy slouch into a 
“sexy lean,” and while some of their 
jokes land too broadly and the film as 
a whole could stand a little tightening 
up, it's a winning treat. 

The glossiest of these three films is 
Patiences (***%%) by Peter Wun- 
storf, who has worked as a cinema- 
tographer on a long list of shot-in- 
Canada TV shows and feature films 
It stars Davina Stewart in a wordless 
solo performance as a woman who 
drives to a cabin in the woods for 
a romantic tryst, only to be stuck 
there, killing time, when the man 
fails to appear. Wunstorf’s cinemato- 
graphic preoccupations come at the 
expense of Stewart's performance, 
but Patiences is a lovely execution 
of a simple idea, with a fondness 
for outdated technology — a phono- 
graph, a Polaroid camera, a rotary 
phone — that made me feel guilty for 
watching it via DVD on my laptop. 
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OPEN MIC NIGHT 


GOT JAM? 


8 P.M. EVERY WEDNESDAY * HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON, 





yy 


irish pup® 


9013-88 AVENUE + 465-4834 
WWW.EDMONTONPUBS.COM 






_ One Week ~ 
















Nightly ~ 
6:50pm & 9:00PM 
Sat + Sun 
matinees at 2:30pm 
RATED P.G. 
COARSE LANGUAGE 
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The Wrestler 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
MARCH 7 « BILLY WISEMEN 
MARCH 9 » JAY ANTHONY 


KARAOKE 


8 P.M, EVERY THURSDAY * HOSTED BY NICOLE 



















MONDAY TO SUNDAY OPEN AT 11:30 A.M. 
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Nightly 

7:00pm & 9:10PM 
Sat * Sun 
matinees at 2:00pm 
RATED 14a 


COARSE LANGUAGE * NUDITY 
SEXUAL CONTENT 





Visit us online @ magiclantermtheatres.ca 
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JOSHUA JACKSON 
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“Unabashedly, 
unapologetically... 
proudly Canadian! 





{” 


Powersound 


Recording Studios 


— re hed ° sib) 
memorable film!” 
- Jason Whyte, EFILMCRITIC.COM» a 
WOULD | 





If you want to learn about studio 
recording, concert sound,movie 
sound, radio or record production... 


Chunk, Storewell, Keating, Rake, Tupelo Honey, Matthew Grin, Vendento, Ecoline Crush, 
EMI, Wor Party, Shoreline Record, 604 Records, Long Way Down, KOAN, HAVEN, Amoebo 


CANADA. CLECHROMIC SuPCRSeORE 


Presents 


Sul -qpals 
M vee 


e Win a trip for 2 to the Rockies, and much more! 
Coming to Edmonton April 18& 19 @& Visit www.oneweek.ca for details 


Tickets on Sale Soon 
? x STARTS FRIDAY! aia comonton| Sout couiioh onnczss Tacara] 
Set Hes sbocaate. CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES FOR SHOWTIMES 
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COARNEA 


Slumdog 
Millionaire 


Nightly 
6:50 & 9:25pm 


Sate Sun 


2:00 pm 
RATED 14A 


* VIOLENCE * 


visit us online at 
magictanterntheatres.ca 


UW 


8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 


“ADRENALINE- . 
FREAK HEAVEN!” 


- Michael Sragow, Baltimore Sun 


JASON 


STATHAM 


TRANSPORTER 3 


_~ 


— 
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MOVIE REVIEW : NOT DIRECTED BY UWE BOLL! - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 456 words 


Kristen Kreuk: No 
Substitute For Raul Julia 


WE MISS JEAN-CLAUDE VAN 

DAMME TOO: THE NEW STREET 
FIGHTER MOVIE JUST DOESN'T 
COMPARE TO THE '94 ORIGINAL 





STREET FIGHTER: THE LEGEND OF CHUN-LI 

Directed by Andrzej Bartkowiak. Starring Kristin Kreuk, Chris 
Klein, Neal McDonough, Moon Bloodgood, Michael Clarke 
Duncan. Now playing. 

bo tera 





“Wait—they’re making another Street 


| Fighter: The Movie?” 


That’s what one of the hosts of 


| the comedy podcast Jordan, Jesse 


Go! exclaimed upon hearing about 
Street Fighter: The Legend of Chun 
Li. His reaction is entirely reason- 
able: the 1994 film, starring Jean 
Claude Van Damme and pop star 
Kylie Minogue, came out when the 
long-running videogame franchise 
arguably had its biggest hold on the 
attention of the mainstream, and 
it still couldn't break even in North 
America. 

So things look positively dismal for 
the new adaptation, featuring Small- 
ville’s Kristin Kreuk as the firebal 
throwing Chun-Li, which lacks all 
of the goofball charm and campy 


references to the source material 





that made the original such a blast 





Unless director Andrzej Bartkowiak 
can convince everyone who saw his 
2005 adaptation of Doom to come 
back with three of their friends, the 
best Legend of Chun-Li can hope for 
is the DVD clearance bin 

The plot is your standard revenge 
boilerplate, where a teenaged Chun- 
Li watches her father get beaten 
and carried away by the ruthless 
businessman/gangster Bison (Neal 
McDonough) and his musclebound 
henchman Balrog (Michael Clarke 
Duncan). Once she’s all grown up, 
a mysterious scroll tells Chun-Li to 


| abandon her stable life as a concert 
. pianist and rescue her father, who 


may be alive after all these years. 
Good thing he also trained her as a 
first-rate martial artist before getting 
abducted, hey? 

Bits of other genre movies are gen- 
erously sprinkled in, like the subplot 





fF « 


Chun-Li. PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX 


who try so hard to be grizzled and 
sexy, respectively, that they look like 
characters in a Mad TV sketch. 

Let's talk for a minute about Bison, 
who is the most baffling reimagining 
in the bunch by far. Marks and Bart- 


Small Time Kreuk | Kristin Kreuk is a revenge-seeking, fireball-hurling concert pianist (don't ask) in Street Fighter: The Legend of 








film any day — the one with bulging 
eyes who has his face superimposed | 
on the giant painting of Napoleon | 
adorning his chambers. t 
On the positive side, I enjoyed Ste- | 
phen Endelma's score quite a bit, and | 


A MYSTERIOUS SCROLL TELLS CHUN-LI TO ABANDON HER STABLE LIFE AS i 
A CONCERT PIANIST AND RESCUE HER FATHER. GOOD THING HE ALSO TRAINED HER \ 
AS A FIRST-RATE MARTIAL ARTIST BEFORE GETTING ABDUCTED, HEY? 





| involving Chun-Li's cryptic sensei, 


who teaches her to throw fireballs 
(a detail so shoehorned in from the 
videogames that writer Justin Marks 
doesn’t let any character say the 
word out loud). And for the requi- 
site badass-cop-on-the-trail angle, 
witness the twin embarrassments of 
Chris Klein and Moon Bloodgood, 


kowiak go to great lengths to justify 
how ultra-cold and morally bankrupt 
he is, including having him literally 
using an ex-employee as a punching 
bag, and — no lie ~ injecting his soul 
into his unborn daughter in order to 
rid himself of his conscience. Please. 
Give me Raul Julia’s wonderfully 
cartoonish M. Bison from the 1994 


the scene where Chun-Li seduces Bi 
son’s lesbian employee ona nightclub 
dancefloor is handled with a surpris 
ing amount of maturity (at least ur 
til they start pummelling each othet 
in the bathroom). Plus, the door ‘5 
left open for a sequel; let’s just hop? 
Van Damme and Minogue are avail: 
able this time. 
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MOVIE GUIDE: WHAT’S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 








Eco And Narcissus | Metro Cinema’ “Turkey Shoot” takes on Steven Seagal's environmentally conscious 1994 vanity project On 





Deadly Ground this Wednesday. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
OPENING THIS WEEK 


DOWNSTREAM 

Director Leslie lwerks’ documentary profile of 
John O'Connor, the doctor whose crusade on 
behalf of the residents of Fort Chipewyan — 
who blame their area’s unusually high cancer 
rate on the nearby oilsands industry — placed 
his career in jeopardy. Metro Cinema: Sun, Mar 
8 (2& 4pm) 


EASY LIVING 

Jean Arthur, Ray Milland, and Edward Amold 
star in Midnight director Mitchell Leisen’s 
classic 1937 screwball comedy about a cash- 
strapped working girl whose life changes 
overnight when a fur coat lands on her head 
after a Wall Street tycoon throws it out the 
window. Screenplay by Preston Sturges. Roy- 
al Alberta Museum: Mon, Mar 9 (8pm) 


FAVA FRESHWORKS 

A selection of new short films by local direc- 
tors, including Trevor Anderson's Carpet Diem 
and The Island, Kate Wilson's Eta, and Peter 
Wunstorf's Patiences. Metro Cinema: Thu, 






Mar5 (7pm) . 


IRISH FILM FESTIVAL 

A selection of recent films from the Emerald 
Isle. Featuring: Garage (dir: Lenny Abraha- 
mson): Fri, Mar 6 (8pm); Death or Canada 
(dir; Ruan Magan): Sat, Mar 7 (7pm); 324 
(dir. Marian Quinn): Sat, Mar 7 (9pm); 
O’Donoghue's Opera and Flea Ceoil (dir: 
Kevin Sheldon/Lewis Marcus): Sun, Mar 8 
(6:30pm). Metro Cinema 


ON DEADLY GROUND 

Local actors Dave Clarke and Jeff Page 
present a sarcastic live commentary to this 
screening of actor/director Steven Seagal’s 
ludicrous 1994 action film about an ecologi- 
cally-minded ponytailed mystic who squares 
off against the owner of an evil Alaskan oil 
corporation (Michael Caine). Metro Cinema: 
Wed, Mar I] (8pm) 


ONE WEEK 

Joshua Jackson, Liane Balaban, and Camp- 
bell Scott star in Saint Ralph writer/director 
Michael McGowan's scenery-filled drama 
about a young man who decides to ride his 


motorcycle from Toronto to Tofino, B.C. in 
hopes of finding the meaning of life. 


STITCHES 

Director Steve Ashworth's film version of Glen 
Huser’s Governor General's Award-winning 
children’s novel about a boy who has been 
singled out for persecution throughout his 
entire middle school career. Co-produced by 
the Victoria School of Performing and Visual 
Arts. Metro Cinema: Tue, Mar 10 (8pm) 


WATCHMEN 

Billy Crudup, Jackie Earle Haley, Malin Aker- 
man, Jeffrey Dean Morgan, Carla Gugino, 
Patrick Wilson, and Matthew Goode star 
in 300 director Zack Snyder's much-antic- 
ipated film version of Alan Moore and Dave 
Gibbons’ landmark graphic novel, set in 1985 
in an alternate version of America, about 
a masked vigilante on the trail of a con- 
spiracy targeting all “costumed heroes” for 
elimination. 


ALSO PLAYING 


CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 

The timing of this romantic comedy starring 
Isla Fisher as a flighty spendthrift wouldn't 
matter if the film itself were funnier. Or were 
smarter in its attitude toward its main char- 
acter. It is neither. Save your money. 

bo aXe ard 


CORALINE 

Henry Selick’s adaptation of Neil Gaiman's 
children’s fantasy about a bored girl who 
discovers a tunnel into a seductive alternate 
reality is an instant classic — creepy, funny, 
meticulously crafted, and filled with inex- 
haustible wit and imagination. A movie to 
treasure. 

tok kok 


FIRED UP 

Triple-ugh. Every bit as vulgar and unfunny 
as you'd expect from film whose entire mar- 
keting campaign relies on the fact that its 
initials are "FU." 

terre 





FRIDAY THE 13TH 

Is the plan here simply to keep making new 
movies in this series until there are 13 of 
them? How else to explain this pointless 
Michael Bay-produced reboot of the horror 
franchise, which adds flash but little imagi- 
nation to the Jason saga. 

b Oa a aXe 


HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 
Somewhat-better-than-it-looks romantic 
comedy whose cast of cuties includes Jenni- 
fer Aniston, Scarlett Johansson, and star-in- 
the-making Ginnifer Goodwin. Approach this 
one like a blind date: keep your expectations 
low, and you might be pleasantly surprised. 
Kk ky 


THE INTERNATIONAL 

An evil bank is the villain of this so-so globe- 
trotting thriller starring Clive Owen and Nao- 
mi Watts. So why is New York's Guggenheim 
Museum the only building that gets shot up? 
It's true: in a financial crisis, the arts always 
suffer first! 

kkk ee 


JONAS BROTHERS: THE 3D CONCERT 
EXPERIENCE 

Review-proof concert film starring the 
squeaky-clean tween-pop combo. The au- 
dience for this movie doesn't care what we 
think, but we do feel obligated to dock it 
half a star for the sheer chutzpah of the Hard 
Day's Night-inspired opening montage. 
KI Ye 


MILK 

With Gus Van Sant behind the camera, you'd 
expect this biopic about slain politician and 
gay-rights activist Harvey Milk to be more 
stylistically adventurous. But Sean Penn and 
Josh Brolin are both fantastic, the recreation 
of late-'70s San Francisco is vivid and joy- 
ous, and God knows the political message 
couldn't be timelier. 

Kk ke 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP 


Not funny enough to recommend, but too in- 
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offensive and genial to hate. If you're looking 
for an okay time-waster for a slushy February 
afternoon, this Adam Sandler-produced riff 
on Die Hard featuring a blubbery, Segway- 
riding security guard instead of a badass off- 
duty policeman gets the job done. 

bo OAaXaxd 


THE PINK PANTHER 2 

Look, we're probably never going to get back 
the classic Steve Martin of The Jerk and The 
Man With Two Brains. We're just going to 
have to settle for the occasional glimmers 
of comic inspiration we get in the best slap- 
stick stretches of The Pink Panther 2. Deal 
withit. 

Kk KY 


PUSH 

Unnecessarily complicated thriller about a 
motley assortment of psychics (including 
an alarmingly short-skirted Dakota Fan- 
ning) and the sinister government agency 
out to harness the powers for evil. The Hong 
Kong setting gives the film an unusual look, 
but that's pretty much the only thing fresh 
about it. 

boo XaXd 


THE READER 

What's with all the sympathetic Nazis in the 
theatres right now? Tom Cruise in Valkyrie, 
the little kid in The Boy in the Striped Paja- 
mas, and now Kate Winslet as the mysteri- 
ous older woman who seduces the adoles- 
cent version of Ralph Fiennes into manhood. 
Hey, someone had to doit. 

kkk 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

Best movie of the year? Not by a long shot, 
no matter what Oscar voters think. But this 
urban fairytale about a Mumbai slum kid 
who wins a fortune on a TV game show is 


still a pretty irresistible concoction, ener- — 


getically directed by Trainspotting’s Danny 
Boyle. 
Kk KK 


STONE OF DESTINY 

This caper film, based on the real-life at- 
tempt in 1950 to steal the Stone of Scone 
from Westminster Abbey and bring it home 
to Scotland, sounds like it could be a fun 
lighthearted romp, but it lays the Scottish 
nationalism on sO thick that it's a slog to get 
to the finish. 

key 


TAKEN 

Some people have their children kidnapped 
and spend the entire movie crying — we're 
looking at you, Changeling lady. Others, 
like Liam Neeson, fly to Paris, blow up 2 
few warehouses, and empty a few guns 
into people’s heads. We prefer the Neeson 
approach. 

kkk 


THE WRESTLER 

Mickey Rourke is an aging former wrestling 
star, now reduced to minimum-wage drudg- 
ery at a supermarket, but still clinging to the 
last shreds of his former glory. Rourke is just 
magnificent: brutal, vulnerable, monstrous. 
heartbreaking... no one adjective does him 
justice. ; 

tok 
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WATCHMEN CREATOR ALAN MOORE IN WIRED: “[COMIC BOOKS] ARE BEING BOUGHT IN MANY CASES BY ... CASES OF ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT WHO ARE NOT 








PREPARED TO LET THEIR CHILDHOODS GO, NO MATTER HOW TRITE THE ADVENTL 


BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY - 








Weave i The Comedian (Jeffrey Dean sient won't find much to laugh about in Anthony Lane's review of Watchmen. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES 


THIS WEEK: EARLY RESPONSES 
TO WATCHMEN 


Justin Chang, Variety | “Whether it's Dreiberg's 
flying owl ship or the staggering glass palace 
Dr. Manhattan conjures up on Mars, the film- 
makers have spared no expense in their mis- 
sion to visualize every frame. Yet the movie 
is ultimately undone by its own reverence; 
there’s simply no room for these characters 
and stories to breathe of their own accord, 
and even the most fastidiously replicated 
scenes can feel glib and truncated. As Watch- 
men \urches toward its apocalyptic (and 
slightly altered) finale, something happens 
that didn't happen in the novel: Wavering 
between seriousness and camp, and absent 
the cerebral tone that gave weight to some 
of the book's headier ideas, the film seems to 








URES OF THEIR VARIOUS HEROES AND IDOLS.” 


yield to the very superhero cliches it purports 
to subvert.” 


Tom Huddleston, Time Out London | “Watchmen 
may be the nastiest blockbuster ever de- 
vised. It luxuriates in snapping bones and lit- 
eral explosions of gore. It's here that the gulf 
between comic and movie becomes most 
clear: Gibbons’ drawings were often shock 
ing, but they served a purpose. Zack Snyder 
employs violence for the rush, and while this 
approach is sometimes brutally effective, it's 
also deeply crass. But, try as he might, Sny- 
der can't sabotage the sheer majesty of the 
source material. The breadth and grandeur 
of Moore's globe-spanning narrative still 
astounds, and to see Gibbons’ iconic images 
writ vast and messy across the screen packs 
an undeniable sentimental punch.” 


on screen 


Anthony Lane, The New Yorker | “Watchmen, like 
V for Vendetta, harbours ambitions of politi- 
cal satire, and, to be fair, it should meet the 
needs of any leering 19-year-old who be- 
lieves that America is ruled by the military- 
industrial complex, and whose deepest fear 
— deeper even than that of meeting a wom- 
an who requests intelligent conversation — is 
that the Warren Cornmission may have been 
right all along. The problem is that Snyder, 
following Moore, is so insanely aroused by 
the look of vengeance, and by the stylized 
application of physical power, that the film 
ends up twice as fascistic as the forces it 
wishes to lampoon. The result is perfectly 
calibrated for its target group: nobody over 
25 could take any joy from the savagery that 
is fleshed out onscreen, just as nobody under 
18 should be allowed to witness it.” 
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SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
Nightly 6:50, 9:25; Sat & Sun matinees 2:00. Violence, 





re 10337 - 82 AVENUE © 433-0728 

ONE WEEK PG 
Nightly 6:50, 9:00; Sat & Sun matinees 2:30. 

THE WRESTLER 

Nightly 7:00, 9:10; Sat & Sun matinees 2:00. Sexual content, nudity, 
coarse 
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PARKLAND 

205 Main Steet, Spruce Grove © 962-2332 
WATCHMEN 18A 
Nightly 7:30; motinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:30. Gory scenes, brutal violence. 
THE INTERNATIONAL VA 
Mighthy 9:30; motinees Sot Sun & Tues 1:00; Movies for Mommies Tues 
1:00. Violence. 
HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 
Nightly 6:45; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 3:25. 
Corse language, sexual content, 
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 
ighty 6:50; matinges Sot Sun & Tues 12:45, 3:10. 
TAKEN 
Nightly 7:05, 9:05; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:10, 3:05. Violence 
HOTEL FOR DOGS 
Matinees Sat Sun & Tues 1:05, 3:15 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP 
Nightly 7:10, 9:15; matinees Sat Sun & Tues 12:55, 3:00. 
PUSH 
Nighthy 6:55, 9:10. 
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SLUMDOG IMILLIONAIRE 
Night 7-00, 9:25; motines Sot Sun & Tvs 12:50, 3:30, Violence 





9828-1074 AVENUE: (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 425-9212 
FAVA FRESHWORKS GROUP SCREENING STC 
Thurs 7:00. 

GARAGE 
i800. 
DEATH OR CANADA 
Sot 7:00. 





























THEATRE 


GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT © 458-9822 
PUSH 
Frethurs 1:15, 3:25. 7:15. 








THE UNINVITED 
FreThurs 5:30, 9:30. 





HOTEL FOR DOGS 
FreThurs 1:00, 3:00, 4:50, 





GRAN TORINO 
FreThurs 6:45, 9:00. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH 
FreThurs 8:45, a 
PINK PANTHER 2 
FreThurs 1:10, 3:05, 5:00, 6:50. 


4702-50 St. Leduc ® 986-2728 


HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 

Nightly 6:50, 9:30; matinee Sat/Sun 12:50, 3:30, 
Course languoge, sexual content. 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
Nightly 6:55, 9:20; matinee So 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BE 
Nightly 7:20; matinee Sat/Sun 1:00 

PAUL BLART MALL COP 

Nightly 7:00; matinee Sat/Sun 1:00, 
PUSH 

Nightly 9:10; motinee Sat/Sun 3:10. Violence, 


3840-56, Wetoskivin © 3523922 


THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
Daily 7:20; Sat & Sun motinees 1:00. 


WATCHMEN 18A 
Fri St Sun 6:50, 9:40; Sot & Sun motinees 12:30, 3:30. 

Gory scenes, brutal violence. Sern 

FIRED UP 14a 
FreThurs 7:05, 9:15; Sat & Sun motinees 1:05, 3:15. Coorse language. 


SLUMDOG MMILLIONAIRE 4A 


FreThurs 7:00, 9:25; SotSun 1:00, 3:25. Violence. 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


Ee: ___ 152599 Street 4368585 
WATCHMEN 18A 
FreThuts 12:00, 12:45, 2:00, 3:30, 4:30, 6:30, 7:00, 8:15, 10:00, 
10:40. Gory scenes, brutal violence, No passes. =< 

ONE WEEK sT¢ 
Fre Wed 12:15, 4:15, 6:45, 9:40; Thurs 4:15, 6:45, 9:40; Stor & Strollers 
Screening Thurs 1:00, 


STREET FIGHTER: THE LEGEND OF CHUN-UI 
FreThuns 1:30, 4:50, 7:40, 10:25. Violenco 


JONAS BROTHERS: THE 3D CONCERT EXPERIENCE G 
FreThus 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7:00, 9:15. 


FIRED UP 
Frethurs 7:45, 10:30, Coarse languoge. 


JAG JEONDEYAN DE MELE (IN PUNJABI) 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:30, 7:50. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 

Fri, SumThurs 12:00, 3:40, 7:10, 10:00; Sat 3:40, 7:10, 10:00. 
Violence. 73 

CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 

FreThurs 1:20, 4:20, 6:50, 9:30, 

HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOu 

FreThurs 12:30, 3:50, 7:20, 10:15. Coarse languoge, sexval content. 
THE PINK PANTHER 2 
FreThues 1:45, 4:20. 
CORALINE 3D 

FreThurs 1:15, 3:50, 6:55, 9:25. Frightening scenes, not recommended for 





4a 

















Frets 12:45, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20. Vien 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP 
FreThurs 12:45, 4:40, 7:30, 9:50. 


GRAN TORINO 
Frees 1:15, 4:10, 7:15, 10:05; Wed 1:15, 4:10, 10:05; Thurs 4:10, 





PAUL BLART: MALL COP 
FréThus 12:35, 2:20, 4:05, 5:50, 7:40, 9:25. 


7.15, 10.05; Stor & Soller Saeerng Thus 1:00 Lnguoge may ofend 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 4A 
FreThurs 12:30, 4:00, 7:05, 10:20, Violence, 








WATCHMEN 
FreThurs 1:20, 4:35, 7:55. 
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THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: MADAMA BUTTERFLY STC 
Sat 11:00 








Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 
with IMAX’ 
SHOWTIMES MARCH 5-1 1; 2009 


NORTH EDMONTON 





FriThurs 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, 3:30, 4:45, 6:15, 7:00, 8:45, 9:45, 10:30 
Gory scenes, brutal violence, No passes 

ONE WEEK sic 
Feélues, Thurs 1:50, 4:20, 7:10, 9:20; Wed 4:20, 7:10, 9:20; Stor & 
Strollers Soeening Wed 1-00 a 

STREET FIGHTER: THE LEGEND OF CHUN LI 

FreThos 12:50, 3:10, 5:30, 7:50, 10:40. Violence 


JONAS BROTHERS: THE 3D CONCERT EXPERIENCE 
freThurs 12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 6:45, 9:00. No posses. 

FIRED UP 

FrkThurs 2:20, 4:50, 7:40, 10:10. Coors longuage 


CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 
FreThurs 1:20, 4:00, 7:05, 9:40 


FRIDAY THE 13TH 

FreThurs 5:10, 10:20. Sexual conten, gory scenes. 
HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 

Fri, SuoThurs 12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 9:30; Sot 3:40, 6:30, 9.30. 
Conse language, sexual content 

CORALINE 3D 

FriThurs 12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 7:45, 10:15. 

Frightening scenes, not recommended for young children, 
PUSH 

FreThurs 10:40. Violence. 

TAKEN 

FieThurs 1:30, 4:10, 6:40, 8:50. Violence. 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP 

FreThurs 12:15, 2:40, 5:00, 7:20, 9:50, 
HOTEL FOR DOGS 

FreThurs 12:10. 


GRAN TORINO 

FreThurs 1:40, 7:30. Languoge may offend. — 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 14a 
FreTues, Thurs 1:10, 3:50, 6:50, 10:00; Wed 3:50, 6:50, 10:00; Stor & 
Shoollers Screening Wed 1:00. Violence, 


THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: MADAME BUTTERFLY STC 
Sot 11:00. 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 


_3RD FLOOR PHASE I, 101 st. & 102 AVE. © 421-7020 
STONE OF DESTINY 

FreThus 12:50, 3:40, 6:55,9:25. 

WATCHMEN 

FreThus 12:30, 4:10, 745. Gry scenes, brut violence, 
JOMAS BROTHERS: THE 3D CONCERT EXPERIENCE 
FreThwrs 12:00, 2:10, 4:20, 7:10, 9:20. No posses. 

TAKEN 

FreThus 12:50, 3:50, 6:40, 9:10. Voknce 


STONE OF DESTINY 

fits 1240, 340,650. 

FIRED UP 

FreThurs 9:50. Coarse longuoge. 
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 

Freues, Thurs 12:20, 3:20, 7:00, 9:40; Wed 12:20, 3:20 ,9:40. 


HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU 
FreThurs 12:10, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30. Coarse language, sexual content, 


CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 
4211-1397 AVENUE © 472-7600 


PAUL BLART: MALL COP 6 
Fi, Months 4:30, 6°55, 9:20; SotSun 1:50, 4:90, 6:55, 9:20, 
TAKEN 
Fi, MoeThus 4:40, 7:20, 9:45; SotSun 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 9:45, 
Violence. 


4a 


























14a 





PUSH MA 
FreThurs 6:50, 9:40, Violence, 

HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 3:40, 6:30, 9:25; SatSun 12:45, 3:40, 6:30, 9:25. 








THE PINK PANTHER 2 

Fri, Mon-Thors 4:25; Sat-Sun 1:45, 4:25. 

CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 

fri 4:15, 710; SotSun 1:20, 4:15, 7:10. 

THE INTERNATIONAL 

FreThurs 9:35. Violence 

FRIDAY THE 13TH 

FreThurs 9:50. Sexval content, gory scenes, 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

Fri, Mon-Thurs 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; SotSun 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 
Violence 4 = 

JONAS BROTHERS: THE 3D CONCERT EXPERIENCE 6 
Fri 4:45, 7:00, 9:10; SotSun 12:40, 2:40, 4:45, 7:00, 9:10; Mon-Thors 
4:45,7:00,910. = 
CORALINE PG 
Fri, MonrThurs 4:10, 6:45; SotSun 1:30, 4°10, 6:45. Frightening scenes, 
not recommended for young children. 

WATCHMEN 

Fri, Man-Thurs 4:00, 6:30, 7:30, 10:00; SorSun 12:30, 2: 
6:30, 7:30, 10:00. 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 


NUT AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 
WATCHMEN 18A 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 8:10; SotSun 12:30, 4:30, 8:10. 
Gory scenes, brutal violence. : 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 14a 
Fi, Mon-Thurs 7:15, 10:00; SatSun 1:15, 4:10, 7:15, 10:00, Violence 
THE READER 18A 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 7:00, 9:50; SatSun 1:00, 3:55, 7:00, 9:50. 
Semuol content 
MILK 
Fri, MoreThurs 6:35, 9:30; SotSun 12:45, 3:35, 6:35, 9:30. 
Coarse languoge 
SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8887-170 STREET © 444-2400 
WATCHMEN 18A 
FriThurs 1:00, 4:30, 8:00; FreSun 11:30, 3:00, 6:30, 10:00; MoreThurs 
3:00, 6:30, 10:00; FriThurs 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:00. No passes. Gory 
scenes, brtol verve. 


STREET FIGHTER: THE LEGEND OF CHUN-LI 
Fre Thurs 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30. Violence. 


JONAS BROTHERS: THE 3D CONCERT EXPERIENCE G 
FreThus 12:15, 2°15, 4:15, 6:30, 9:00, No passes. 4 
THE INTERNATIONAL 4A 
Fr, Surhurs 1:30, 440, 7:20, 10:15; Sot 4:40, 7:20, 10:15, Violence 
CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC PG 
FreThrs 1:20, 4:10, 645,9:30. . 


18A 
00, 4:00, 











LAST CHANCE HARVEY 

FreSot 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 9:45, 11:50; Sun Thurs 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 

945 

BEDTIME STORIES 

FreSot 1:35, 4:25, 7:20, 9:40, 11:45; SureThuws 1:35, 4:25, 7:20, 
9:40. * 
MARLEY & ME PG 
FreSot 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35, 12:00; Sun Thurs 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 
9:35, a 
VALKYRIE PG 
FtSot 1-30, 4:15, 6:50, 9:25, 11:55; Sun-Thurs 1:30, 4:15, 6:50, 

9:25. Violence, coarse language ‘ eo 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 
FreThurs 2:00, 4:50, ti 
SEVEN POUNDS 4A 
FreSot 4:30, 7:15, 9:50, 12:14; SumThurs 4:30, 7:15, 9:50. Mature 
themes 

YES MAN 

FreSot 1:25, 4:40, 7:25, 10:00. SunrThuars 1:25, 4:40, 7.25, 10:00 > 
THE DAY THE EARTH rid ‘STHLL PG 
FreSot 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 9:15, 11:25; Sum Thurs 1:20, 4:05, 6:45, 

9:15, 

DOUBT 

Fr-Tiwes 4:15, 9:20. Mature themes. 
FROST /NIXON 

FriThurs 1:05, 6:35. Coorse language, not recommended tor young chil 
ren, 
AUSTRALIA 
FreThurs 7:40. Longuoge moy offend, vidkence 
BOLT 

Foi 1:15, 4:00, 7:05, 9:30, 11:30; SumThurs 1:15, 4:00, 7:05, $30. 
TWILIGHT 

FreSat 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:40, 12:10; Som Thurs 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 
9:40. Violence 


144 





FreThurs 1-55. 


GALAXY CINEMAS 
2020 SHERWOOD DR., SHERWOOD PARK © 416-0150 
WATCHMEN 18A 
Fri 3:30, 6:30, 7:00, 10:00; 10:30; SatSun 12:00, 2:00, 3:30, 6:30, 
7:00, 10:00, 10:30; Mon-Thurs 6:30, 7:00, 10:00, 10:30. Gory scenes, 
brutol violence. No passes. 








HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 
FriTues, Thurs 12:30, 3:50, 7:10, 10:10; Wed 3:50, 7:10, 10:10; Star & 
Shrollers Screening Wed 1:00. Coarse language, sexual content 


FIRED UP 14a 
Fri 4:30, 7:15, 9:40; SotSun 1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 9:40; Moo Thar 7:15, 
940. Coorse language, 





CORALINE PG 
FreThurs 12:50, 4:00. Not recommended for young children, 
frightening scenes. 


CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPAHOLIC 
Fri 3:50, 7:20, 9:45; SotSun 12:50, 
9:45. Coorse language, sexual content. 


PG 
7:20, 9:45; MoneThurs 7:20, 








PUSH 

FreWed 1:40, 4:50, 7:30, 10:20; Thurs 1:40, 4:25, 10:20, Violence. 
TAKEN 

FrtThurs 12:20, 2:45, 5:00, 7:40, 10:15. Violence. 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
FreTues, Thurs 1:10, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20; Wed 4:20, 6:50, 9:20; Stor & 
Shoes Sovering Wed 7:00. 

FreThurs 7:15, 9:50. Language may atfend. 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

FrrThurs 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40. Violence. 


4A 





14a 











4A 








HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU PG 
Fri 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; SotSun 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; Mon-Thurs 
7:10, 10:10. Coarse longuoge, sexual convent. 

THE PINK PANTHER 2 PG 
Fri 3:45 SatSun 12:10, 3:45, 

TAKEN 4A 
Fri 4:20, 7:30, 9:50; SobSun 12:30, 4:20, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 7:30, 
9:50. Violence. 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP PG 
Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; Mor-Thers 
7:40, 10:20. 

GRAN TORINO MA 
Fri 4:00, 6:45, 9:30; SotSun 1:00, 4:00, 6:45, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 6:45, 
9:30. Longuoge may offend. 

THE READER 

FreThurs 6:50, 10:05, Saxwol content. 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE aA 
Fri 3:35, 7:05, 10:15; SarSun 12:40, 3:40, 7:05, 10:15; Mon-Thurs 
705, 10415. Violence. 

















8A 
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DANCE PREVIEW « PHYSICS! - BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH | 804 words 


The Fancy! Beautiful World Of Martin Bélanger 


CAN THE MONTREAL 
CHOREOGRAPHER’S GRANDE 
THEORIE UNIFIEE EXPLAIN 
MYSTERIES THAT SCIENCE 
CANNOT? 





GRANDE THEORIE UNIFIEE 

Conceived by Martin Bélanger. Performed by Productions 
LAPS. Presented by Brian Webb Dance Company. Catalyst 
Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd). Thu-Sat, Mar 5-7 (8pm). 
Tickets: $20-25, available through TIX on the Square (420- 
T5i/tixonthesquare.a) 





It might seem a little odd, even ego- 
tistical, to deem your dance piece 
an all-encompassing treatise on the 
universe, but Martin Bélanger isn't 
about to apologize. In fact, the in- 
trepid Montreal choreographer in- 
sists that Grande Théorie Unifiée 
isn’t even a simple performance, 
it's more like a “happening.” SEE 
caught up with Bélanger to ask him 
just what he thinks of the universe, 
and if his crazy dance piece can 
actually accomplish a feat that sci- 
entists have been trying to do for 


centunes. 


SEE Magazine: You've got to admit, 
the title of this show is pretty ambi- 
tious. So what is this “Grand Unify- 
ing Theory” anyway? 

Martin Bélanger: 
was funny to take this title from the 
world of physics. In physics, they're 
trying to find an idea that would fed- 


I thought it 


erate all their theories under one that 
can explain everythirig, from the 
macroscopic to the microscopic. I 
thought it would be interesting to do 
the same in art practice — we're try- 
ing to do what we call art total: total 
art. I thought the analogy was inter- 
esting because in physics they come 
up with crazy and super-imaginative 
ideas that are hard to grasp, but at 
the same time they're very creative 


and very fantasy-like 

S&E: Do you think physicists would 
get a kick out of the show? How does 
it illustrate this grand idea? 

MB: I’m not trying to illustrate 
the theories of physics, of course — 
though there is that sort of method- 
ology to the way the show is built. It 
was deliberate on my part to come up 
with a cast of performers who come 
from different areas of dance so that 
we could do some sampling of dif- 
ferent styles. It's more of a collage 
than anything — at one point, we use 
something that looks like breakdanc- 
ing, at another something that looks 
like ballroom dancing. 

SEE: Is that sampling where the 
ideas of high and low art are chal- 
lenged in the show? 

MB: I would say it’s partly con- 
veyed in that idea of sampling, but 
it's all part of a subtext that contains 
everything that we see in the world 
around — that which is collaged, re- 
cuperated, recycled — but within a 
more high art framework. The mere 
fact that we're doing the show in con- 
temporary dance is, in a way, close to 
high art, if not high art. It also illus- 
trates the idea that everything in the 
world is good — it only depends on 
how you relate to it and what hierar- 
chy you put it in. Also, the audience 
is set on two sides, so they become 
very much witness to one another. 
Hopefully the show becomes more 
than just an object of art or an ob- 
ject that we see from afar and more 
like a happening, an event, some- 
thing that the audience is actively 
witnessing 

SEE: You're credited not as chore- 
ographer on this piece, but as a “cre- 
ative supervisor.” Why make that 
distinction? 

MB: | didn't come up with so much 
choreographic material per se. I see 


&G MY PERFORMERS ARE MY PLANTS. 
| SAY, “OH, CUT THAT BRANCH THERE, 
BUT KEEP ON GROWING! 


it more like a garden: my performers 
are my plants and they grow and | 
say, “Oh, cut that branch there, but 
keep on growing!” So I orchestrate 
That's also in respect to the creative 
input the dancers put into the piece 
I was very keen on that. I like to 
work with people who are creative; 
to have input from the performers 
makes a piece very rich and per- 
sonal. Their engagement with it is 
different. 

SEE: There's quite a lot going on 
with props onstage, plus you've got 
six dancers jumping on exercise balls 
with ropes hanging from the ceil- 
ing, plus a DJ/sound designer and 
lighting guy in the mix too. Doesn't 
it all get a bit complicated and 
dangerous? 

MB: We get an elbow in there ev- 
ery once in a while, but I think we’ve 
been working pretty well with the 
props so far. This show has a lot of 
chutzpah in the sense that it's not 
necessarily a show that pleases — I 
mean, it can please a lot of peo- 
ple, but it’s not a safe show, It's a 
crazy show. People might be super- 
excited by it or slightly disoriented, 
and I think that's interesting too 
That's what I wanted. It’s a very fun 
show — it’s very funny — but in the 
context of contemporary dance, 
where it’s often serious and dra- 
matic and neat, this show goes in all 
directions. It talks about the art world 
and about sociopolitics, but in a very 
indirect, playful way. More and 
more we see that the world is more 
complex than we expect it to be, at 
the same time this complexity is 
beautiful and we have to grasp that 
instead of trying to fragment it or 
put it more simply just because it 
feels safer. The world is not safe; 
the world is kind of crazy and 
beautiful. 








He Blinded Us With Science | Martin Bélanger's Grande Théorie Unifiée may not make strict analytical sense, but it'll be much 





livelier than any textbook. PHOTO COURTESY OF PRODUCTIONS LAPS 














Train tn Vain? | Amtrak announced on Tuesday that they were cutting ticket prices due to dropping ridership numbers — hopefully 
Mile Zero Dance’s Salon Spectacle, feat.ing Good Women's dance piece “Amtrak.” is better attended. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE STAGE TO THE BOOKSTORE 











CABOOSES! 
Choo Choo Ch-Boogie 


Arts News can't imagine a dance piece witha | 


more charming concept than Good Women's 
“Amtrak,” which was inspired by how, every 
year Daylight Savings Time, all of Amtrak's 
trains instantly find themselves running an 
hour behind schedule but keep chugging 


away regardless, trying to catch up. Ador- | 


able! And that’s just one of the cars that'll be 
coming down the track at Mile Zero Dance's 
latest Salon Spectacle (The ARTery, Mar 7 
(8pm)). Also on the bill; dancers Jen Wong 
and Lin Snelling, filmmaker/musician Trevor 
Anderson, singer Michelle Milenkovic, artist 
Anthea Black, and MC Jesse Gervais. 


CROSS-DRESSERS! 
| Cannibals Cavort In Camrose 


Not only is Arts News fave Kristine Nutting 
dusting off her 2005 Fringe hit The Three 
Sisters: A Black Opera (not to mention 
scraping off all the encrusted gore) for a re- 
mount — but she's also remounting it in the 
most unlikely location imaginable. That's 
right: this retelling of Chekhov's classic play, 
souped up with hearty ladlefuls of cross- 
dressing, cannibalism, and, most frightening 
of all, accordion music, will be travelling to 
Augustana College in Camrose (Mar 5-8, TI- 
14), where let’s just say the Lutherans greatly 
| outnumber the cross-dressing cannibals. Call 
(780) 679-1503 for tickets. 








COPITHORNE! 
Struck Gold 


Medicine Hat in May: is there another phrase 
in the English language more wondrous 
more sparkling, more filled with promise of 
sunny skies to come? Well, that will be the 
destination of the lucky winner of Stage 
Struck! (Mar 6-7), Walterdale Playhouse’ 
annual one-act play festival. Gerald Osbor 
Michele Vance Hehir, and Barbara North ale 
among the local playwrights whose wo! 
will be competing for a berth in the 2009 
Provincial One-Act Festival in the Hat — a” 
adjudicator Marianne Copithorne is the pe 
son they'll have to impress, Call TIX on the 
Square (420-1757) for... er, tickets. 
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BEWARE! THE CITADEL'S PRODUCTION OF JULIUS CAESAR FINISHES ITS RUN WITH A MATINEE PERFORMANCE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 15. CLEVER, RIGHT? sk 


Hangin’ With 
The Rome Boys 





They Smile In Your Face, All The Time They Want To Take Your Place | Rick Roberts (pictured here with Melissa MacPherson) plays history's most famous backstabber in Julius Caesar 
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITADEL 


THE CITADEL’S PRODUCTION OF 
JULIUS CAESARIS GRIPPING... 
AT LEAST WHENEVER CAESAR 
IS ONSTAGE 





JULIUS CAESAR 

~ Directed by James MacDonald. Written by William 
Shakespeare. Starring Rick Roberts, John Kirkpatrick, Blair 
Williams, Ashley Wright. Maclab Theatre, The Citadel. To 
Mar 5. Tickets available through the Citadel box office 
(425-1820) 
tok kts 





Productions of Shakespeare can be 
a tough sell, not because they are 
“sometimes lengthy and dense but 

_ rather due to the fact that they don’t 
Bays put a distinctive spin on the 
“material. The Citadel’s production of 
Julius Caesar, meanwhile, is memo- 

















able precisely because of the adven- 
rous manner in which the play is 
dapted. 

The story, of course, builds up 
the assassination of Julius Cae- 
far (Ashley Wright) by a group of 
nspirators led by self-proclaimed 
atriots Brutus (Rick Roberts) and 
assius (John Kirkpatrick), acting in 
hat they believe to be Rome's best 
terests. However, the assassina- 
n scene occurs halfway through 
play, leaving Shakespeare 
€ — some would say too much 
© — to explore the fallout from 


Caesar's death 

The absence of Caesar from the 
second half is particularly glaring in 
this production because Wright so 
superbly expresses Caesar's steadily 
increasing ego. Wright strides with 
such self-absorbed confidence to- 
ward his demise that you practically 
want to shout, “Told you so!” when 
the first dagger plunges into him 
Luckily director James MacDonald 
has more restraint than I do; he al- 
lows the assassination scene’to un- 
fold in a very natural way. None of 
the actors exaggerate their actions, 
letting the death create its own 
significance 

The scene's subtlety is also note- 
worthy because of how it departs 
from Bretta Gerecke's set design, 


which otherwise engulfs the play in 
a futuristic dystopian world. From 
the riotous street celebration of the 
opening scene to the elaborate ward- 
robe of the politicians, an entirely 
new Roman society is realized here 
The stage appears to be a different 
planet: it’s as if you are watching a 
sci-fi movie (without the wooden 
acting). 

Not to be ignored is the way Mac- 
Donald handles famous scene of 
Caesar's funeral. An angry mob of 
Romans surrounds the audience 
while Brutus stands onstage begging 
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them to be reasonable. It’s an immer- 
sive effect that makes you feel that 
Brutus is also asking for your forgive- 
ness. When Blair Williams enters as 
Mark Antony to give his eulogy, laced 
with sarcasm and powerful rhetoric 
you again feel like he is convincing 
you and not just the Roman people 
that Caesar was truly great and his 
murder was unjust. Williams deliv- 
ers the speech with the expertise of 
a seasoned politician — it’s the play's 
most memorable scene 
Unfortunately, after that riveting 
spectacle, the production loses some 
of its edge. When Brutus and Cas- 
sius have been exiled by the people 
of Rome, a war for power rages on 
— and the play becomes less inter- 
ested in character and more in the 





CAESAR'S ASSASSINATION OCCURS HALFWAY THROUGH THE PLAY, LEAVING SHAKESPEARE 
TIME — SOME WOULD SAY TOO MUCH TIME — TO EXPLORE THE FALLOUT FORM HIS DEATH. 





technical aspects of how such a war 
would play out, leading to some awk- 
wardly staged moments of soldiers 
fighting and dying in feigned slow 
motion. 

Still, 
must be commended for making 
stimulating use of one of Shake- 


MacDonald and company 


speare’s most frequently quoted — | 


and frequently misremembered — 
works, If only the battlefield exploits 
had been as fascinating as the po- 
litical intrigue! It sounds strange to 
say it, but Julius-Caesar needs more 
Caesar in it, 
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Nat . ope hic Doctors 


NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TREATS THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR ILLNESS, NOT JUST YOUR SYMPTOMS 


Depression Anxiety 
3S Celiac Colitis & Diabetes 
ition Hormone Imbalances 
Wormer s / Men's Health 
Nal & Life Style Cx ng 
Arthritis Burn-Out Allergies 


Nutritic yuNsell 


Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D., B.A. 


TWO LOCATIONS: 


ST.ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
| 1 PERRON STREET 780.459.5601 


TH EDMONTON: 


HYPERION LASER REHABILITATION 
and WELLNESS CENTRE 
(FORMERLY NAMED Laser TECH HEALTH CuNnic) 


10433-51 AVE 780.988.2012 


tanaturopath. 


MacEwan 


think Anead 


Can't get into the program you want? 
MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus, the Preparation for 
University and College program can help you improve your 
high schoo! grades, earn university and college level credit 

and receive a personalized plan for success. se a 


* 





Apply as early as possible to be eligible for funding. 
Think MacEwan. Start in April. 


Call 780-497-4029 for information or visit 
www.MacEwan.ca/preparation. 
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CROSSTALK - VISUAL ARTS | 668 words 


The ainisté Of The Mezzotint 





Arrivederci, Aroma | “Crépuscule de Dieu’ is one of the highlights of Guy Langevin's Scent of Memory exhibition at SNAP Gallery. IMAGE COURTESY OF SNAP GALLERY 





ART BOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
HOW MUCH MORE BLACK COULD 
PRINTMAKER GUY LANGEVIN’S 
BLACKS BE? THE ANSWER IS 
NONE. NONE MORE BLACK 





This week 
their 
they attend the opening reception of 


Jill and Mandy open up 
nostrils as well as their eyes s 


Guy Langevin's new SNAP exhibi 


tion, Scent of Memory 


ad of a 
printmaking studio in Trois Riviéres, 


Que., 


Jill: Guy Langevin is the he 


where he happily focuses on 


the medium of mezzotint. That's a 
method of printmaking in which the 
artist uses reduction drawing to cre- 
ate eerily dark images out of a thick 
copper plate — a medium that's cap- 
tivated Langevin for more than 20 
years. In fact, he asks: “Is mezzotint 
a sickness? If yes, | am deeply af- 
fected.” Were you affected by these 
images, Mandy? 

Mandy: Ha, what a wonderfully 
cheesy segue! But yes, yes, I was af- 
fected by Langevin's work. He gives 
us small, blurred images of human 
bodies, sometimes barely suggested, 
other times heavily drawn. Always 
they appear to be shifting or mov- 
ing, transforming into something 
The depth of that black created by 
the mezzotint gives these figures a 
kind of ancient photographic feel 
I was super-impressed with many 


of them 


Jill: That black, indeed! The tiny 
depressions in the copper plate allow 
the blackest blacks to appear. Lan- 
gevin uses a combination of mez- 
zotint, drypoint, and what appears to 
be traditional etching in his images, 
creating a mélange of drawing styles; 
the mezzotint portions of the images 
host the shaded, illusive figures that 
emerge quietly from the black sur- 
faces, while the drypoint and etch- 
ing portions are stark, sketchy line 
drawings. These two styles are in 
direct contrast to one another — and, 
as you'd expect, they work together 
better in some prints than in others 

Mandy: Where I kind of get lost is 
when those heavy sketch-like lines 
start to feel too disconnected from 
the rest of the image. The softness of 
that velvety black holds the figure so 
well; sometimes the drawing of the 
extended feet, or even the hatch-line 





marks of environment can become 
visually unrelated. They seem to 
stand apart from the picture, which 
is saddening, considering how amaz- 
ing most of these images are. 

Jill: 1 agree. Langevin really has 
a masterful hold of mezzotinting. 
There's a distinct Francis Bacon- 
esque quality in the way he distorts 
his figures. True, those extended line 
drawings can be a bit distracting at 
times; however, I think they’re quite 
effective when Langevin uses them 
within the figure’s environment. In 
particular, “A Contretemps” and 
“Point de Non Retour” find the prop- 
er balance between arbitrary and 
purposeful markmaking. 

Mandy: I definitely see the simi- 
larities to Bacon’s work — Langevin 
and Bacon's imagery pack the same 
psychological punch. For whatever 
reason, the emotional currency of 


an image seems to escalate once yo 
start to mess with the representatior 
of the human body. What do yo 
think is Langevin’s intent with th: 
figure here? 

Jill: His statement indicates that 
he likes the way mezzotint can cap 
ture the emotion and _physicalit 
of movement and light — burnish 
ing and smoothing areas out of th 
darkness. 

Mandy: Ahh, folks, this is seri 
ously some really” beautiful work 
The way he describes the body and 
how he shows it as this shifting 
stretching, melting object, and ther 
adds that element of malice — it’s 
remarkably touching. It keeps you 
eyes excited. Those cream mattes 
are unfortunate, though. You need to | 
completely ignore them to get to th« 
good stuff within. 

Jill: Well, I’m glad you were the on« 
who mentioned the presentation this 
time! You know I’m a big proponent 
of taking the time to really consider 
how your work appears in an exhi 
bition; Langevin’s works would have 
benefited from proper framing, « 
at least the absence of butterfly 
clips. These works are real stunners 
though; they shouldn't have to com 
pete with distracting presentation. 

Mandy: For sure, Miss Jill. You 
know I'm with you on this one. But 
maybe if the artist showing in the | 
studio exhibition space hadn't used 


up all the frames, there would hav: 
been some left over for Langevin 
Just kidding! You know I love your 
show ... everyone go check out Jill’ 
work, also currently up at SNAP. Do 


it up! 


Scent of Memory runs at SNAP 
Gallery (10309-97 St) until Apr. Il.| 
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WHAT'S REXT: A “TICKLE ME HOWARD ZINN" DOLL? ACCORDING TO AN ARTICLE IN THE BOSTON HERALD, LEFT-WING MAINE BROADCASTER 
___ ROGER LEISNER HAS JUST PUBLISHED A NOAM CHOMSKY COLOURING BOOK 


THEATRE REVIEW : ROMANCE: BY MICHAEL HINGSTON |501 words 


Those Who Love Me Gan Take The Train 


ADAM BURGESS AND KENDRA 
CONNOR FIND ROMANCE 
(EVENTUALLY) ABOARD THE 
LAST TRAIN TO NIBROG 





LAST TRAIN TO NIBROC 

Directed by John Sproule. Written by Arlene Hutton, Starring 
Adam Burgess and Kendra Connor, Varscona Theatre 
(10329-83 Ave). To Mar 8. Tickets available through TIX on 
the Square (420-1757/www.tixonthesquare.ca). 
KKK 





Everyone knows the feeling. You 
take your seat on a bus or plane, 
and find yourself instantly attracted 
to the stranger sitting next to you. 
They might not be traditionally 
beautiful or glamourous, but you're 
drawn to them all the same. So you 
try to subtly glean details about 
their life based on what you can see 
— what book they’re reading, what 
kind of shoes they have on — in an 
attempt to find a conversational 
entry point. 

But while this experience is univer- 
sal, most people don’t follow through 
on the next step. For whatever rea- 
son they chicken out of the actual 
conversation, and step off that bus 
or plane without having said a single 
word to the other person, wondering 
for weeks or even years afterward 
what might have happened if they'd 


been just a little bit bolder 

The two characters in Arlene Hut 
ton's Last Train To Nibroc, however, 
do not have this problem. As soon 
as the recently discharged soldier 
Raleigh plunks himself down beside 
May, a bristly but animated woman 
who's just called off her engage 
ment, they strike up a rapid-fire 
conversation that will — not to be 
too melodramatic about it — change 
their lives forever. One of the play’s 
many refreshing successes is that 
it finds such high-stakes drama not 
in exaggerated, often unreal devices 
like adultery or murder, but in the 
simple process of falling in love. Of 
course, even that’s a lot harder than 
it sounds 

Nibroc is broken into three half 
hour segments, each of which con 
sists of a long, uninterrupted con- 
versation between Raleigh and May. 
The first takes place in 1940, on a 
train leaving Los Angeles for Ken- 
tucky, where by fluke they both grew 





acknowledge. Their relationship de- 
velops slowly, to say the least, but it’s 
the steady, assured pace of a tortoise 
never to be derailed for good 
Considering there's nothing on- 
stage but them and a bench, Burgess 


Sleeper Hit | Adam Burgess tums on the charm for Kendra Connor in Last Train to Nibroc. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


wring a lot of complex emotions 
from within their characters as well 
as from one another, and they skip 
ably along as Raleigh and May’s con- 
versation roller-coasters from joy to 


anguish to a mix of the two and back 








up; by the final scene, three years 
have passed, and both of them have 
changed in ways they'd prefer not to 


and Connor need to do some seri- 
ous heavy lifting to make the script 


move, and both pull it off. They 


again. They've got chemistry, and 
even their southern accents don't get 
in the way; judging from this, as well 


alts 





as their stellar work together in last 


years Maggie-Now, these two are 
surely among the best young actors 
the city has to offer. 

One of my bad habits as a theatre 
goer is that I often feel the need to 
check what time it is during a show, 
no matter how much I'm enjoying 
myself. It looks bad, I know, but for 
some reason that's the first place my 
brain goes when I get the least bit 
distracted. 

I didn't check the time once during 
Last Train to Nibroc. 
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PLEASE DRINK SOUTHERN COMFORT RESPONSIBLY. 





AND A FEW HUNDRED THOUSAND 4 


like-minded \wovinvats. 
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The Traveling 
Tickle Tonk 


Edmonton’ s first sex-positive, 
women-friendly adult store is 


Yaw Opa 


Modern Women 


Visit us at: 
9923 - 82 Avenue 


travelingtickletrunk.com 


Simply Get More Out of Life 


Armed in stainless steel, equipped with mobile web 
and email, the Nokia E71 empowers you to effortlessly 
manage both work and play. 


Do something beautiful 
Designed for the way we live. 


Nokia.ca/beauty 
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EXHIBITS 


ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 
12845 102ND AVE, OCT 25-APR3More than 120 examples 
of craftsmanship and design distinctive to the Mexican 
BEGINNINGS LOFT GALLERY, 590 BROADMOOR BLVD., 
SHERWOOD PARK, MAR 5 - APR 25 Works by various artists 


for show and sale. ‘Age d’Aiait 's Camille. info: 
Late a 7a iret 
COURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, Y 
10215 NZTH ST, FEBIO-MAR ZI Works HOT PICK Sn oe nMe fa 
by Karen Hibbard. pain 20-MAR TI Works by Sebastian 
CAR CULTURE RED GALLERY, 9621 Li ady Things Guill, ilberte Gagne, Patricia 
WHYTE AVE, JAN - APR30 Oil ummirt Trudeau, Barbara W. Schaefer, 
paintings by Christ! Bergstrom on zets feminin Eileen Skinne, Heather Howard, 
Edmonton's car culture landscape. Jntil Apr and Marolyn Beck. 
Info: www.redgallery.ca. LATITUDE 53 POLAROIDS ART GALLERY OF 
a eet ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE,, MAR 
pose Ga sath ten 7-MAY 16 Featuring over 3,000 Polarold 
ae photograph taken by painter Attila Richard 
Monochrome 1259 91STST. JANZ2- Lukacs, addressing questions of power, masculinity, and 
rat plang ai en desire. Content may disturb some viewers. 
' rot 4 NOB TOGTHST. MAR PLACES STEPPES GALLERY, 1259 9IST ST, FEBII-MAR3I 
COUNTESS DREAM LATITUDE: - Acrylic paintings by Christine Wallwien. 


6-APR 4 Textile collages by Esther Scott-McKay exploring 
thoughts and observations of daily activities. 

DOUBLE TAKE PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON 
ST,, ST. ALBERT, FEB 5 - MAR 5 Paintings, photo-illustrations, 
and stop-motion animated film by Jana Hargarten, Nell 
McClelland, Laura O'Connor, Beth Pederson, and J. Scott 
Portingale. 

FOSTER AND UNGSTAD JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, STRATH- 
CONA SENIORS CENTRE, 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE, MAR3- APR 
2 Featuring papier tole and decoupage by Millard Foster and 
clay works by Magdalene Ungstad. 

ANEVENING WITH ARTISTS: GALLERY A-G0-G0 
PLATINUM CENTRE, 24 BOUDREAU RD,, ST. ALBERT, MAR 7 
20th Annual art auction. Doors at 7 p.m. 

GERMAN AUTUMN IN MINOR SPACES HARCOURT 
HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLOOR, 10215 TI2TH ST., FEB 19 - MAR 21 
Photographic works by Allen Ball and Kimberly Mair. 
HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A HISTORY OF THE ELEVATED 
FOOT ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE., NOV 


| 22-MAR@ An exhibition of footwear from the Bata Shoe 


Museum featuring more than 75 pieces of exotic footwear. 
THE HORIZON AS IT SHOULD BE ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE., JAN 17-MAR 22 Digital 
photography exploring the relationship between people and | 
spaces by John Freeman. 

INTENSIONS: MESSAGE & MEDIUM IN FIBRE ART 












ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL, 10186 106TH ST., JAN I7-APR 18 

Works by Mary Sullivan-Holdgrafer, Margie Davidson, and 

Matt Gould. Info: www albertacraft.ab.ca. 

LADY THINGS LATITUDE 53, 10248 106TH ST, MAR 6 -APR 
4 Exhibit by Robyn Cumming focusing on the tragedy and 

mundanity of everyday life. 


| LEAVING OLYMPIA: UNVEILING THE IDEALIZED NUDE 
| ARTGALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE. FEB 14 


- MAY 18 With works ranging from Auguste Rodin's 


SYLVAIN VOYER: SURVEY 1957 - PRESENT ART GAL- 


LERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 JASPER AVE, JAN I7- MAR 22 
Paintings by Sylvain Voyer spanning his 50-year career. 
SEE & HEAR AXIS CAFE, 10349 JASPER AVE., MAR 8 With 
paintings by Randy Hayashi and music by Matt Day. Doors 
at2p.m. 

SENSE SUBLIME ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 10230 
JASPER AVE, FEB 14 - MAY 18 19th-century landscapes from 
the AGA Collection. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 


DANCE 


GRANDE THEORIE UNIFIEE CATALYST THEATRE, 8529 
GATEWAY BLVD,, MAR 5-7 Choreographed by Martin 


Bélanger. Doors at 8 p.m. Info: www.bwdc.ca/780-452-3282. 


SPRING AHEAD ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE., MAR 7 Mile 
Zero Dance’s second salon of the season. Doors at 8 p.m. 
STARS OF HOPE JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455 87TH AVE., 
MAR7 More than 700 local dancers participate in this 
fundraising event for Edmonton's Kids with Cancer Society. 
Doors at 7 p.m. info: www.kidswithcancer.ca. 










THEATRE 


ANNIE JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455 87TH AVE, MAR 

10-15 Presented by Broadway Across Canada. Info: www. 
BroadwayAcrossCanada.a. 

BENEATH THE ICE TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, 10330 84TH 
AVE, MAR 10-15 Tracy Carroll directs Eva Colmers’ play about 
a boy forced to go on a research trip to the far north with 

his mother. 

CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE., Weekly 
improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat except 
for last Sat of the month. Doors at 11 p.m. 

DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE, An 
improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every 
Monat 8 p.m. 

DOUBT CITADEL THEATRE, 9828 101A AVE. MAR 7-29 Tom 
Wood directs Lally Cadeau and John Ullyatt in a tale of anun 
who suspects that a priest is overstepping his bounds with 
amale student. 

JULIUS CAESAR CITADEL THEATRE, 9828 101A AVE., FEB 2] - 
MAR 15 James MacDonald directs Shakespeare's classic. 
LAST TRAIN TO NIBROC VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD 
AVE, FEB 24-MAR 8 John Sproule directs Kendra Connor and 
Adam Burgess in Arlene Hutton’s tale about a would-be- 
missionary and aspiring writer during the Christmas of 1940 
STAGE STRUCK WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 10322 83 AVE, 
MAR 6-7 Edmonton's annual one-act play festival featuring 


| plays by Chad Carlson, Gerald Osborn, Barbara North, and 


Michele Vance Hehir. Doors at 7 p.m. 

THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE, 
Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Fri 
Doors at I p.m. 


LIVE COMEDY 


AARON FOSTER COMEDY FACTORY, 408-3414 GATEWAY 
BLVD., MAR 5-7 Doors at 8:30 p.m. 

ANDREW IWANYK SHOW COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET 
(WEM), MAR 10 Doors at 8 p.m. 

DENNIS MILLER RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR. AND WHITEMUD RD., ENOCH, MAR 8 Doors 
at7p.m. 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET 
(WEM) Amateur comedy. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/780- 
483-5999, 

LION'S HEAD PUB COMEDY NIGHT 4404 GATEWAYY 
BLVD. Featuring professional & amateur comedians. Hosted 
by Lars Callieou every Sun at 9 p.m. 

TI MILLER COMIC STRIP, BOURBON STREET (WEM), MAR 1] 
With Mike Harrison and Kevin McGrath. Doors at 8 p.m. 
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SEX LETTERS, SHE GETS LETTERS |760 words 


There's A Blabbermouth In Our Threesome 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

EVEN FOUR YEARS LATER, SHE 
WON'T STOP YAKKING ABOUT 
MY ONE AND ONLY MENACE A 
TROIS EXPERIENCE 





Dear Josey, 

Like a few other girls out there 
in the wild world of being 19 and 
in college, | experimented with a 
few things sexually but eventually 
discovered, for the most part, I'm 
a plain Jane in bed and proud of 
it. lonce tried having a threesome 
and found the experience, while 
not horrible, definitely overrated. 
That was four years ago, but the 
woman involved still insists on 
telling everyone about it, includ- 
ing my new boyfriend whom I'd 
never planned on telling. I'm 
not embarrassed or ashamed of 
my actions; I just don’t necessar- 
ily want everyone in the city to 
know about them. How do I get 


her to listen to me when I ask 
her not to tell people about my 
sex life? 

Indecent Exposure 


Dear Indecent, 

Maybe you could start telling every- 
one how lousy she was in bed and see 
if that shuts her up. Of course, then 
you'd be just as bad as her and you 
sound like you’re much too level- 
headed a gal to stoop that low. 

So how do you get her to stop blab- 
bing about your past sexual adven- 
tures? You've asked her to stop and 
she hasn't. Threatening her, soap- 


specifically asked her to, you're out 
of luck. Hopefully, she'll eventually 
run out of ears to bore with stories 
of something that happened four 
flippin’ years ago and eventually 
stop blabbing 

In the meantime, as you say, your 
past is your past and it’s nothing to 
be ashamed of. Take pride in having 
experimented and found out who 
you really are sexually — which is 
As 


for your new boyfriend: as someone 


more than most folks ever do 


who's always found it unnecessary to 
give every new partner the play-by- 
play of one’s entire sexual past, I re- 


Dear Josey, 

I'm a guy who is interested in 
strap-on play, but I am afraid to 
bring up the subject with new 
female partners, as this is often 
considered taboo. At what point 
in a relationship do you feel this 
type of subject should/could be 
safely discussed? Any tips for 
introducing the idea without put- 
ting either person on the spot? 


Strapped For Ideas 


Dear Strapped, 
You're absolutely right: bringing up 


bum sex is a sensitive topic (in more 





IT’S NOT LIKE YOU WERE INVOLVED IN RITUALISTIC SATANIC SEXUAL PRACTICES 
OR CHILD PROSTITUTION. IT WAS ONLY AN INNOCENT LITTLE THREESOME. 
THESE DAYS, THAT’S PRACTICALLY CONSIDERED VANILLA SEX. 





ing her windows, or writing nasty 
graffiti about her in every bathroom 
again, while no doubt 
tempting, are definitely below you. 
Short of cutting out her tongue, 


stall in town ... 


you can't stop anyone from talking 
about something if they really want 
to talk about it. If this woman can’t 
respect your privacy after you've 


spect your decision not to want to tell 
him. If he can’t handle this new in- 
formation, frankly, he's an idiot. Af- 
ter all, it's not like you were involved 
in ritualistic satanic sexual practices 
or child prostitution. It was only an 
little 
that's practically considered 


innocent threesome. These 
days, 


vanilla sex 


ways than one) at the best of times, 
and a guy wanting to be penetrated 
anally is doubly sensitive because of 
the way it taps into the whole homo 
sexual thang. If a guy wants it in the 
bum, he must be a closet case, right? 
Which is so sad, as the bum is full 
of wonderful nerves and sensations 
and gives a woman direct access to 


the male prostate, a.k.a. the male G- 
spot Putting pressure on this spot 
just inside the bum on the inside 
wall of his perineum (the space be- 
tween his testicles and his bum) can 
really take things up a notch when 
he comes 

My advice to you is to choose a time 
when you and your partner are both 
relaxed with each other and feeling 
open to new ideas. In other words, 
it's probably not a good idea to toss 
“Will you strap on a dildo and fuck 
me in the bum?” into the middle of 
a big screaming match. Mention that 
you've been thinking about strap- 
ons recently and are curious about 
them. If she seems open, suggest you 
look at sex toy sites online together 
and decide on something you both 
might like 

A word of caution: Because guys 
are so obsessed with their own size, 
they tend to head straight for the su- 
per-size dong. Start small. Remem 
ber, she is going to ramming this up 
your butt. Get a hold of Nina Hart- 
ley’s Guide to Strap-on Sex for some 
steamy how-to. Once you get her on 
side and you get yourself a model you 
like, you're in. As for actually doing 
it: three bits of advice: take it slow, 
lube, and more lube 
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SEX ADVICE |1265 words 


Choose One: Fat Jokes Or Fat Girlfriend 








I have lived with my boyfriend 
for almost two years. He says he 
loves me and does a lot of loving 
things for me. We are both in our 
early 60s, but we have the sexual 
energy of 20-year-olds. Here's the 
problem: I am overweight (size 
18). I was overweight when he 
met me. I now know that he hates 
fat women. You should hear his 
disgust when he sees them on TV 


or on the street. He has begun to 
tease me and make jokes about 
my weight. This hurts my feel- 
ings, and I have told him so. He 
says I’m too sensitive. What is 
your advice to me? 

Fat And Teased 


Before | answer your question, FAT, 
I'm going to take a little stroll down 
Suppressed Memory Lane: | once 
had a “bisexual” boyfriend. (I place 
bisexual in quotes, Angry Bisexual 
Community, only because this guy 
wasn't bisexual. That doesn’t mean 
other guys aren't bisexual.) My “bi- 
sexual” boyfriend liked to claim that 
he really wasn’t that into men until I 
came along — I was the magical ex- 
ception, the one guy who did it for 
him — but even then, he told people 
loudly at parties, he was mostly 
turned on by how into him I was, 
he wasn’t that into me or my junk. 
(He could barely stand to look at 
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780-663-0808 


xo feaveyaiceyal 


my cock — which is why he stuffed 
it in his mouth or ass whenever we 
got naked.) 

And you know what, FAT? He 
made disparaging comments con- 
stantly about gay men he saw on the 
street or on TV — gay men like the 
one he was with — and put me down 
constantly for having a much more 
serious case of the gay than he did. 
He was going to marry a woman one 
day, a woman with lady parts, and 
have a family; I was going to remain 
hopelessly gay all my life. He was, of 


fetishistic feelings — for big women. 
The asshole comments allow him to 
pretend that he’s not into your body, 
just hopelessly in love with you, the 
person you are on the inside — which 
makes him one of the “good guys,” 
i.e., a guy who isn't so shallow as 
to let a little thing like your weight 
come between you. 

While | had to dump my “bisexual” 
boyfriend, FAT, a little shock-and- 
awe therapy might convince your 
“fatphobic” boyfriend to knock it off. 
You shouldn't have to put up with 





“UGLY” IS AN ENTIRELY SUBJECTIVE JUDGMENT. 
FOR SOME OF US, “BODY OF A GREEK GOD” COUNTS AS UGLY. 





course, gayer than a college wrestling 
team and eventually came out as gay 
— much to the consternation of all 
his friends who believed him when 
he said that he wasn't really that into 
men. (In other words, much to the 
consternation of absolutely no one.) 

Anyway, your current boyfriend 


| (early 60s, straight, asshole) re- 





| minded me of my old boyfriend (20, 
| gay, asshole). A man who claims to 
| have fallen in love with someone he’s 


not attracted to, or someone who dis- 
gusts him, expressly so he can belit- 
tle that person and make that person 
feel awful, well, that man is a com- 
plete asshole, FAT, and my impulse 
is to advise you to DTMFA just like I 
did my asshole boyfriend. But... 

You say he’s good to you other- 
wise, does loads for you, and fucks 


| you regularly — so before you dump 


this motherfucker, FAT, let's consider 
reforming him. Say he’s totally into 
you and into big women, just like my 
ex was totally into cock, But, like my 
ex, he’s uncomfortable with his sexu- 
ality and worries about what other 
people think — including you, FAT, as 
paradoxical as that may sound. So he 
makes asshole comments in an effort 
to hide his true feelings — possibility 





his comments, FAT, whether they're 
motivated by shame for his attrac- 
tion to big fat asses or, if my theory is 
incorrect, by a genuine hatred for fat 
people. Either way, FAT, you've got to 
tell him — in no uncertain terms — to 
knock it the fuck off already. Don't 
be measured, don’t wrap it up in “I” 
statements, no mewling about your 
feelings. Give him both barrels: “If 
you don’t knock it the fuck off — the 
asshole comments, the stupid jokes 
— I’m going to kick your ass out, got 
it?” A strategic blowup or two should 
occur — scream, yell, smash a few 
things you're not all that attached to 
— when he slips up. Repeat until his 
attitude changes or his address does. 


When I first met my fiancé two 
years ago, he was training for a 
marathon and had the body of a 
Greek god. But he seems to be los- 
ing all interest in his appearance. 
The other day he sent me a photo 
of himself (I am finishing college 
in another state) that made me 
yelp in shock because he'd gained 
so much weight. I don’t want to 
dump him — the man 1 love is en- 
cased in that mound somewhere — 
but it’s gotten to the point where 





get crazy, get serious, get social! 


The easiest and fastest way to 
meet new people in Edmonton 


_Men Call: 780.702.2993 





Women 


Call: 780.702.2994 


AR AYS 100 FREE. 


I'm glad I'm in a long-distance 
relationship because it means | 
don't have to sleep with him. How 
can lcommunicate this in a subtle 
way so as not to hurt him? 

The Biggest Gainer 


Well, aren't you a shallow piece of 
shit? I mean, do you love this man 
for who he is or how he looks? 
What about the person he is on the 
inside? 

Just kidding, TBG; I’m totally-on 
your side. While we all eventually ar- 
rive at old and ugly — “ugly” is anen- 
tirely subjective judgment, of course, 
and for some of us, “body of a Greek 
god” counts as “ugly” — you're under 
no obligation to marry a man who's 
in a hurry to get there. Tell him com- 
mitting to you means committing to 
maintaining his body out of consid- 
eration for the pleasure you're ex- 
pected to provide to it/take from it. 


Thanks for your advice to Missing 
Kisses, where you explained that 
sometimes men can be turned on 
by a desire to do some post-or- 
gasm activity but lose that desire 
once we've ejaculated. I have this 
problem with one fantasy. 

For years, while fucking my 
wife, I've told her about how badly 
I want to come all over her nipples 
and then lick it off. She’s keen on 
the idea and presents herself to be 
licked clean after I come. Howev- 
er, I've never been able to follow 
through. It’s not a matter of some 
latent gay panic; I’m simply not 
turned on anymore at that point 
and have no desire. Is there a way 
around this? I'd like to complete 
the act at least once, if only to sur- 
prise her. 

Loses Interest Quickly 


There is a way around it, LIQ, but 
your wife will have to lead the way. 
So stop reading, LIQ, because the 
rest of this answer is for the wife's 
eyes only. 


Mrs. LIQ: You’re going to have to | 


make him do it. You're going to have 
to force him to follow through on all 
that lick-my-come-off-your-tits dirty 
talk. The next time he tells you he’s 
going to lick his come off your tits 
tell him that you're holding him to it 
He either does it or no more pussy 
for him until he does. And dont 
make an idle threat: If he doesn’t do 
it, don’t let him fuck you again until 
he does. He'll do it grudgingly, and 
he'll hate it while he’s doing it. But 
once he’s horny again, he'll be so 
turned on by the thought of what you 
“forced” him to do that he’ll totally 
“bring it,” and fuck the living shit out 
of you. You’re welcome. 


Download the Savage Lovecas! 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at thestranger.com/savagé 
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382. Health 


Do you or anyone you know 
have Fibromyaigia, asthma, 
chronic pain or carpal tunnel? If 
so, please check out my websites 
www.ibeatfibro.maxtrax4u.com & 
www.howibeatfibro.com, or 
phone Giselle at 780-757-7557 
MAX GXL 


LEU Coming Events 


ATTEND ENVIRO & Ag-Citing 
Day, Friday, March 20 at Lake- 
land College’s Vermilion Cam- 
pus. Explore environmental and 
agricultural sciences programs. 
Leam about career opportunities. 
Participate in labs and tour the 
campus. Visit www.lakelandcol- 
lege.ca or phone 1-800-661-6490 


nt ext. 8579 to register. 





Upward Bound ‘Toastmasters 
Club - Every Wednesday 
7-8:45pm, Room 601, Norquest 
College, 10215 - 108 St, Edmon- 
ton. 

Leam to be a better speaker, lis- 
tener, and overall communicator 
at your own pace in this non-prof- 
it, fun, and supportive public 
speaking club. 

Info: Email 
contact @ upwardbound freetoas- 
thost.ws 


190. Announcements 


ARTISTS AND FLOWERS!! 
Come and enjoy both! 

The Emerging Artists Society of 
Alberta will be presenting unique 
artwork for sale at Greenland 
Nurseries (Cloverbar Road and 
Highway 16 East), on 
March 14 and 15 (10 to 5 each 
day). Browse through the art, 
while enjoying the warmth of 
spring indoors! 
Information: Call Julie 780, 466 
7503. 


MAKE MORE MONEY selling 
quality ATV's, dirtbikes, minibikes 
and parts. Startup or add to exist- 
ing business. Dealers or public 
welcome. Canadian wholesale 
importer. 780-461-7574; 
www.ticmotorsports.com. 





200. Business/Invest. 


4 SALE TAX! COMPANY in op- 
eration. 4 newer, 6 passenger 
mini vans. 1 - 10 passenger van 
Phone 780-621-8629 or 
780-542-4294 


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY to 
own a pet food business - High 
quality cat/dog tood. Excellent re- 
turns, exclusive territories. Infor- 
mation call Riplees Ranch toll 
free 1-877-738-3287 ext. 217; 
www.ripleesranch.com. 


BUSINESS FOR SALE. Auto 
Electric Rebuilder. Established, 
profitable, modern equipment, 
large inventory, battery retailer. 
Servicing ag and oil industries. 
Contact Don; taeltd@teluspla- 
net.net. 














DAY JOB bail-out expert. The 
guy who showed me this made 
$4500. last week. Need PC; 
www. YourFutureBailout.com. 


) \ ENERGIZE YOUR INCOME! Dis- 
tribute hot selling energy drinks. 
Eam up to 10K/month. $11 billion 
industry. No selling, minimum in- 
vestment 19K. Areas going fast 
Free sample/information package 
1-800-267-2321;  Peakdistribu- 
tors.com. 





FARMERS AND ACREAGE own- 
ers opportunity knocks. Grow 
Rhodiolia Rosea (herb) for ARR- 
GO to help fill contracts to supply 


world demand. Monica 
780-983-0199; WWwW.aITgo.ca. 
monica @arrgo.ca. 


FOR SALE: C 1071 Crude Up- 
grading Inc. 10,000 shares; C 
1074 CSL Oil Tech Inc. 6,000 
shares; C 1077 Crude Science 
Ltd. 4,000 share. Paid $100,000. 
Asking $50,000. or best offer. 
403-660-4888. 


GET YOUR COMPANY listed for 
free on: www.AlbertaHomeOwn- 
er.com. The new online business 
directory for Alberta home own- 
ers. 


GREAT PART-TIME business; 
concrete lawn ornament, and 
Statue business. 50 molds, mixer, 
vibrating table, hand tools and 
stock. Must be relocated. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
selling on your part. For more 
info call 1-866-978-2569. 


UNRESERVED PROPERTY 
Auctions. 5 Bay Truck & Car 
Wash Including Shop (15,000+ 
sq. ft.); 18 Site Campground with 
Home; Executive Custom Built 
Home (5400 sq. ft. living space); 
Hwy. 36 & 13 in Killam, Alberta. 
May 8, 11 a.m. MST. Bid at Mi- 
chener Allen Auctions Edmonton, 


Killam, Alberta or online! 
780-968-1068. Full details: 
www.BidOnProperty.ca. 

410. Education/Training 


CHECK OUT OVER 50 trades 
options. 7 weeks theory, 12 
weeks work placement in trade of 
your choice. Fairview Campus, 
Fairview, Alberta. Affordable resi- 
dences. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


dade tee ane ee 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT Operator 
Training. Monthly courses begin 
March 9. Dozer, grader, excava- 
tor, loader, scraper, rock truck. 
Tuition is $9700. Practicum 
Training Institute 306-955-0079; 
www.practicumtraininginsti- 
tute.ca. Email: pti@sasktel.net. 





TRAIN FOR a new career in 
medical transcription. Leam from 
home! Eam from home! Contact 
CanScribe today for a free infor- 


mation package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com; info@can- 
scribe.com. 

1005. Help Wanted 


Editor/Reporter wanted to join 
production team of north central 
Edmonton community newspa- 
per. Experience essential. Send 
resume and writing samples by 
March 20 to: Rat Creek Press, 
PO Box 39024 Norwood RPO, 
Edmonton AB T5B 4T8 or e-mail 
to: 
info@ratcreek.org 

No phone calls please. 


500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION! Work from home 
online with Herbalife Intermation- 
al Part/full-time positions 
available in your area. Call Val 
1-888-819-4048. 


BAKER REQUIRED. Cochrane 
IGA. Competitive wages & bene- 
fits. Send resume to: Box 1000, 
Cochrane, AB, T4C 1B1 


BAKER. Retail Food Store, Ver- 
milion; new store in Wainwright, 
Alberta. Good benefits, bonus 
plan. Eastalta Co-op Ltd., 5013 - 
51 Ave., Vermilion, AB; T9X 1B2. 
Opportunity for management 
training... 


CHEAP PHONE Reconnect! 
Connect now for a Great Deal! 
Calling features, long distance & 
save $$ on High Speed Internet! 
Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; www.phonefac- 
tory.ca 


DENHAM’S PINCHER CREEK 
Ford is seeking a licensed Auto- 
motive Technician. Located in 
beautiful southern Alberta, Pinch- 
er Creek is a quiet, small town 
pertect for a family. Located just 
2 hours south of Calgary; 1 hour 
from BC and U.S. border and 1/2 
hour to Waterton. Ford training 
an asset. Competitive wages and 
great benefits. Contact Jerrat at 
1-888-667-8036. 


EDGERTON GOLF CLUB, 20 
minutes southeast of Wainwright 
is currently seeking a greens- 
keeper for the 2009 season. Call 
Trevor 780-704-0444 or fax re- 
sume to 780-755-3839. 


EXPERIENCED CRUSHER/pav- 
ing personnel, apprentice or jour- 
neyman heavy duty mechanics, 
full-time. Willing to work out of 
town. Fax resume 250-493-4464. 
Mail: 716 Okanagan Ave. E, Pen- 
ticton, BC, V2A 3K6. 


EXPERIENCED HYDRO-VAC 
Operator required for Rocky 
area. Class 3 and air brakes, 
minimum 3 years experience. 
Please fax resume, tickets and 
abstract to 403-845-9636. 


GROVE PONTIAC has openings 
for an experienced service advis- 
or and tower operator. Must have 











sume to Bonnie 780-960-1573. 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. #1500. Help Wanted — Alta. #1600. 


HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 
Calgary movie sets. All ages re- 
quired. 403-521-0077. 





INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. FREE. Visit: 
wo OW? Welt aw 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 





OUTLET TRAINERS WANTED. 
50 year old distribution company 
seeking individuals wanting more 
time, freedom and money. Free 
training work from home; in- 
fo@www.xir88.com. 





REMOVE YOUR RECORD: A 
criminal record can follow you for 
life. Only Pardon Services Cana- 
da has 20 years experience, 
Guaranteeing record removal. 
Call 1-8-NOW-PARDON 
(1-866-972-7366); | www.Remo- 
veYourRecord.com. 





SALES MANAGER REQUIRED 
for your area, Earn up to 
$200,000/year. Salary, commis- 
sion, car allowance. Must have 
direct selling experience. Leads 
provided. Traveling required. 
Submit resume to: Personnel 
Manager, The Water Clinic, 850 - 
47 St. East, Saskatoon, SK, S7K 
OX4. Fax 306-242-1223. Email: 
mike @ thewaterclinic.com 





SITE SUPERINTENDENTS Re- 
quired. Summit Brooke Construc- 
tion, based out of BC is seeking 
qualified applicants who are will- 
ing to work on a contract basis 
and provide complete site super- 
vision services in a first class 
manner. We work with many 
high-end national.clients such as: 
Starbucks Coffee, Panago Pizza, 
Cobs Bread, McDonalds, Scotia- 
bank, and Shoppers Drug Mart 
among others. Competitive pay 
program and flexible work envi- 
ronment. Interested individuals 
please email your resume to: ki- 
ren.schick@summitbrooke.com 
or fax to 604-850-1276. 





SURVIVOR BOOTCANP is look- 
ing for great certified personal 
trainers in your area. Have fun 
doing what you love outdoors! 
Contact Clinton today 
1-866-803-5143 or alberta@sur- 
vivorbootcamp.com. 





THE BROOKS BULLETIN, one 
of Alberta's largest weekly news- 
papers, requires a reporter/pho- 
tographer. Good salary and 
benefits package available. Car 
necessary. Email resume to: edi- 
tor@brooksbulletin.com. 





TRAIL GUIDING OUTFIT in 
Banff, Alberta looking for western 
oriented individuals for _ trail 
guides (seasonal), cooks (sea- 
sonal), carriage drivers (season- 
al), and westem retail (seasonal 
and year round) positions. Staff 
accommodation available. Con- 


tact Jill 403-762-4551. Fax 
403-762-8130; | warner@horse- 
back.com. 





TRAINING OR RETRAINING? 
Think Trades! Heavy Duty, Auto- 
motive, Motorcycle or Power- 
sports Mechanics. Work Practi- 
cum. Write Apprenticeship Exam. 
Fairview Campus, Fairview, Al- 
berta. Affordable residences. 
1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/falrview. 





TWO HILLS GOLF & Country 
Club requires a Manager for Its 
clubhouse. One of the top 9-hole 
golf courses in Alberta. Salary 
negotiable. Start date April 1, 
2009. Fax resume to 
780-657-3405. 





VALLEY B AVIATION, Manning, 
Alberta is looking for an experi- 
enced Apprentice or an AME for 
work on Robinson R22 and R44 
Helicopters. Email resume: val- 
leyb1 @telus.net or fax 
780-836-4397. 


THE GROCERY PEOPLE LTD 
(TGP) is a dynamic growing 
wholesale/retail organization, 
which provides goods and servic- 
es to a large independent grocery 
and food service customer base 
in Western Canada. TGP is cur- 
rently recruiting for a: Meat Man- 
ager. Working out of our cash 
and carry location in Edmonton, 
Alberta and reporting directly to 
the Store Manager, the Meat 
Manager is responsible for all as- 
pects of managing a fresh and 
frozen meat department. Re- 
sponsibilities include, marketing, 
merchandising, controlling and 
human resource management 
Applicants must possess a mini- 
mum five years retail meat man- 
agement experience in a food 
store combined with exceptional 
skills in managing people, mer- 
chandising, and obtaining bottom 
line results, The successful can- 
didate must have completed 
Grade 12 (or equivalency) and 
must be able to provide a clean 
security clearance. Successful 
completion of a retail meat 
cutting certificate will be consid- 
ered an asset. The Grocery Peo- 
ple offers competitive compensa- 
tion and a health benefits pack- 
age that includes a pension plan, 
as well as the opportunity for per- 
sonal and professional develop- 
ment. If you have the skills and 
abilities to meet our expectations, 
please forward your resume, stat- 
ing salary expectations, in confi- 
dence to: Human Resources Offi- 
cer, The Grocery People Ltd., 
14505 Yellowhead Trail, Edmon- 
ton, AB, T5L 3C4. Fax 
780-447-5781. Email: humanre- 
sources@tgp.ca. We thank all 
candidates for their interest; how- 
ever only those applicants select- 
ed for an interview will be con- 
tacted. 





WESTCAN BULK TRANSPORT 
Ltd. is hiring additional company 
drivers to haul various bulk com- 
modities including anhydrous am- 
monia and liquid asphalt through- 
out Western Canada on 6 - 8 
week contracts commencing in 
mid-April. Full-time employment 
available in certain locations. Get 
your application in early as hiring 
process can take 2 - 3 weeks. In- 
centive programs part of com- 
pensation package; Class 1 or 
equivalent licence required with 
minimum 2 years - 7/8 axle driv- 
ing experience; pre-employment 
medical/substance test. Experi- 
ence hauling bulk commodities 
an asset. Apply online at west- 
canbulktransport.com quoting 
competition #00-09-0225AWNA. 
Email: careers @westcanbulk.ca. 
No access to the internet? Con- 
tact Human Resources for an ap- 
plication toll free at 
1-800-661-8432 or fax 
403-236-8905. Committed to the 
Principles of Employment Equity. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Bingo volunteers needed for or- 
ganization helping people with 
disABILITIES. Contact Elaine @ 
780-732-5402, 





Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses 
provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just 
delivered) for more information. 


CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION 
Edmonton Region 


RESEARCH PROJECT 
Housing Inventory 


Looking for landlords who 





“Hoppy Endings Rabbit Rescue 


has an immediate need for volun- 
teers on weekday evenings and 
weekends, please phone 
885-0890 or email: 
volunteers @ radrabbits.com 

for more information” 





Volunteers Wanted 


Give us one day in 2009! Habitat 
for Humanity requires volunteers 
for numerous build projects 
around the city. Groups and indi- 
viduals welcome. Beginner to 
Trades-people welcome. All tools 
and equipment supplied. Contact 
mailto: 
ksherwood @ edmonton.hfh.org or 
call 479-3566. 


Movements: The Afro-Carib- 
bean Dance Ensemble is cele- 
brating international Black His- 
tory Month. We are looking for 
a few volunteers to assist with 
general office duties. We are 


also looking for post secondary 
students with an interest in ba- 
sic book keeping. If you would 
like to be apart of our exciting 
team please contact us at 
780-415-5211 or email: 
movementsdarice @ shaw.ca 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


DRUMMER WANTED 
for good paying local shows. Se- 
rious inquires only. Mys- 
pace.com/rangersofpowermusic 
619-2474 





Extreme Metal band looking for a 
skilled bassist. Our style falls 
along the lines Death/Black Met- 
al; sum influences include Morbid 
Angel, Behemoth, Mayhem, Dis- 
member and Marduk, etc. Must 
have PRO GEAR and be at least 
18 years or older. Email 
renegade5445@ yahoo.com 





Female fronted, semi pro; cover 
band seeks bass or guitar orient- 
ed musician with gear. Rock/pop 
from the 80's to modern. Experi- 
ence a must. Email: 
audition.for.cov- 
er.band@gmail.com to arrange 
audition. 





UN What Kind of World...? 
program coordinator position 
tavailable.t Contact Byron for 
more informationt 242-6866. 


Volunteer Drivers withtvehicle 
needed to drive frail but walking, 
low income seniors to medical 
and personal appointments. Day- 
time Monday to Friday. Gas mo- 
nies paid. Call Bev 780-732-1221 


World Partnership Walk 
(www.worldpartnershipwalk.com) 
Click on Walk City - Edmonton 





Date: Sunday, May 31, 2009 
Time: 10:30 am 
Location: Legislature Grounds 


Duties of a Volunteer: see web- 
site 
Number of Hours: see website 


Contact Person: Naz Hasham, 
Volunteer Coordinator, 720-8170 


2001. Acting Classes 


AUDITIONHELL - Renowned film 
and TV acting weekend work- 
shop with producer and actor Pe- 
ter Skagen. Calgary: March 20, 
21 and 22. $300. Call 
403-807-1960 or register at 
www.auditionhell.com 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Peter Hide ART TALK 
The ASA in partnership with the 
EPL is presenting a free art talk 
with Edmonton Sculptor Peter 
Hide on Thursday March O5th at 
7:30pm at the Stanley A. Milner 
Theater (downstairs, Edmonton 
Public Library, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, Edmonton). 


010. Musicians Available 


Bass player available for gig- 
ging/performing bands. Pro gear, 
transportation, time. Over 15 
years experience. Call Eric now 
780-760-6171. Or text 
780-340-5086 


Quarky pop/rock band “Taking 
Medication” looking for additional 
member(s).t Have CD, working 
on another. 
myspace.com/takingmedicationt 
Dan @ 929-8688 or 
zygotemusic @shaw.ca 





Voice & Piano Lessons 
Grant MacEwan performance 
grad offering private lessons in a 
relaxed environment, All contem- 
porary styles. Beginners wel- 
come! 

Call Melody at 780-920-9039 or 
ulodya@hotmail.com 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


Bassist and drummer needed for 
rock band.t Fire and skill req. 
www.reverbnation.com/ahead- 
byone 

Cody 780-975-2719 


Drummer and Bassist for touring 
rock band. 18-30, stage experi- 
ence, valid passport, pro gear 
and attitude a must! This is a full 
time career opportunity with audi- 
tions starting in March. 
780-722-3903 


Drummer available for live perfor- 
mances: experienced. Phone Na- 
than at 780-466-1966 


Drummer wanted for established 
youth rock band. Playing mostly 
covers.t Influences: Van Halen, 
{ron Maiden, Wolfmother, Scor- 
pions etc. 

Has to be reliable.t We have 
great practice place on the north 
side with pro gear available. Call 
Eric at 780-456-6509 


Great guys, great equipment, 
great rehearsal space. Need a 
great drummer. Between 30-40 
years old. Top 40, Three Doors 
Down, Seether, and Foo Fight- 
ers. Serious reply 634-1120 
leave a message for Rob. 





Guitarist/singer/songwriter seeks 
other pro caliber musicians to 
work with on originals. Drums, 
bass, plus another voice/instru- 
ment all welcome. Demo at 
www.philredmond.ca 
780.729.1744 
philredmond007 @ gmail.com 





Guitarist/song writer seeks 
young, 20-30 country front per- 
son for full time project. 466-5513 





Heavy metal project looking for 
guitarist, bassist and drummer for 
writing/recording. Influences in- 
clude Gwar, Lamb of God, and 
Rammstien. Serious inquires only 
please. Call Spencer at 962-7885 





Industrial rock band, Abrasive 
Cell is taking auditions. Looking 
for experienced drummers for 
shows and more. www.mys- 
pace.com/abrasivecell or email 
abrasivecell@hotmail.com or 
240-0269 


KEYBOARD PLAYER WANTED 
for 4 piece acoustic rock band 
Johnny Feelgood(.com) Influenc- 
es : Soundgarden, The Doors, 
Pink Floyd. Dave 932-1803 or 
david.s.ackerman@gmail.com 








Paul Coutts and Tom Murray 
seektsinister percussionist and a 
multi-instrumentalist to 
maketpounding anti-rocktmusic. 
(yes, everyone we know is too 
busy).tContaet Paul at: 
pauljamescoutts @ gmail.com 





Professional rock band is looking 
for a powerful front man/yricist 
and drummer to complete 6 piece 
Tock act. For auditions call: 
995-6660 





Rhythm guitar player/singer look- 
ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 
Mark at 780-777-1188 





ROCK DRUMMER NEEDED 
Bass, Guitar, and Vocals Need a 
Hard Hitting Drummer With the 
Beats to Prove It. No Amateurs. 
Pros Only, Contact Paul. 
780-233-4269 


Singer for a groove rock cover 


band. Rhcp, Incubus, Cake, etc.. 
Weekly jams, Shawn @ 
466-3950 


Slash Wanted for GNR tribute, 


email to: 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 
780-265-4493 


070. Studio/Rehearsal Space 


Band Rehearsal Studio. Pro 
equipment, hourly, monthly rates 
www.edmontonjamspace.com 


200. Massage Therapy 


Chinese traditional body and 
feet deep tissue massage by 
registered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing 
Whyte Avenue Area. Non sexua| 
7 days. Almasta 780-405-8765 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


SS 
Relaxation Massagé combined in 
Aromatherapy, Reflexology and 
Acupressure 

tCenter 82t 

tEdmontont 

$#103 8925-82Ave 
tJanina RMT 
780-238-8108 


Therapeutic and Relaxation 

Massage, Ladies leave your 

stress behind - Come and be 
pampered 
993-5562 


Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
23 year experienced licensed 
therapist. Janet Lee 
780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


010. Auctions 


MEIER 2-DAY Classic Car & 
Truck Auction, Saturday and 
Sunday, May 2 and 3, 11 am 
both days. 6016 - 72A Avenue 
Edmonton. Over 150 Classics 
To Consign, call 780-440-1860 


MEIER GUN Auction, Saturday, 
March 7, 11 a.m., 6016 °- 724 
Avenue, Edmonton. Selling Pro- 
hibited, Restricted (hand guns 
and Non-Restricted (long guns) 
Call Meier Auction to Consign - 
Registered or Un-Registered 
780-440-1860. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 











us today! 1-800-491-4494 o 
rbauction.com. 
Kya Misc. For Sale 


$38.95 HOME PHONE Service 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly 
$18.95 one time activation 

$18.95 unlimited long distance 


Call Choice Tel Now 
1-866-333-1405 www.choice- 
tel.ca. 





A FREE Telephone Service - Gel 
your first month free. Bad credit 
don't sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today. Toll {rc 
1-866-884-7464. 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ast 
about our new customer special 
Sign up online and save $20 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca 


2 Se ee 
ALL NEW QUEEN orthopedic pt 
lowtop mattress set. New in pls° 
tic. Cost $1,100. sacrifice $375 
King $650. Can  delivet 
780-919-5285. 


a ee 
CONTAINER GUY 20’, 40’, 4 
53’. containers. 
available, door skids, 
docks, roof, shelving, shops. Dé 
livery available. Mobile home © 
location, Mobile sandblasting ! 
painting. 780-307-4656. 





EASY PRE-APPROVALS! 


IF YOUR NOT DRIVING. 


WANA Ade col ek —ielol—ig—) 
@ Secure 2 Minute Application Online 
© Payments at $98.00 Bi-Weekly 0.A.C 


YOUR READING THIS ADI 


ca 


@ Rates as Low as 3.99% 0.A.C 


“Call Mr.lan (780) 901-1340 


Great Credit starts at 


o Lenders 


Bad Credit - Slow Credit - New Credit 
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3210. Misc. For Sale 


H & H TRAILER SALE. Bow Val- 
ley Ford, Canmore, Alberta. Dis- 
counts to $4,100. Cargos/flat- 
beds/car haulers/goosenecks 
and more! 1-800-403-0084 ext 
257 or alan_way@bowvalley- 
ford.com. Selling fast, don't de- 


lay! 


5305. Lots For Sale 


ASPENDALE Il. Prices Reduced. 
Only 12 lots left in this desirable 
neighourhood in family-friendly 
Westlock, Starting al $68,040 
Contact Town of Westlock 
780-349-4444 or 
1-866-349-4445. See www.west- 
lock.ca 





METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36" Hi-TenToughrib 29ga 
Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Colours 
$.89 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty, ALTA-WIDE Build- 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 


SAWMILLS FROM only 
$3,495.00 - Convert your logs to 
valuable lumber with your own 
Norwood portable band sawmill 
Log skidders also available. 
www.norwoodsawmills.ca/400T - 
Free Information 1-800-566-6899 
ext. 4000T. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 
Book online at www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
4-800-563-5722 





TIMESHARE FORECLOSURES 
- Save 60-80% off retail! Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S., Caribbean and 
more! Call for free catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.convsc. 


400. Pets & Supplies 


LOVE ANIMALS? Love a career 
as an Animal Health Technolo- 
gist. On-campus working farm 
Small town environment. 2-year 
diploma program. Fairview Cam- 
pus, Fairview, Alberta. 
1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 





START THE YEAR OFF WITHA 
NEW BEST FRIEND! Healthy, 
well socialized yorkie puppy. 
Small to medium size. All shots 
and worming’s are current, vet 
checked and certified healthy be- 
fore she leave here. Groomed by 
a professional before heading out 
to for her new home. contact 
Luc12345 @live.com 


4040. Livestock 


51ST ANNUAL Medicine Hat 
Spring Bull Show & Sale. 80 
Herefords & 43 Black Angus. 
Show March 17, 7 p.m.; Sale 
March 18 12:30 p.m. Medicine 
Hat Cypress Center. Contact 
403-504-1196. 





ATTENTION GOAT Producers. 

Canadian National Goat Federa- 

tion meetings on National 

Traceability & Identification, 1 - 4 
 p.m., Provincial Building, AARD: 

March 16 Grande Prairie; March 

17 Leduc; March 19 Airdrie; 
" March 19 Lethbridge. Detailed in- 
formation on wwwaalbertagoat- 
_ breeders.ca or contact Myma 
_ Coombs 780-967-4583 


a 4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


~ HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
- Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed. 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252. 

ee ee 
‘MIGHT NEED HAY? Save this 
ad. Advertising only once! Round 
ales of organic hay (Brome, Al- 
fa, Timothy) oat straw. Priced 
lo sell. Vic Labant 780-645-2342. 






























IEED CASH? Home loans to 
S% LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
Br you decide. Free appraisals. 
pply by phone 1-877-568-0929 
Pr online ~www.homeloansalber- 
.com. Alberta Homes Loans. 


1155. Shared Accomodations 


Doking to rent a room in a 

Suse, condo, or apartment. 
st be a non drinker/non smok- 

rE Rent & damage deposit will 
pre l live in Southgate. Call 






BUILD YOUR dream home on 
one of five 5 acre view lots. Ten 
kms. west of Medicine Hat, 14 
kms. to Rattlesnake Lake. Servic- 
es to property line 
403-528-7303; 780-868-4392 


800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


16° AND 20’ WIDE HOMES. 
Lakehouses, park models, offic- 
es, 2 storey and bungalows. 2 


RTM homes now. Best Buy 
Homes, Red Deer 
1-877-396-5564; Airdrie 


1-877-275-5555 





5 STOCK HOMES must go! 


Trades welcome. New and 
quality pre-owned homes 
available. New starting at 
$64,850.! Used starting at 
$14,000.! Economy Homes & 


Cottages, 1-800-689-6953 





COMING SOON! The next gen- 
eration of modular homes. Site 
built features in a factory built 
home for a factory built price 





Sunshine Homes 
1-877-887-2254 
CROSS COUNTRY HOMES 


Winter Clearance. 22 X 76 manu- 
factured home, 1672 sq. ft., 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, and family 
room, only $139,500. Available 
for spring possession 
780-470-8000 of www.cross- 
countryhomes.com 





NEW YEAR, new plans, old pric- 
es! Clearing out showhomes and 
used stock. Order custom homes 
now for spring delivery. Service 
built into every sale. Call Pleas- 





ant Homes in Morinville 
780-939-3584 or 
1-866-962-0238 

PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $259. + GST 


(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 
WINALTA HOMES from 
$109,900.! Ask about our Rent 
To Own program. Contact Winal- 
ta Homes for more information 
1-866-960-2112 or visit us at 
www.winaltainc.com 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 
Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem. Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere - www.autocredit- 
fast.ca 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders, Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 


COLLECTOR CAR Auction and 
Speed & Custom Show. Red 
Deer Westerner Park March 13 - 
15. 3 Day Sale starting Friday 
night. Call to consign your Collec- 
tor car 403-396-0304; 
www. TheElectricGarage.com. 








DREAMCATCHER FINANCING 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “0” down! O.A.C. Free de- 
livery to BC & Alberta. Apply on- 


line: www.DreamCatcher- 
loans.com, 24/7, 
1-800-910-6402. 


6650. ‘Tires/Parts/Access. 


GET YOUR FOOT in the garage 
door, General Mechanic pro- 
gram. Fairview Campus, Fair- 
view, Alberta. 32 weeks. Write 
Heavy Duty or Automotive Me- 
chanic Apprenticeship Exam. 
1-888-999-7882, 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 


7200. Entertainment Services 


Daniel Wesley Band 
Saturday March 7th 
15$ at the door 
Taphouse 
9020 McKenney Ave 
St.Albert (780) 458-0860 
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LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.19/minute. 18+ 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca 


0$ ARE YOU sinking in debt? 
1st, 2nd and 3rd mortgages - 
bruised credit - bank tumdowns - 
debt consolidation - refinancing - 
power of sale - past bankrupt - 
home renovations. We can lend a 
hand; www.canadalend.com. Toll 
free 1-866- i can lend 
(1-866-422-6536) call now! 





$500. LOAN Service, by phone 
no credit refused, quick and 
@asy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 
ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-1660. 





A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
Certified. Pardon's/Waivers, Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; www.par- 
dongranted.ca 





CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a quote 
Open weekends 





CONCERNED ABOUT travelling 
to the U.S.A? Apply today for 
free pardon, waiver or border en- 
try evaluation. A criminal record 
can be completely removed. Call 
1-800-298-5520; www.canadian- 
pardons.ca 





CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ga- 
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiv- 
er. (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? ~Simple. Fast. Inexpen- 
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta col- 
lection to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540. 








DEBT STRESS? Consolid. 
and lower payments by 30 - 40% 
End those phone calls and the 
worry. Avoid bankruptcy. Contact 
us for a no-cost consultation, On- 
line: www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll-free 1-877-556-3500 














CALL NOW! 


1780-702 





UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 
and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca- 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 
gal - CCA Awards. 20+ years ex 





perience Free consultation 
1-800-320-2477 
9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to substance abuse? Our pro. 
gram has the highest success 
rate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409; www.nar- 
conon.ca 





DATING SERVICE Long- 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-877-297-9883. Ex 
change voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+) 





LICENSED LIFE COACH and 
holistic healer. One free question 
by phone. Succeeds where oth- 
ers have failed. Stops divorce. 
depression, reunites loved ones 
restores fulfillment 
305-600-8309. 





9420. Adult Services 


Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 
#1 For Black Girls! 
$150 special 
20yrs experience 
NOW HIRING! 
www. brownsugars.ca 





9450. Adult Massage 


*** LILITH *** 
Sensual~Petite~Blonde 
www. lustforiilith.com 
077216576001 





9450. Adult Massage 














Swedish Touch 
10123 150th Street 
780-486-1665 


Amber & Liz 
Saturday Specials from 
10am-4pm 





9450. Adult Massage 


NORTHSIDE STUDIO 


11910 
Luxury cla 


27Ave main floor 


780-452-7440 
409196 aS 


PASSIONS SPA 


Crissy 
blonde. Busty, tanned and toned 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy 
exotic Asian doll. Slender figure. 
Taylor- Busty, toned, brun: 
Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall curva 
ceous busty blonde 

Isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed 

Faith - Extr 

with slender figure 
Talia - Busty Spanish beauty with 
long dark hair. 

Nya - Busty DD Exotic Puerto 
Rican, 

Chelsea - Fit, athletic, busty red. 
head. 

Live- Tall, beautiful, brunette, 
naturally busty 


Gorgeous blue eyed 


unett 
usty blonde 


9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
www.passionsspa.com 
780-414-6521 


42987342 


Rens Cis 


Edmonton's most premiere stu 


dio for men. Let us show you 
why we continue to be ranked: 


#1 in the city 
*5 Executive Suites & AC 
"Private Waiting Room & 
Comp Bar 
66893024 
15519 118 Ave in west end 
Back entrance. Select hiring 


www.manhattanmensciub.ca 


at affordable rates 











'The BEST 


local singles! 





EDMONTON 





Y PRIVATE. 
 EMPHICIT. 


ce 
ALWAYS 


FREE 


TO LISTEN 


-3007 = 







Dial #CLICK (#25425). 

79¢/min. Bell, Rogers, Fido and Virgin Mobile 
Collect Call Billing! 1-866-706-5282. 25 mins for $25. 
1-900 Pricing Options! 1-900-528-2543 


j 


EE aa -. 


W iavatiter 
VOICE 





EDMONTON 


6-702-4489 


‘tCarrior charges may apply. 


edmonton see magazine - March ~March Il, 2009-41 


the “Charges mug apply to certain features, 













¢q 
- 
=] 
°) 
w 
=) 
4 
v 
kW 
Ps 
v 
fs 
= 
e 
1] 
oe 
a 
Q 
= 
$23 
<= 
jos) 
= | 
fe) 
hen 
A = 
Pw 
wy 
a 
=] 
then 
YU 
bi 
bn 
oO 
= 
bes) 
: 
=i 
o 
Oo 


TE COSMIC DESTINY 


TO READ YOUR 


COSMOS RETURN TO PRINT NEXT WEEK 





John L. Haar Theatre MACEWAN 


10045 -155 : a ye = are = ee 
Addlepated Nixie 
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